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F5000 survey: the most competitive year yet 


Dealer Team Vauxhall 
Sportparts. 


Demonstrations given 
most weekends. 


One of the nice things about DTV 
Sportparts is that you can see them in action 
most weekends, Either on the race track or the 
rally circuit. On DTV Team cars and private 
entnes. 

And because DTV Sport Dealers are so 
enthusiastic about the sport and their com- 
petition parts, many of them compete themselves. 
With great success. But only with hardware that 
they sell over the counter to any Vauxhall owner 
who shares their love of the sport 

‘This way you get fully proven and reliable 
parts, Parts that you can fit yourself or have 
fitted during a full race/rally preparation 
service that your DTV Sport Dealer will 
carry out for you. 

Like the popular examples here: 


Race/Rally Sportparts. 
Special gas-flowed cylinder heads. 
Fuel injection equipment. Special carb. 
kits and manifolds. Special exhaust 
systems, Heavy duty clutches. Limited 


slip diffs, Competition brake linings and 

discs. Choice of axle ratios. Heavy duty shock 
absorbers. Roll bars, seats and belts. Negative 
camber kits. Lightweight body panels. 
Performance camshafts, Oil cooler kits, Dry sump 
kits. Fire extinguishers and cut-off switches. 


Rally Sportparts. 

Sump guards. Lamps and brackets. 
Map reading lights. Heavy duty alternators 
Heavy duty suspension parts. Fuel tank guards. 
Mud flaps. Map pockets. Fly-off hand brakes. 


Another nice thing about Vauxh 
especially OHC Vivas and Firenzas} is that 
their in-built reserves of strength corn 
bined with the expertise of Dealer Tea, 
Vauxhall, give you a highly competitive 
machine that doesn't cost you a fortune. 
Results prove it. 
There are now 21 DTV Sport Dealers 
where you'll get an enthusiast 
So why not pop round for a 
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F5000 justified 


With the publication of Mike Kettlewell’s Formula 5000 
seasonal survey this week, the time is right to complete the 
about-turn which popular opinion has been taking in regard 
to formula during the past 12 months. 

The fifth year of Formula 5000 finally saw it justify the 
faith which the originators and promotors had in the formula 
during its first few stormy years. During its first three 
years especially it was poor and deserved the criticism it 
received — what we did not take notice of was the poten- 
tial it had as a tremendous world wide formula and it was 
this more than anything else that came out in 1973. There 
were three major championships, the L&M in America, the 
Rothmans in Britain and Europe, and the Tasman. With 
many more rounds in Europe next year, F5000 should 
establish itself as one of the premier formulae in the world. 

Already the formula attracts drivers of many nationalities 
and the number of constructors for the formula probably 
totals more than anything other than FF. The only common 
factor up until recently has been the use of American 
engines, but with Ford’s new V6 and the Repco-developed 
British Leyland engine variety in this area is promised. 

With this world-wide acceptance of F5000 and the tremen- 
dous racing it now provides, the opportunity arises for a 
real world championship. We have mooted this idea before 
but with the tremendous interest in the three big champion- 
ships, it should be possible to find a sponsor to promote one 
tremendous series starting in Britain and then moving to 
America and then New Zealand and Australia. It would 
provide a year-long championship and ought to create a 
lot of interest. 

F5000 was never intended to replace Fl. It has created its 
‘own niche in the structure of racing and has an important 
role to play in the development of drivers. During the past 
year the standard of racing and the cars involved has risen 
‘out of all recognition. No longer in Europe do we have two- 
thirds of a grid filled with nonentities using out-dated 
machinery. The racing is fast, exciting and close. This year 
there were 10 different winners in the Rothmans champion- 
ship and nobody won more than two races. That is what 
motor racing is all about and, thanks to the obstinacy of 
John Webb in the face of almost total opposition to the 
formula continuing a couple of years ago, we now have a 
type of racing in Europe which has the spectacle of F1 and 
which race promotors can afford. 

There is one slight reservation which entrants might have 
in that it is expensive to compete in—particularly with 
more and more racing outside Britain —and the same money 
could buy an Fi ride. F5000 provides the same sort of car 
to drive and the same speeds but it is very much a formula 
which the privateer can take part in and hope to be success- 
ful. In Fl the privateer does not stand a chance — in F5000 
he does, and as long as the current situation exists the 
formula has nothing but a healthy future in front of it. 


our cover picture 
Formula 5000 really came of age during 1973 and it was battles like 
this one between Tony Dean and Teddy Pilette at Oulton Park in t 

Gold Cup which made it 20 good for the spectator. Mike Kettlewell’s 
review of the year starts on page 24. ‘proto Peter MePaaven 
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edited by lan Phillips 


RAC Talk-in — cuts decided 


‘The RAC’s Talk-in on their line of 
action in dealing with the fuel 
Situation is extensively covered 
in. Special Stage and Purely 
Personal. Suffice it to say that 
RAC motor sport division director 
Dean Delamont clearly laid out 
the governing body's tactics and 
accepted criticism that commu: 
nications with the press and the 
licence holders had not been good 
enough. This latter matter was 
going to be looked into. 

Mr Delamont explained that the 
RAC felt it unwise to continually 
press the Government when motor 
Sport was insignificant with what 
the Government had to deal with 
and said " why force the Govern- 
ment into saying *no" to motor 
sport as we would then have to 
go back and get the ‘no’ changed 
to a *yes’.” 

‘The RAC maintained that the 
negotiations regarding the fuel 
crisis should not have been con: 
ducted in a blaze of publicity and 
that the energies of the motoring 
press should have been devoted 
fo attacking the Government 
not the RAC, felling every 
sport enthusiast to write to his 
MP and not to the RAC. "If an 


MP gets 10 letters on one subject 
he Begins to. ait 


up and take 
notice,” Mr Delamont remarked. 
He added that “a civil servant 
reminded me the other day that 
the Government could turn round 
tomorrow and say no to motor 
Facing."" Mr Delamont also ex- 
pressed serious concern thac there 
Were talks of overthrowing th 
RAC as the governing body 

A disturbing aspect did emerge 
from the Talk-in however, when 
Certain members of the RAC Race 
Committee discovered from Phil 
Drackett—director of the RAC 
press and public relations division 
find chairman of the. Talk-in— 
that thelr committee was a sub 


committee and had no power in 
enforcing decisions. 

This fact came out when it was 
mentioned that the line of action 
unanimously agreed by the RAC 
Race Committee at their special 
meeting to decide the 20 per cent 
cut, was subsequently changed 


(the Race Committee had decide 
that the Government be officially 
advised of the 20 per cent cut 


decision, before it was to be 
announced to the press in a blaze 
tory on the following 
Monday. with, if possible, 
Government comment). It was 
then announced by Phil 
Drackett. that. he had  chan- 
ged the decision of the Race 


Committee and Dean Delamont in 
that the press be told on the 
Friday and the Government were 
informed subsequently in the 
form of a letter. This caused a 
certain amount of uproar—not s0 
much the consequences of n 

advising the Government first, but 
that the RAC system can allow 
the. director of the press and 
public relations division to. over 
Fale a decision of the RAC Race 
Committee and its director. 
(rackett's reason was that the 
RAC statement should be issued 
at the same time as the one 
Quoted in last week's Pit and 
Paddock from the Central Council 


of Physical Recreation, to which 
fone gent remarked the RAC had 
taken two months to issue a 
release, so why not wait another 


Jn concluded in rather 
stormy conditions with the major 
Circuit owners showing how they 
have applied the 20 per cent cuts. 


MCD managing director John 
Webb ‘stated that their four 
circuits used approximately 


69,800 gallons and therefore had 
to’ save 14,000 gallons to meet 
the cuts. This he had done, by 
cancelling six minor race meet- 
ings at Brands Hatch and two 
minor clubbles at Mallory. Park; 
there would be no cancellations 
at Oulton and as Snetterton's 
Tength had been reduced by a 
rd, there was no need to make 
further cancellations at that circuit. 
Mr Webb did not believe it would 
be necessary to reduce the length 
of ‘races at any international 
‘meeting, but all other race lengths 
would be reduced by 20 per cent 
and forall British elreuits, a 
reduction in practice time has 
been agreed of 5 minutes per 
session’ st national” and club 
meetings, while the CSI a 
asking for slightly larger cuts in 
practice periods for international 


meetings. 
"As for Silverstone, BRDC 
secretary Anthony. Salmon ex 


plained that as a large number of 
Other clubs operated at_ Silver- 
Stone, it was up to them how 
they ‘apply the restrictions. AS 
for the BRDC meetings. there 
would be a reduction in the num- 
ber of laps and practice periods 
at. all of their. championship 

tings. A similar situation wilt 
apply at Thruxton, where BARC's 
Sidney Offord explained that as 
the circuit only operates 12 days 
a year, no meeting, he hoped, 
‘would be cancelled, 


The third round of the Tasman championship, the New Zealand GP. at 
Wigram, last Sunday, provided John MeCormack's Repco-engined Elfin 


with @ win. Th 


VDS Chevrons of Teddy Pilette and Peter Gethin took 


the next couple of places, after stops to replace front tyres early in the 
race. Graham McRae’s GM2 shadowed leader Gethin before the latter's 
tyre problem, but McRae retired with a broken valve spring, handing 
the lead to McCormack. David Oxton, Garry Pedersen and Graeme 
Lawrence completed the firat six, and Gethin leads the series by one 


point from MeCormack. 


© Straight after the Brazilian GP, 
Tyrrel driver Jody Scheckter will 
be flying to Los Angeles to com- 
pete in the preliminaries of a 
Sportsman Spectacular, in_ which 
12 sporting stars ‘(including 
boxers Jerry Quarry, Bob 
Foster; speedstars Bobby’ Allison 
and Craig Breedlove and famous 
footballers, baseball players etc), 
will be competing in such events 
as tennis, golf, swimming, weight- 
Lifting, baseball, athletic sprints 
anda 1 mile bicycle race. 
Scheckter’s American successes 
earned him the place as the only 
competitor from this side of the 
Atlantic in this very lucrative 
Competition, for which the grand 
final takes place on February 
26-27. Nick Brittan was recently 
appointed Scheckter's manager. 

STP have confirmed that they 
will be supporting Richard Petty 
in NASCAR racing this year, des- 
pite rumours of their complete 
withdrawal. This is STP's fourth 
Successive year with Petty, the 
holder of four national stock car 
championship titles. However 
STPs Involvement with 
Indianapolis still seems doubtful, 


Triplex 
back G1 


Following the 
Colin Vandervell, Triplex have 
switched their sponsorship to a 
production saloon car champion- 
ship. The 22-round championship 
will be called the Triplex Pro- 
duction Saloon Car Championship 
and over £3,000 will be available 
in prize money. 

There will be four classes, up 
to £999, £1,000 ¢o £1,249, £1,250 
to £1,509 and over £1,600, ‘The 
first four places in each class 
will score ‘points on a 4-3-2-1 
system. The best 15 scores will 
count towards the championship. 

Prize money will be allocated 
at €15, £10 and €5 for the first 
three in each class per race. For 
the final there will be €100 to 
the overall winner and £50 each 
for the other three class win- 
ners. Second and third in each 
class will receive €35 and £25 
respectively. 


G2 BMWs sold 


‘The current economic difficulties 


retirement of 


are having their most serious 
‘motor sporting effect. on the 
European Touring Car Champion: 


ship. As stated in last week's Pit 
and Paddock, BMW GmbH will 
not be contesting the European 
G2 series with works cars after 
lining up a strong driver line-up 
for their new 24 valve CSLs. It 
is rumoured that the cars have 
been sold to Rikki von Opel and 
George Loos. 

‘Meanwhile, the situation with 


Ford is not clear ether. It seems 
that with no BMW factory 
opposition, they are reconsider 


ing thelr programme and will not 
be contending all of the ETC 
rounds. Certainly confusion sur- 
rounds Ford drivers John. Fitz- 
patrick and Rolf Stommelen who 
have conteacts to race the Capris 
this season but were not men- 
tioned in the recent Ford pr 
release When the 1974 G2 Capri 
drivers were stated as being 
Lauda, Hezemans, Mass and 
Glemeer. 


New Royales 


Royale are offering new versions 
of their successful FF and FSV 
models for 1974. Several detailed 
chassis and suspension develop 
ments have been made on both 
cars under the direction of the 
new development engineer, Rory 
Byrne. The new FF, the RPIGA 
now has larger radiators, modi- 
fled fuel filter and new bodywork 
‘which complies with the latest 
regulations. The FF has already 
been sold to a number of custo- 
mers whilst the FSV RPIBA is 
Selling well abroad and one has 
gone to former FF man Bill 
Burley. 
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Kinnunen and Perkins 
Amon F1 customers ? 


Ttalian Auto- 
sprint week suggested 
that Australian F3 star Larry 
Perkins would be seen inthe 
Second Amon FI car at some 
stage this year. Perkins, who 


Larry Perkins —FI or F5000? 


only arrived in Europe at the 
beginning of 1973 had some ex. 
cellent races in a GRD and later 
a Brabham, is currently working 
for Amon and as both are from 
down under, the tie-up would 
fem fairly ‘ogical. Perkins has 
@ lot of support from Australia 
in the form of Repco and David 
Mackay of Scuderia 


years 

‘Amon currently has two 

ferent set ups, one being the 
Racing team in Reading and the 
other, a. construction company 
outside Northampton which in: 
volves ace monocoque man John 
Thompson and designer Gordon 
Fowel 

When the Fl car is finished, 
plans are in hand to build some 


F5000 cars for sale. This would 
seem to be more likely for Larry 
Perkins and of course with his 
Repco connections he could have 
access to one of thelr power units 
which are proving very successful 
in the Tasman series. Just exactly 
who’ will be the number two 
to Amon in the Fl team, which 
ig likely to make its debut in one 
Of the British non-championship 
races, Is uncertain at the moment 
but one driver known to be look 
Ing for an FI ride at the moment 
ig Finn Leo Kinnunen who has 


Leo Kinnunen — wants FI 


decided to forsake Interserie. A 
recent. advertisement from the 
KAW team who have backed Kin: 
funen for a number of years, said 
that they were selling their turbo 
Porsche because they were going 
Fl. The natural place to go to 
buy is March of course but Amon 
ig looking for a second driver; 
are we going to have a bidding 
match between Max Mosely and 
Chris Amon, well known sparring 
partners, (oF the services of Kin- 


The new Esses corner at Snetterton, 
joins the original one by a right-hand bend (above) and the view from 
the opposite side of the Esses showing how tricky this new bend is 


going to be (below). Immediately prior to the right-hand bend shown 
Gbove, is a left-hand sweep after a long, fast straight from Sear corner. 
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BARC championships: 
Stewart’s gold medal 


Sidney Offord, general manager 
of the BARC, said at the 
announcement ‘of the "club's 
championships on Monday. that 
the intention is to reduce lengths 
of races and cut five minutes 
from each practice session at 
Thruxton to comply with the 20 
per cent cut 

‘The BARC programme shows a 
total of 37 race meetings which 
includes six internationals, with 
rounds of the European F2 
championship, the European GT 
chemplonship,Europesn _2-litre 
Sports car’ championship and 
three rounds of the Rothmans 
F5000 championship. 

‘A new Innovation for commer- 
cial championships was 
nounced by the BARC 
thelr Press conference. In th 
1974 Wella for Men Form 
Ford series, each competitor will 
be issued ‘with a double point 
joker which he can use at any 
of the 14 rounds to score double 
points. If he doesn’t score any 
Points then he cannot play his 

in_and, to play the joker, 
petitor must signify hi 
intention by handing it in when 
signing on before practice 

"The other BARC champlon- 
ships confirmed were the For. 
ward Trust special saloon and 
Foeward Trust special saloon and 
Formula 3 Championships (14 
rounds in each), the Blue Circle 
mod sports series (13 rounds) 
4nd the Britax production saloon 
championship (13 rounds)—all of 
which were run in 1973—while 


Tricentrol take over the backin 
of the sports GT championship 
(2 rounds). To obtain points and 
prize money in all BARC cham- 
plonships, the competitor must 
be a member of the BARC and 
carry the relevant decals on each 
side of the car, and for the Wella 
series it is necessary to register 
with the BARC. The former point 
of having to be a member of the 
BARC may cause some ill feel 
Ing, for many of the champlon- 


ship rounds are run at restricted 
meetings where other clubs are 
Invited 

In addition, Vauxhall an- 


nounced that they will again be 
running a special Vauxhall race 
at the Easter Monday Thruxton 
international meeting’ when 20 
Firenza sport coupes “will be 
provided by dealers for star 
rivers from formula and saloon 
car racing in a 10-lap race. 

All the sponsors represented 
at the BARC Press conference 
voiced thelr enthuslastle support 
for these championships and in 
reply Sidney Offord thanked the 
Sponsors for remaining. faithful 
to the club in backing the vari- 
ous championships in these difi- 
cult times. 

‘The full facts and figures, in 
cluding paints, prize monies’and 
qualifying rounds, of all these 
BARC championships will be 
given ina guide to all commer- 
Cially sponsored national cham- 
plonships, to appear in next 
‘week's AUTOSPORT. 


Jackie Stewart with Earl Howe who presented him with his BARC 


gold medal earlier this week. 


Jackie Stewart was presented 
with his BARC Gold Medal at 
Teception in London at the be- 
ginning of this week. Bill Paul 
Chairman of the BARC, said, be- 
fore handing over to Lord # 

for the presentation, that 
don’t give many of these medals 
away ‘and 1 don't want to be 
Unfair to the other winners but 
we feel that Stewart's achieve 
ments are more outstanding than 
any of the others.” 

‘Stewart in reply thanked the 
BARC for helping him in many 
ways during his career. “One of 
the first races I did when I came 
down to sort out the economy 
south of the border was a BARC 
meeting and of course when I 
visited” Goodwood with my 
brother it was all BARC. I wish 


you every success with Thruxton 
and hope that you can generate 
that typical BARC atmosphere 
there. | would also like to sin- 
cerely thank the marshals, the 
main ingredients In the safety of 
motor sport, for all their assist- 
ance they have given me.” 

He also went on to thank Ken 
‘Tyrrell who “is currently playing 
in. South America and” lying 
around in the sun. Ken has a 
Dig task ahead of him and I can 
think of no one better to bring 
on two young drivers. Ken is the 
finest team manager in the world 
and the most human man in 
motor sport, To Derek Gardner 
T'also extend special thanks and 
also to Walter Hayes, not only 
from me but from the whole of 
motor sport.” 
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WHAT A START 
TO THE 
SEASON! 


The first of World Championship races is now 
behind us and what a start to the 1974 season 
it proved to be. “Motoring News” said in a recent 
editorial when talking of the 1974 season—"It's 
a fascinating prospect, and perhaps the most open 
year for the past decade. Motor Racing is back in 
business again !"" 


MAKE A 


Our 44 different tour itineraries to overseas 
motor races are detailed in a glossy, colour- 
ful 56 page brochure — it's packed with 
facts and interesting information. Get a 
copy now. Send the coupon below. 


DON’T DELAY—THE SEASON IS UNDER 
WAY AND THE FIRST EUROPEAN GP IS 
ONLY A SHORT WHILE AWAY. 


Call KATE HAYNES for a reservation on 
(0533) 51211 


PAGE & MOY LTD 
136-138 London Road, Leicester, LE2 1EB 
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CanAm prospects poor; 
F5000 looking good 


Following the cancellation of the 
Laguna Seca CanAm round last 
week, it has been announced that 
the race will be replaced by an 
F5000 championship race on 
October 13, making it the final 
round, The ‘prospects for CanAm 
now. look very bleak. The can- 
cellation of the Laguna Seca race 
‘was a big blow to the G7 cham- 
pionship as the circuit has been 
{4 stalwart of the series since the 
early 1960s, It is almost definite 
thatthe Castrol Oil sponsorship 
of the Laguna CanAm race will 
be retained so that the prize 
money for the F5000 race should 
be at least equal to the best 
offered in last year's L&M backed 
Meanwhile a prize fund 


‘series, 
Of $50,000" per event hus 
recently been guaranteed for each 


Of the seven F5000 championship 
events, 


While the F5000 championship 
becomes stronger and. stronger 
and CanAm becomes less and less 
interesting: the latest entrant to 
pull out ts Roy Woods who has 
sold his McLaren M20. which 
David Hobbs drove in last year's 
CanAm, The M20 has been bought 
by Herb Kaplan who has run a 
MeLaren MSF for Scooter Pat 
rick during the past two seasons. 
‘The sale of the M20 means that 
there is not a single good 
MeLaren_ or Lola chassis in. the 
hands of a top rank CanAm 
team, If UOP do go.ahead with 
thelr new Shadow for 
Peter Revson and Jackie Oliver 
theirs will probably be the only 
serious CanAm effort of 1974, 
following the virtual outlawing of 
the Porsches with the SCCA's 
fuel restrictions 


No drive for 
Alan Jones 


Australian Alan Jones was rather 
despondent last_week about his 
prospects for, 1974 following the 


Withdrawl of Denys Dobbie's 
DART team. Although Jones has 
had a couple of offers for 


Formula Three drives he feels 
that the time has come to make 
a step upwards and is looking 
for an. F500 ride. 

Jones was the most successful 
driver in the DART-GRD team 
last year winning a number of 
races in the F3 cars and leading 
the International John Player 
Championship for the majority of 
the season only to be beaten by 
the double points ruling in the 
final round, 


Alan Jones — wants F5000, 


NASCAR opener 


Bobby Allison — “heat win. 


stopped 


NASCAR's opening race of the 
year, a rare 500 mile road race 
Tun at Riverside, was stopped by 
‘@ heavy rain storm after 63 of 
the 191 laps, The leader at the 
time was Bobby Allison driving 
a brand mew Coca Cola Chey- 
rolet Chevelle which he had 
qualified third. Allison took the 
lead from David Pearson's Woods 
brothers run Purolator Filters 
backed Mercury on the 42nd lap 
when Pearson made the first of 
his pit stops. Pearson, who was 
Quickest in. practice, had worked 
back to third place by the time 
of the red flag, while Richard 
Petty was holding second just 
100 yards behind Allison. The 
race will be rerun on Saturday. 


@Ansell Competition Services, 
the FF preparation specialists, 
have recently moved. Their new 
address, from which they will 
undertake all types of prepara- 
tion, is 373 Ware Road, Hert- 
ford. Tel: Hertford 5316. 
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‘© Chrysler UK will be concentra 
ting this season on the Castrol 
British Touring Car Champion. 
ship with a pair of Chrysler 
Avengers in the up to 1600 cc 
class, headed by a car for Ber- 
ard’ Unett. 


F3 clarification 


The RAC stated positively last 
week that engine builders pre 
paring for the new 2-litre For- 
mula 3 would not be allowed to 
add metal to the block. A num- 
ber of engine builders who have 
been planning to stretch the 
existing 1600 cc twin. cams to 
2ilitres have been welding liners 
to the blocks in order to. make 
the extra capacity and this is 
what the regulations forbid. 


George Robinson of Vegantune 
who are preparing stretched 
twin cams told us this week that 
their engine will be 1974 cc 
with mo adding of metal, The 
power figures that these engines 
are giving at the moment’ are 
around 160 bhp with a 24 mm air 
restrictor. The 2-litre twin cams 
are reported to be extremely tor- 
Quey in the low ranges. which 
should bring back wheel spinning 
starts to F3. 

Vegantunes intend to service 
a maximum of 10 customers in F3 
next year although they will 
Supply conversion kits to anyone 
that wants them, Robinson” re- 
ported that provisional orders for 
Engines were extremely good but 
at the present time very few 
people were prepared to com- 
mit themselves fully. 


F3 in Germany 


A lucrative German F3 champion. 


Ship was announced this week 
Sponsored by Polyfac and the 
ADAC, the national club. The 


overall championship winner will 
receive 10,000 DM (about £5,000) 
fand the ‘next few. places are 
worth eight, six, four, three, two 
and one thousand Deutchmarks. 
The championship will have ten 
rounds including races at the 
Nurburgring and Hockenheim. 
Each race is worth 1,500 DM to 
the winner and. everybody will 
receive prize money. 

The Germans are keen to have 
foreign participation and. Barry 
Bland at MRC (01-930 9546) 

es that he can arrange strong 
British participation 


Lawrence’s 
Ehrlich 


Derek Lawrence has signed to 
drive the Formula Ill Ehrlich_on 
& regular basis this year, The 
car is likely to be fitted with a 
2ditre Pinto engine prepared by 
HoBbay. The team plan to do 
fair number of European events 
Including the international and 
Monaco and Monza, 


Dave Walker has recently been testing the new F3 GRD 374 equipped 


with a Holbay Pinto en 
last year, the most noticed! 


ie. The car is considerably modified from 
le feature being the front radiator 


BRIEFLY... 


© The Surrey Centre of the BARC 
are holding a Marshals training 
day on Sunday, January 27, nea 
Redhill in Surrey and still’ have 
a few places left on the course 
Anyone interested in the course 
should contact Richard Fripp a 
Walton 27505. The training wil 
be mostly practical and concern 
the manning of Marshall's posts, 
race control, rescue units first 
aid and $0 on, 


@The family of the late Peter 
Collins wish to donate some of 
his trophies to be used as 
memorial awards. If there is any 
Car Club that would be interested 
in such an award, would the 
secretary please contact Michael 
Ware, Curator, National Motor 
Museum, Beaulieu, Hants. The 
jational Motor Museum is hand- 
the distribution of these 


@ The Griish Women Racing 
Drivers’ Club. are holding. thelr 
annual party and awards presen. 
tation at the Post House, London 
Airport, on February ‘1 from 
430 pm to. 1 am. Tickets are 
£2.50 ‘and. available from Alison 
Davis, Withington, Bramley Road, 
Sherfield-on-Loddon, Basing: 
stoke, Hants. 

Gerry Marshall reported this 
week that testing of the Vauxhall 
Ventora special saloon car is 
going well. At Silverstone re- 
cently he managed to 

Mick Hill’s lap record "the only 
decent one he holds." Who did 
Marshall think would be his big- 
gest threat in special saloons ? 
“Gerry Marshall in the Thames 
Firenza." How will Marshall cope 
with the 20 per cent cut? “Take 
it easy for two laps or drive like 
Mick Hill for the whole race.” 

© The prices quoted for Royale’s 
cars in last week's guide not 
only excluded engines but alsa 
gearboxes, 


WANTED 


Someone to break David Purley's Formula Atlantic lap records. Give your- 
self a real chance with a Lec race engine. We have a number of new and 
race winning secondhand BDA Atlantic engines ready for delivery now. We 
also offer full rebuild facilities. 

Why not ring and ask for full details of specification and prices now. 


Lec Race Engines 


BOGNOR REGIS 25914 


Graphic Designer 
Can you drive 

amadgic 
marker 


the winning 
shock 
absorbers 


Koni successes are non-stop. in Formula 1, world 
SRammpionship races, in international rallies, in club and 
open events, its. Koni drivers who ‘win ihe trophies, 
and get the champagne. In fact inted care won 
the following Pt Grand Prix races in 1973 
Argentina, Brazil, South African, ‘British, "Spanish 
Eutopean’ Monaco, Swedish, French, Austrian, Italian. 
Canadian git z 

‘Got Koni grand prix roadholding power on your car 
You ‘would “appreciate the cool, precise confidence 
Koni ‘shock absorbers give to your driving 

Kon! are made for “almost ‘every car. Available 


Stanbury Foley isa bright fast moving 
creative team in the highspeed world 
Cf motor racing - working on a wide range of print, 
Press advertising, display and corporate design. 


through your garage, or write to sole concessionaires 
J. W, E. Banks & Sons Ltd (Dept K14). Crowiand, 
Peterborough, PEG OJP. Tel: Crowland 316. 
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Pit and Paddock 


Will Emerson win at home? 


The second round of the World 
Championship takes place this 
Sunday at Interlagos, near Sao 
Paolo’ in Brazil. Nearly 200 
miles of this 4.9 mile fast and 
twisty circuit makes it one of the 
toughest GPs and with its many 
differing bends, there area 
couple of hairpins, a couple of 
fast banked comérs, some smooth, 
some bumpy, it takes a lot of 
getting used to and setting up of 
the car, The track has always 
suited the JPSs and after their 
troublés in Argentina it would be 
very surprising if they did not 
come out somewhere near the 
top. this time, Last year, the 
first. world championship round 
to be held at the circuit, Ronnie 
Peterson claimed his first ever 
pole position with JPS and hav- 
Ing. repeated this performance 
more often than not since, he can 
be relied upon to do it again this 
time, His new team mate Jacky 
Tekx was enthusiastic about his 
new mount in Argentina and 
considering he was on the front 
row last year with the B2 Ferrari, 
he obviously likes the track and 
should be In with a good chance 

Interlagos Is of course Emerson 
Fittipaldi’s home circuit (his 
father runs the circuit) and he 
has been testing there recently 
with the McLaren M23. He man- 
aged to take the Texaco Marl- 
boro backed car round some two 
Seconds under the lap record 
Which he currently holds jointly 
with his team mate Denny 
Hulme. Last year the JPSs were 
some two seconds quicker than 
fany other car round the circuit 
during practice and it will be 
Interesting to see if the McLaren 
M23 can match it this time. Like 
Reutemann in Argentina, “Fitti 
paldi has the hearts of over 
100,000" Brazilians behind 
him at Interlagos which has 
to be woth a second or so but 
when It comes to the race, Hulme 
is bound to match him ‘all the 
way. especially with maximum 
points from the first GP under 
his bel—his fastest lap with the 
MI9C Tast year was’ recorded 
with ‘the car stuck In top gear 

‘After. his tragic. luck in 
Argentina Carlos Reutemann will 


be out to prove that he has now 
well and truly reached: the top 
With “Bernie Ecclestone’s Brab- 
ham BT44 and must be a strong 
candidage. Interlagos is the scene 
of “Lole’s™ sole Fl victory, he 
won the non-championship event 
In 1972 with the BT37 and with 
the blessing of President Peron 
he just has to go well. Interlagos 
could be the scene of Mike Hall- 
wood’s first GP victory with the 
Yardley-McLaren. He seems really 
happy with his new mount and 
he was always competitive with 
the F2 Surtees round the circuit 
(he won the last F2 event there 
in 1972) and must be rated 
highly, 

‘The Ferrari revival in GP rac- 
Ing is one of the best things that 
could have happened and both 
Clay Regazzonl and Niki Lauda 
must be delighted with the 


results In Argentina. Regga was 
fourt 


quickest last year and his 
Stand hom in 

sad this year with a fully 
car while Lauda's 
Improvement should 


give him a good result. The per. 
formance oft 


new Shadow in 
nice surprise and 
Peter. Revson's obvious enthust 
asm for the UOP set up makes 
him a possible winner; lets hope 
he and. team mate Jean-Pierre 
Jarier can get past the first 
corner this time, 

‘There are a couple of very long 
straighte on. the. circuit which 
should suit James Hunt in the 
Hesketh March; James led a GP 
for the first time at Buenos Aires, 
albeit rather Briefly, but he obvi- 
sly intends to take up where 
he left off Inst year and a win 
cannot be that far away now. 
‘The Hesketh itself will be present 
at the track and although it may 
be used in practice it is almost 
Certain that James will race the 
March, probably for the last time. 


The man who more than any 
at this circuit is likely to pull 
off a major surprise is Carlos 
Pace. Like Emerson F. this is 
where he learat to drive racing 
cars. The new Surtees TS16 
showed promise in Argentina and 
“Moco” ran strongly in the first 


six until his engine expired. 
Almost every race he has done at 
Interlagos in Fl or F2 no matter 
where he starts on the grid, Pace 
has moved into first or second 
place at some stage on the first 
Tap and this time is unlikely to 
be any exception; if his luck 
holds he must be due a fair 
number of championship points 
here 

‘The Tyrrelis did not handle at 
all_ well at Interlagos last year 
and it was only the very best in 
Jackie Stewart gave him 
second place. tually 
Identical "cars but two new 
drivers, neither of whom have 
ever visited the track before, 
they are going to be hard pushed 
this time. Tt will be interesting 
to see whether or not the tor. 

1p bar rear suspension is tried 
again; if It works it will prob- 
ably be a tremendous advantage. 
Reports from Argentina suggest 
that Scheckter was really flinging 
the car about out of Ken Tyrrell's 
Sight. At Interlagos you are only 
out of sight of anyone for a few 
jeconds and it will be interest- 
ing to see if he is given his full 
rein this time. Patrick Depailler's 
steady drive to sixth place in 
‘Argentina was just’ what was 
needed and providing his leg does 
not give him too much trouble 
he can be relied upon to do the 


The rest of the entry will be 
exactly the same as in Argentina 
with the exception of Wilson 
Fittipaldi who will be making his 
one ‘and only GP appearance of 
the year with the works Brab- 
ham BT42 which was used for 
Richard Robarts to practice with 
in Argentina, 


© The first international meéting 
of the season, is the BARC’s 
Mallory Park event on Sunday, 
March 10. The main race is 
30 lap round in the John Player 
Atlantic Championship and con- 
teary to the regulations, there 
will be two 25 lap Castrol Group 
1 races, and the programme will 
be completed with a 20-lap For- 
ward Trust F3 event, 


Beaulieu’s 
500 party 


really splendid party took 
Place at Beaulieu on Sanuary: 12, 
in the restaurant of the 

Motor Museum. Nearly 
peaple who had been associated 
with 500 cc car racing, turned 
Up, and they were soon deep in 
feminiscences of those’ splendid 
days. What af some of the drivers 
used to go into strict training 
fon beer and crumpet, and there 
Were punch-ups in the paddock 
after a few of the races? They 
Were more colourful personalities 
than the — clean-living young 
drivers of today! 

‘Among those present were 
Dick Caesar, who probably got 
the first idea, John Cooper, who 
made so many of the cars, Colin 
Strang, who won the first events, 
and Stirling Moss, who showed 

‘a 800 could corner faster 

than’ drontengined Grand. Prix 
Jim Russell had brought the 
famous Aurosrort Trophy with 
him, George Wicken showed a 
Sim’ of George Wicken winning 
races, and “Eric Brandon, Alan 
Brown, je Bradnack, Reg 
Bicknell, Clit Davis, Paul Emery. 
Don Truman, and’ Pop Lewis: 
Evans were ail telling tall stories 
in the bar. There were only wo 
short speeches, by Peter Kendall 
and John Bolster, and the organi- 
‘capable hands 
who continues 


to run the 500 Exhibition until 


1B. 


January 27. 


based preparation company 
specialising in any single seaters 
from FF to FAtiantic. Hugh Ash- 
ton, former chief mechanic with 
the SHARP race hire concern is 
the man to contact at Cambridge 
44193. 

© The Ladbrokes odds for the 
Brazilian Grand Prix, as of Mon- 
day this week were: 9-4 Ronnie 
Peterson, 7-2 Emerson Fittipaldi, 
4-1, Jody Scheckter, 8-1. Jacky 
Iekx, 10-1, James” Hunt and 
Denny Hulse; 12-1 Peter Revson 
and 16-1 bar the rest. 


CATCHPOLE 


By Barry Foley 


‘ALL MOTORSPORT TOBE 
UT BY 20% 


( 


\ 


| REALLY GOOD... BICELLENT. f TWAT MEANS ENTRY FEES 
| GODOWN FREI £6.00 10 £420 


< y & expel 
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Correspondence 


What about rallying ? 


It is with increasing annoyance that I read 
about motor sport being re-introduced in this 
country since the fuel shortage, but there is 
no mention of the recommencement of rally. 
ing. Motor racing has been given the green 
light afbeit with a 20 per cent cut back in 
race length, but no rallying. 

T write this letter to point out that com- 
panies such a5 ours rely almost completely on 
the supply of rally goods, ie tyres, suspension 
units, lights, roll-bars (etc). Why is racing to 
be allowed and not rallying ? Are rally drivers 
regarded as the poor relations ? 

Haye the RAC made a formal approach to 
the Ministry of Transport in an effort to get 
permission to start rallying in some form, 
oon ag possible ? If not, why not ? 

T can't see why It's regarded as okay for 
thousands of people each week to roar off 
to football matches, burning hundreds of 
gallons of fuel and yet it is wrong to stage 
‘even the smallest 12 car event using next to 
no fuel. 1 suppose it's because there might 
be miners and train drivers who go to football 
‘matches and we all know we must not upset 
these people, 

‘Must close now it's nearly 3nm and gettinn 
dark and we are not allowed lights on Sunday, 
Monday, Tuesday, or Wednesday. Vive le 
Motor Sport 
TATTENHALL, CHESHIRE ALAN MixsHaw. 

(Chairman, Demon Tweeks) 


Stewart should be 
No. 1, not Peterson 


Wot a diabolical tiberty. Ronnie Peterson 
driving @ car in the Grand Prix of Argentina 
marked No 1. Have we forgotten so quickly 
who is World Champion (and Sportsman of 
the Year)? 

‘When that great driver Jochen Rindt was 30 
tragleally killed we ram without a No 1 the 
following. season as a mark, of respect. Where 
Is our respect now ? 

We should be honouring this great man 
Stewart, The finest ever ambassador of the 
Sport, Jackie earned the right to drive No 1 
Peterson hag yet to prove he is No 1. So why 
not run without No las the great man has 
now retired. We honoured a great driver 
(Rindt) then why not honour the greatest 
driver ever in the same way. He is at least 
alive to appreciate it. If not for all season 
maybe inthe British GP. I love this sport 
very much and this I feel is disgusting. 
Richton, SUSSKX. Grorrney Frrcn. 


French and... 


After the brilliant innovators of motor 
racing, such as Colin Chapman, or Robin 
Herd, to name but two, must we now add 
the name of Louis Stanley. Announcing that 
FRM (sorry BRM) would become a financially 
self-supporting organisation with * major 
commercial projects under way which will 
pay for the racing programme, It is some- 
thing T have been working on for two and a 
half years." Surely this is bound to be a 
major breakthrough for motor racing. Could 
this be the answer to paying phenomenal 
retaining fees (£50,000) to drivers ? 

This is disposable drivers, guaranteed to 
last half a season in minor positions, but are 
not technically in advance yet to come in the 
first six positions of a Grand Prix regularly. 
You may laugh, but dear Lord Louis has 
‘emphatically stated that “the car comes first. 
the drivers are expendable.” Of course the 
new line in drivers will be completely made 
in Britain because “it would give me great 
pleasure to have British drivers,” and they 
will be painted patriotically az are FRM 
(sorry again, BRM) cars in British Racing 
Green, What a marvellous sight it would be 
to see a British Racing Green driver, in a 


British Racing Green car, win a British 
Racing Green Grand Prix. “It-is tragic that 
national automobile clubs should be allowed 
to barter the name of their national Grand 
Prix to cigarette companies.” Here, "here 
sit We are British, even though we are in 
the Common Market 

‘Also Big Lou has suggested “the whole 
concept of sponsorship must be revised.” 
Why should a team tell its sponsors, where 
they are racing, or what drivers they are 
entering I mean if a team has to tell its 
sponsors everything. something must be 
wrong. Sponsors, of course should behave 
themselves, and” remember what a great 
honour is to be involved in a great team, 


-they should simply pay the money. 


Finally, let's just clear up one point. It 
was Louis Stanley who was the first to 
Introduce outside commercial sponsorship, 
namely Yardley in 1970, and not someone 
like Colin Chapman with Gold Leaf in 1968. 
Tunsmioce Wetts, Kent. BL Annes. 


... British Racing 
Motors 


1 was Interested to read today of BRM's 
plans for 1974, and as usual found their 
managing directors’ comments amusing. Ob- 
Louis Stanley is suffering from a 
case of sour grapes over his team's 
divorce from Marlboro, and it seems 
most outside observe 
the slow and painful death of BRM as a 
serious Grand Prix contender. Following two 
dismal seasons, the prospects for a new 
sponsor of the team would have been bleak. 
inley ‘seems to know what he's doing, but, 
ax pointed out in the Autosport Annual lat 
month, one wonders whether his motives are 
for the good of BRM.and the sport. 

His criteria for choosing his drivers appears 
to be erratic, and if he really rates Derek 
Bell, then why not give him a drive, rather 
than pass the third drive to a second-rate 
Frenchman—or perhaps Derek Bell didn't 
consider the BRM to be “the right equip- 
ment,” as did Regazzoni, Lauda and Gethin 
earlier. And what happened to Vern Schup- 
pan after two years under the wing of BRM? 

Now that Mr Stanley is "absolutely 
delighted” that BRM has no sponsor, one can 
only hope that they can muddle thelr way 
through this season without any financial 

ter. the few people who still 
believe in BRM will hope for a better season 
ahead: how about a Bank Holiday for the di 
when a BRM in British Racing Green scores 
@ Championship point? At least it would 
keep Denis Jenkinson happy. 

Further, Louis Stanley was not, as he 
claims, “responsible for the introduction of 
outside sponsorship,” since everybody, except 
Stanley, knows that Lotus gained John Player 
sponsorship as Gold Leaf Team Lotus in 
1968, two full years before BRM’s became 
Yardiey BRM's. 

Incidentally, the previous Lotus 1-2 (before 
Monza 1973)’ was’ Kyalami 1968, and not 
Watkins Glen 1967, as reported’ in every 
magazine last September. 

Conon: BRIDGE ‘Axous W. BeTHune 


50 mph statistics 


The Chief Constable of mid-Anglia, Mr 
Frederick Drayton Porter, was reported over 
the week-end to be advocating extending the 
50 mile-an-hour speed limit for an experi- 
mental period after the fuel crisis 

In support of the proposal, he quoted 
the marked drop in casualties and deaths 
on the roads in the area for December 1973 
compared with the same period the previous 
year, and concludes by stating “this indi- 


cates that the mad drivers have disappeared 
from our roads.” 

‘Whilst ‘the observations are interesting, 
no account appears to have been taken of 
other variables during the periods under 
Feview—such as comparisons of weather 
conditions, traffic densities, also the possible 
effect of ‘the stay-at-home extended Christ 
mas holiday in 1973—only when all relevant 
factors have been considered can a full 

sessment be made, 

‘A further point worthy of comment is 
the statistics quoted cover all road 


thi 
accidents in the area; a more reasonable 


comparison could have been drawn by ©) 
Gluding accidents occurring in built-up area 
these being independent of the 80 mph limit 
Perhaps this is a case of selecting which: 
ever statistics suit one’s argument. 

‘Conversely, if the road research organisa- 
tions were to establish the worth of the 
50 mph limit from the safety aspect, then 
perhaps an even lower limit should be con~ 
Sidered, and if proved successful a still 
Tower one, Finally a limit of 5 mph might 
become the order of the day, but hopefully 
the Use of the red flag would not be rein+ 
stated! 

Ta conclusion, 1 would pose the questi 
what has happened to the mad drivers ret 
fed to by the Chief Constable, have they 
decided to leave their deadly vehicles at 
home and use public transport, or have they 
suddenly shed their spots and joined the 
fanks of the Sunday afternoon type driver? 

RA. BALDRY. 
1, WARWICKS, 


Surton Cot 


We won, not Holbay 


Messrs. Holbay have every reason to be 
satisfied with the successes achieved in 1973 
by Formula 3 drivers using their engines. 1 
do feel, though, that they have taken a 
liberty to state in their ad that they won 
the [allan Championship, 

"The fact fs that the 1973 Italian Champion, 
Carlo Giorgio, used a Holbay engine in two 
Italian Championship races, He finished 12th 
overall at a combined Italian and French 
Championship race at Monza on the 23rd 
September and 3rd at Vallelunga (Rome) on 
the 4th of November. All points needed by 
Giorgio to win the championship were won 
using Novamotor engines. In the races where 
he used Holbays he always followed Nov: 
motors to the flag (more than one I might 
add). 

‘Also, in lan Phillips’ excellent article he 
stated that we were responsible for the main- 
tenance of Novamotors in the UK which 
was not entirely correct, All Novamotors 
were maintained either in Novara or at 
Norvic Racing Engines, under contract to 
ourselves. 

‘Credit where credit is due, gentlemen. 

CHARLES McCaRry, 
JONN. PETERSON. 


Yes, please 
save threatened Lydden 


Reading Correspondence, we could not help 
reading “Save Lydden" and we are sorry 
to hear yet another circuit being under strain. 

We agree with Doug Wood about Lydden 
Hill, that something has got to be done. If 
they close Lydden, then they'll close other 
circuits. Goodwood has gone, Crystal Palace, 
etc, etc, and if we lose one circuit each 
year, motor sport will go down the drain. 

It costs enough to go to circuits and enter 
with paddock fees, etc. Surely all this money 
should help to get the circuits on their feet, 
Good luck, Doug. 

‘MAnio ap EDMUND LINDSAY, 
Hick Wycomae, Bucks. 
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Why do prospective race drivers 
travel to Belgium for a racing school? 


* Personal tuition by ex-Fl driver ANDRE * We use Zolder (a driver's circuit) 2.6 miles same 
PILETTE (father of F5000 champion Teddy ’ ds G 
Pilette), as Brands GP. 

%* 60 minutes at the wheel of a single seater will 
cost you only £29. (Full hour of driving). %* The cheapest racing school in Europe. 


For further information please contact: 


André Pilette International Racing School 
282 RUE DE NOYER, 1040 BRUSSELS, BELGIUM. From England telephone 010 322 340098 direct STD. 


Jackie Stewart 


Portrait of 
a Champion 


This beautiful drawing is printed by 
on parchment paper of the highest q 
t is composed of thousand: 
ing exquisite detail and acc 
reproduced 

The two 


hography 


y 
iiny ink dots, 


a complete record of Jackie 
id Prix victories including the 
circuits. 

it measures 15%25 inches, is suitable 
for framing or can be hung as a poster. 

At £2.75p each (inc. postage) this represents 
fantastic and appreciating value to the collector 
and enthusiast as well as being of historical 
interest 


Available from: 


W.Stewart Austin, I Presse sete we ——— 

3rd Floor, TL enclose cheque/P.O. No. a 

Clareville House, De ate 

47 Whitcomb Street, cAnhon Pod ry 


London WC2 
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Gethin rounds Dunlop curve with the winning Chevron 


PUKEKOHE 


Gethin wins — McRae unlucky 


By PETER GREENSLADE 


Never farther back than second, Peter Gethin 
(Chevron B24) turned up trumps to win the 
‘Ale New Zealand Internation ‘second 
round in the Peter Stuyvesant $100,000 
series, at Pukekohe last Saturday. His average 
speed’ was 94.45 mph. Winner of the New 
Zealand Grand Prix on the same circuit last 
-. Australian John McCormack (Elfin MRS 
second, 10.8 s behind Gethin, 

just two-fifths of a second 
farther back, David Oxton, the New Zealand 
in his Begg FMS. Teddy Pilette 

), Max Stewart (Lola 7330) and 
‘Warwick Brown (Lola T332) were next in line. 

Gethin led out from the rolling start, but 
was overhauled by poleman Graham McRae 
(McRae GM2) in the fourth of the 58 laps. 
McRae, as he had done at Levin the previous 
xy from the field and built 
up a 40 8 lead after 30 laps, But two laps 
later he was out of the race with a broken 
rear wing mounting bracket. That left 
Gethin the leader and some 24 s clear of 
MeCormack, 

In the course of his run, McRae equalled 
his qualifying time of 61.6 s (about 105 mph) 
to set a new Pukekohe lap record. However, 
fas the chicanes have been eased since last 
year, the 1.75-mile circuit is definitely faster 

Following his fourth place at Levin, Gethin 
now leads the Stuyvesant series. 


ENTRY 


‘The Pukekohe line-up was no different from 
that at Levin. There had been some hope that 
Steve Thompson with the Servis/Alan Brodie 
Chevron B24 would be on hand to add a new 
flavour, but all anybody knew was that he 
‘was still trying to get to New Zealand and 
there was a possibility that he would show 
up for the New Zealand Grand Prix at 


10 


Pictures by JACK INWOOD 


Wigram, the third Stuyvesant round. So the 
“elrcus™ was led by McRae, who admitted 
to damaging three cylinder heads. in the 
course of the Levin meeting and who had 
replaced a pair of his mechanics and 
announced that his engine man was now 
Peter Parnell, a Paraparaumu engine builder, 
‘whose label reads Performanco, one that also 
Is attached to the rocker covers of the Al 
McCully Begg FMS which was placed second 
at Levin, Then, of course, there was Team 
VDS, comprising Peter Gethin and Teddy 
Piletie, which looked the best bet logistically, 
if for no other reason than that the Belgian: 
based equipage has eight Morand engines 
for the two Chevron B24s. However, Gethin 
is not entirely happy with his car, which is 
the one Chris Craft used in Europe last 
season and there was some talk that Chevron 
would be sending along a representative to 
help sort out Gethin's handling problems. 

Pilette's off-course excursion at Levin had 
caused only minor front suspension damage 
to the Chevron B24 and everything was in 
order by the time the car was unloaded at 
Pukekohe. John McCormack, the Australian 
champion, had remedied his Levin lubrication 
problem, caused by an errant circlip, and he 
admitted that the stars must have been on 
his side there for he had switched off imme- 
diately and so escaped damaging his Holden- 
based Repco V8 extensively. Incidentally, 
McCormack and the Elfin MRS must have 
created some sort of record because, by the 
time the car arrived at Pukekohe it had 
covered around 11,800 miles of racing and 
practising ! 

The rest of the Australian contingent 
seemed to be in good spirits. Levin winner 
Johnnie Walker had his Repco V8 Lola T330 
quite unchanged except that its front wheels, 
found to be badly out of alignment after 
Levin, were pointing in the right direction 
Max Stewart and Kevin Bartlett seemed quite 
contented with their T330s" and Warwick 


Brown, looking more confident after his first 
race, since his monumental Surfers’ Paradise 
crashed last February, which earned him a 
Single point for sixth Levin place, was 
obviously hoping for even better things. 

‘Most of the New Zealanders seemed perky 
for they had not been left out in the cold 
by overseas visitors at Levin and one of the 
happiest. was Aucklander Garry Pedersen, 
who had been forced ‘to scratch at Levin 
because of a virus infection. He and his much- 
modified and smart McLaren MJ0B turned up 
ready for the action, 

Graeme Lawrence was another who had 
‘a much more confident air about him when 
his Lola 7332 was unloaded for the first 
Pukekohe qualifying session. Although Law- 
rence has been running his 2-litre Brabham 
and Surtees for the past year, Levin was his 
re-entry into the big stuff following his n 
fatal accident in the 1972 NZ Grand Prix. 

Alan McCully, with his Begg FMS, was on 
hand and rather reticent about discussing his 
second place behind Walker at Levin, but 
obviously pleased to have demonstrated to 
home country audiences that his three Euro- 
pean seasons of Formula 3 racing have borne 
fruit, 

David Oxton, whose FMS has its radiator, 
‘MeCully's, up front, had obviously had 
to atiend to as far as the mechanics of 


fall black (no pun inter 
had been enhanced by some blue coachwork 
Lines which relieved its previously funereal 
appearanct 

Taken by and large, everything pointed to 


inevitably the case. 


PRACTICE 


Practice or qualifying, call it what you may, 
was confined to a palt of one-hour periods on 
the Thursday and another pair of the samé 
duration on the Friday. In che past there have 
been numerous bickerings about the paucity 
of training time, but this year nobody seems 
to be muca concerned. For the first session 
‘on Thursday morning the VDS, Team were 
on the job from the start and Gethin and 
Pilette were subsequently joined by Lawrence, 
‘Oxton, "Walker, Brown, McCormack, Ken 
Smith’ (March ' 782) Robbie Booth 

FM4), Reg Cook (Lola 7300) and, 
momentarily, Dexter Dunlop (McRi 

Gethin and Pilette were obviously out to 
make their marks on the 1.75 mile circuit 
wnich was new to both of them, for the 
chicanes had been introduced since Pilette had 
raced there and, of course, the whole det 
‘new to Gethin. Actually, there was n¢ 
basis for comparison between times this year 
and last year, because the chicanes had be 
opened up considerably since the 1973 race 
in which McRae set a 63.5 (96,92 mph) 
fastest lap. Nevertheless the ambition of the 
more serious contenders was to turn in a 
63s lap which represented 100 mph. The 

jsers obviously had not prepared them- 
for such a contingency for the pro- 
lap speed conversion table only 
Fead up to 65s—96.92 mph. 

Pilette set the ball rolling beyond that by 
getting down to 63.38 fairly smartly while 
Gethin watched him, Then Gethin had a go 
and after a few rounds of the circuit came 
up with 63.18. He was knocking at the door 
‘and, without waiting for an answer, he kicked 
it in with 62.95, which represented 100.4 mph. 
McCormack came down to 64.68 and looked 
good for rather better when a drive shaft 
gave way on the pit straight at about 125 mph 
and the Australian pulled off the track with 
‘a much-mangled rear corner. That finished his 
day. Walker went 65.2, Brown then did 66.8, 
as did Cook. Smith, the little March sounding 
like a real racing car, put in a lot of laps to 
get down to 65.2 and Oxton, not to be dis- 
graced, returned a workmanlike 64.56. 

Everyone was waiting for McRae to put in 
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‘an appearance, but the second session started 
‘without him and Gethin, who had done his 
morning best after five laps, managed to 
whittle himself down to 61.18 after seven laps 
in the second session. It was a figure that 
he was unable to improve upon in the two 
Friday sessions, but, as events turned out, 
it was to. prove good enough to put him on 
the outside of the front row for the rolling 
start. 

In the afternoon session some of the lesser 
lights improved their times and a number of 
other entrants made their first appearance. 
‘Among these was Bartlett, who had his Lola 
Tas0 really singing, and it was not long 
before he looked as though he was going to 
be towards the front rather than the rear of 
the grid, In any event, he came down to 64.85 
and ten, on the next lap, on a clear track 
he put his two lefthand wheels into the rough 
fat the 200-yard braking marker for Champion 
Curve, the fast righthand exit from the pit 
straight. The Lola's rear end let go, its nose 
clippéd the inside safety fence and it looked 
fas though Bartlett had caught it, but round 


taken the impact on his left side, ‘attemj 
to haul himself from the wreckage with ¢: 
tensive fractures from his heel to nis hip. He 
underwent operative treatment within hours, 
but it will be some months before he Is 
mobile again. 
Tt was a sad ending to the day, for" K.B.” 
‘of the most popular men, if not the 
‘in racing In this part of the world 
ny event, by the time everyone had 
jacked up for the bettered 
Gethin's and Pilette’s morning times and next 
in line were Stewart and Oxton (63.68), Brown 
(64.3), Lawrence (04.8), Smith (65.1), McCully 
(65,3) and Walker (65.7). 
the final chance day, dawned just 
¢ the Thursday and when 
were called for the first 
GM2 Was among them. 
the presence of 
the triple Tasman champ, int 
duced a keener edge to proceedings. He wer 
‘out and did a couple of desultory laps; came 
in and had the immaculately looking car 
jacked up s0 that some ofl could be drained 
off to enable a reliof valve to be removed 
‘and have a little excess metal cleared away. 
ime, almost everyone else that 
out doing his best. 
‘The VDS team had discovered that Fire- 
jruce Harre had some rather “ soft” 
1 tyres in his bag, so Pilette, who 
had fitted a new engine, and Gethin tried them. 
But they provided no'improvement on their 
‘Thursday times. Brown, who had been on 
Goodyears, switched to Firestones because, 
the car had been delivered 
down to 63.85, which was 
his ultimate and good enough for ninth place 
on the 16-car grid 
By then McRae had got himself sorted out 
again and the action started and finished in 
about the same time as it takes to light up 
‘and smoke @ Stuyvesant cigarette. There was 
79.7 $ warm-up tour, a 63.5 first flyer, a 61.9 


track-taster and a pole-taking 61.6 finisher. 


while most of the others must have been 
Wondering what they had been about for the 
last day or 80, McRae not too coyly confessed 
that he could have gone faster, but there 
didn’t seem to be much point to that ! 
Nevertheless, while he went off to do “a 
bit of work” on the car, everyone else did a 
bit of thinking and some mental conditioning 
for the final afternoon session and, not sur- 
prisingly, tried a little bit harder. Some were 
able {0 improve, but others did not. Among 
those who did was Oxton who, with 62.5 5, 
elevated himself to pole place on the second 
row. So did McCormack, who moved up to 
be outside him with a quickly fixed car that, 
as usual, went well without being spectacular. 
Stewart, who had worked hard, found himself 
behind Pilette and Lawrence, had Walker for 
company. Overall, there appeared to be all 
the makings for a good race for, with McRae 
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‘on pole with 61.6 and Alan McCully, tenth 
fastest qualifier, with 64s, there was not the 
time difference that has been one of the bug- 
bears of the Tasman Formula since its 
inception. 

Just how honest the qualifying times were, 
no one was prepared to Wager. It was not that 
official time-keeping was subjected to. more 
than usual suspicion, but no one was too 
certain as to whom had run on tyres purely 
for qualifying or those inteded for the 58 laps 
of the Stuyvesant and Air New Zealand Inter- 
national. McRae, Gethin and Piette were the 
Suspects. But it would have been a.clever man 
who had the confidence to lay a charge. 

Just about everyone turned out for a test 
run during the luncheon interval on race day 
McRae, who had lost his air box during th 
final session the previous day encountered a 
minor problem when a bracket for the rear 
mounted oil cooler came adrift. McCormack 
had more serious trouble. He had fitted a new 
engine overnight and it backfired when he 
started it the first time, causing a minor fire, 
Which meant some hurried work before the 
race started, 


RACE 


‘After some delay for speech-making and in- 
troduction of drivers to VIPs, the field rolled 
‘off behind the pace car and’ all except Mc- 
Cully, wao Went into the pits, went of in 
good formation. Gethin surged ahead to lead 
McRae into Champion Curve, the fast right 
hander leading from the pit straight. They 
were followed by McCormack, Pilette, Oxton, 
Lawrence and Stewart, with Brown and 
Walker also prominent. However, the latter 
slowed at the end of the first’ round and 
pitted to have a punctured right front tyre 
replaced 

Gethin held a slender lead into lap 4 wher 
McRae made his move and hit the front. He 
was then followed by Gethin, McCormack, 
about 4s behind, Piette, Oxton and Lawrence, 
Stewart and Brown, who were a tightly knit 
group. Next were Pedersen, Smith, Booth, 
Cook, Dunlop, Walker, Robertson and 
MeCully. 

AU 10 laps, McRae was 10 5 ahead of Gethin 
and the race order behind these two was 
virtually unchanged. But two laps later Pilette 
had dropped to 13th place having made a 
stop to replace a punctured right rear tyre. 


With 20 laps completed, McRae was circu- 
lating at regular 65s intervals, appeared to 
be driving well within his limits, and was 255 
clear of Gethin, who was followed by Mc- 
Cormack, Oxton, Lawrence, Stewart and 
Brown. 

‘Then Lawrence, the engine of his Lola T332 
misfiring, made three stops, the last being 
Permanent, because of magneto failure. So 
With 30 laps completed the front runners (if 
those following McRae could be so described) 
were McRae, Gethin, McCormack, Oxton and 
Brown. Stewart had’ stopped to have a right 
rear tyre replaced, Walker and Pilette were 
regaining ground lost during their stops and 
‘Smith, in the little March, and Pedersen were 
fairly” prominent also. 

McRae’s race ended two laps later and 
Gethin automatically became the leader, some 
24s ahead of McCormack who had Oxton close 
behind him. These two clapped on the pace, 
but Gethin had a comfortable lead and seemed 
to be driving well within his limits. Mean- 
while, Stewart and Pilette were hard at it 
and the Belgian driver eventually sneaked 
past the Australian, Brown held on tenaciously 
to his fourth place and looked assured of 
holding 4¢ to the finish. Then, five laps from 
the end, he made a lightning stop to take 
on petrol, That was all Pilette and Stewart 
heeded and so Brown had to be content with 
sixth, 

In the concluding laps Oxton made an all- 
out bid to take McCormack, but it was ¢0 
‘n0 avail, Gethin took the flag and McCormack 

1d Oxton followed him home in tight forma- 
tion, ahead of Pilette, Stewart and Brown, 


Then came Walker, ‘Cook, Smith, Booth, 
Robertson and Pedersen. 

So, with two of the eight Stuyvesant 
rounds decided, Gethin, whose faster 
Pukekohe race lap was in 62.38, leads the 
series with 12 points 


driver in the series, has yet to score. 


PETER STUYVESAMT $109,000 SERIES, 


Maso, “Miecliuy) siaware” MeCormacks 
Pitas: treet” Ken "Sith (eters Comwerss 


Purely personal 


different building 
and is only ever 
‘two race 
meetings a year, is 
‘more important 
than the director 
‘of the motor 
‘sport division.” 


IAN PHILLIPS 


Forget for a moment, if you will, the picture 
and by-line that accompanies this page. Just 
think of me as RAC competition licence 
holder 14054 and if you can spare five minutes 
read about my dilemma, In January, 1973, 1 
was applying for my new licence which cost 
me €5.50; very shortly I will have to consider 
whether or not I still require one. If I do, 
then it will cost me €6,10 to renew it, In- 
cluded with my licence will be a lovely sticker 
fo put on my car windscreen to encourage 
the police to look more closely and the RAC 
Motor Sport Regulations, but not the more 
useful Year Book (incorporating an out-of-date 
fixture list). 

However, no problem with those two items 
in that they stay the same. The small print 
‘on my application form indicates that 1 will re. 
ceive an annual subscription to the RAC Motor 
Sport News. That sounds to be a useful publi 
‘cation, although it does not say exactly how 
many times during the year it comes out, 
obviously it is published and sounds as though 
it will keep me informed of what the govern 
ing body of motor sport is doing to safe. 
guard my interests. What a good idea I've paid 
for my licence and now they are really go- 
Ing to look after me. Or so 1 thought when I 
got my first licence—but things have changed 
a little 

Last year, 1973, was the 75th anniversary 
of the RAC—how did I know? My Motor 
Sport News told me; it even had a picture of 
the retiring chairman being presented with a 
gold watch. That as 1 recall was the only 
Issue of this paper which 1 received during 
the year. All I have had since then is a re 
newal form for 1974. 

Do I renew it? I read the weekly magazines 
and they seem to suggest at first that there 
might not be any racing next year and now 
T'read that there is to be a 20 per cent cut 
in the amount of racing I'm going to be able 
to do. The decision apparently has been made 
by the RAC. They seem to be doing a good 
Job there; it sounds like a very wise move; 1 
wonder how they will implement it. Oh dear 
T've not got enough money to buy my maga 
zines this week to find out the latest; never 
mind the Motor Sport News will tell me or 
Tl receive some sort of notification from the 
RAC. The trouble is, I'm still waiting. 

What I am trying to get at is the lack of 
communication to me, licence holder 14054. 
‘Sure I buy the weekly papers but didn't my 
mother tell _me not to believe everything I 
read in the papers. I look at the advertise 
ments; perhaps the RAC will take a page ad 
to explain to the licence holders what they 
have done and why they have done it and what 
is expected of us. I'm still in the dark. I don't 
read The Times but this bloke I met in the 
pub told me he'd read something about a cut- 
back. Imagine my surprise. I was not consulted 
beforehand or informed afterwards. Maybe 
there's been a mistake and my copy has been 
Tost in the post. Ah there's my local clubnight 
social meeting tonight; I can ask the others to 
tell me as they must have heard something 
official. “No,” they say, “we've heard nothing 
but we read in Avrosponr. . , .” 

‘So did T and was there something about 
row going on and a press conference being 
called to let them know exactly what is hap- 
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pening? Surely they'll tet us know, by post be- 
fore then, so we'll all know officially? 

1 greet the postman with a smile next day 
looking forward to getting my official com- 
munique. Still nothing. I'l ring up the competi 
tions department then and surely the man 
who handles the Motor Sport News will be 
able to tell me. “Sorry sir, there is no press 
officer for the motor sport division but if 
you'd like to talk to the overall press depart- 
ment I'm sure they will help you.” “Can you 
transfer me?” I ask. “No sir, they are in 
another building.” Another phone call, I've 
ot no 2p pieces left, never mind I'l nip round 
to the pub to get some change. 

T buy my orange juice and get my two 
pence in the change and who should I see 
Over in the corner? Well if it isn't that journa- 
list fellow who always comes to ask for my 
excuses when 1 finish last. I'll save that phone 


call till later and ask him first what the 
Tatest is, 

“Funny you should ask that 14054," he 
says, “I've just come back from the ‘press 
conference—tremendous fun.” 

“Please, please can you tell me exactly 
what's going on, I'm about to take out a 
Mortgage on my next licence but nobody's 


told me officially if there's going to be any 
racing, a cutback or what.” 

“Well the only thing that really came out 
of it was that there is a press officer there 
who is such a well respected and influential 
person that he can take decisions and 
Snnounce things to whoever he likes just 
‘when he likes. He Is obviously very important 
and knows all about motor sport because he 

books on veteran cars.” 
Hie took the decision then to make this 
cutback which I read about in your maga- 
fm. 

‘Oh no, the actual decision was taken by 
the race committee which consists of circuit 
owners, club managers and directors, construc 
tors—you know all the people really involved 
in the promoting and running of motor racing. 
These people realised that with the present 
fuel problems something had to be done to 
satisfy the Government that things were be- 
ing done to help the general economic situa- 
tion. These people took the decision on a cut 
back, and the line of action to be taken to 
announce thelr decision.” 

‘On what basis did they make the decision?” 

"Well they all had their own statistics to 
work from while the RAC also had theirs, and 
they worked from a combination of them all.” 

"$0 the RAC were involved on these 4 
cussions and provided their own figures?” 

"Yes, Dean Delamont the director of the 
motor sport division was there and he is the 
top man in the organisation but many of the 


facts and figures were provided by Keith 
Douglas.” 
Isn't he the man who persists in asking 


me to fill in my commentator's sheet at Silver 
stone because he wants to tell the people 
about me?” 

‘Yes that’s the man; he's also rather big 
in GKN and represents the SMMT on the 
RAC Race Committee, spending a great deal 
of time in this area and in gathering statistics 
on motor sport. 1 must admit I always got 
the impression that the RAC did it them- 
selves but one or two people mentioned today 
that much of thie work has been done by 
Keith.” 

“I'm glad you told me that; Til fill in my 
sheet before he comes round next time as his 
hard work obviously helped to keep the sport 
going in the crisis. What a pity he’s not given 
some sort of recognition for what he does.” 

said the journalist, 


ment. For all we know they might want a 
30 per cent cut or possibly just 10 per cent 
would have been enough. We shall just have 
to wait and see.” 

“Wasn't it rather stupid to let it out to 
the Press though without making sure that it 
was acceptable to the Government or even 


to me, the licence holder, first? Surely the 
Government could easily reject it and. then 
they would have to start over again. 

“Quite true. The race committee decided 
that the plans should be given to the Minister 
before they should be announced to the public 
and the licence holders. . . . 

“But 1 read in your magazine and my mate 
read in The Times..." 

“Yes unfortunately there was a reversal of 
the committee's decision on the line of action, 
after their meeting, by the press officer. 

“Oh yes the important fellow who writes 
books on veteran cars, But surely you said 
that the director of motor sport, the top man, 
was at the race committee meeting—he can: 
not have been overruled? 

“Yes—it seems that the press officer, who 
resides in a different building and Is only 
ever seen at two race meetings a year, is 
‘more important than the director of the motor 
sport division. He got up and said that it 
was his decision to let the papers and maga 
zines know before it was approved by the 
Government so that it would coincide with 
some other statement issued by the Central 
Council of Physical Recreation which few 
people seemed to have seen anyway. Thi 
Caused much excitement actually. Most of the 
Face committee members arrived at boiling 
point simultaneously when they suddenly 
realised, and remember most of them have 
served on the committee for a good number 
of years, that their committee was a sub- 

ee and had no power to enforce deci- 
fions, and that on this occasion their policy 
had been overruled by a man that is sup: 
posed to issue statements at their direction, 
it is a ludicrous situation. You have an excel 
lent committee with all the top people from 
the motor sport division to make the decision 
—there could be none better qualified—yet 
when they have finished, this other man com- 
pletely changes everthing as he wants and 
nobody can stop him,” 

“Is there no motor sport press off 
all then? Is this important man also ret 
sible for informing me and fellow licence 
holders of the decisions taken?” 

‘m afraid there is no motor sport press 
officer. “There wi time last September 
when a man rang up to say he had just be 
appointed as the motor sport press officer 
‘and could he take me and the editor out to 
lunch when he returned from the holiday 
which he was Just about to take? I can’t re- 
member his name but I've certainly heard 
nothing since. 

‘Don't forget, that it's not just the 
Hcence holder who doesn't know what's going 
on, The RAC press division hardly ever issue 
any releases on motor sporting subjects and 
even the one on the 20 per cent cut wasn't 
widely received. Would you believe that the 
chairman of the Guild of Motoring Writers, in 

st 
Circuit network in the country, stood up and 
announced that not only had he not been 
invited to the press ‘do" but that he hadn't 
even received a copy of the release announc: 
ing the 20 per cent cuts. And even the press 
release itself omitted some important points, 
such as how the 20 per cent cut was going to 
bbe made." 

“If only we all knew how the RAC works! 
What a pity, the motor sport division can't be 
run as a toially separate entity without any 
Interference from the old boys at Pall Mall." 


© The Argentinian Grand Prix threw up many 
surprises last week and promised a really 
tremendous season for Fl. 

The best part for me was the revival in the 
fortunes of Ferrari, Fl without Ferrari would 
be unthinkable; last year with them uncom- 
petitive was bad enough. But the performances 
of Regazzoni and Lauda in Argentina showed 
they are back In force and I think that all Fi 
enthusiasts were happy with the situation, 
‘The name Ferrari has a strange magical twist 
to it and I for one hope they score a win 
or two this year. 
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Two new Goodyear tyres lets 
you see a year’s racing free. 


— Bae 


£ coonfvean |). =! coonsvuse “oowF ream 


covosrean il 


If you need new tyres, Regional Tyre 
Services is the place to go. Because right now, 
RIS. are offering a superb, full-colour, 
20’x 18° 1974, motor racing calendar Free with 
Gees two new Goodyear tyres es buy. 

his offer, which is worth at least £2, is 

available only through Regional Tyre Services 
branches throughout the south. It closes 
February 28th or while stocks last. 

So don’t hang about. 

See Regional Tyre Services now. 


London Telephone Numbers: Barnet 440 3255 Battersea 223 1248 : Enfield 804 2762 - Hanwell 567 4521 - Hounslow 570 7026 : Iiford 478-4351 
Leyton 539 0046 - Norbury 764 8772 - Ponders End 804 2893 - Tooting 672 8084 - Tottenham 8021421 - Wandsworth 622 0071 - Wembley 903 3966 
‘Out of London Telephone Numbers: Banbury 3149 « Barnstaple 7238! - Bath 25421 - Bedford 52591 « Bicester 2476 - Bishops Stortford 2206 
Blaenavon 360 - Bletchley 2391 - Bodmin 2677 - Bournemouth Northbourne 32% - Bridgwater 4523 - Brighton 739542 - Bristol 40208 
‘Cambridge 58739 - Canterbury 64918 - Cardiff 32775 - Carmarthen 7631 - Chelmsford 56036 - Colchester 76632 - Dorchester 2522 
Eastbourne 28432 « Exeter 76211 - Frome 3103 - Gloucester 26594 - Guildford 2893 - Harpenden 74646 - Heme! Hempstead 4170 - Ipswich 74431 
Llanelli 4124 Luton 23541 - Newmarket 3675 - Newport 72370- Oxford 49721 - Pembroke 431 - Plymouth 68377 - Portsmouth 63351 
Port Talbot 2897 - Ramsgate 52271 - Reading 50394 - St. Albans 50566 - St. Austell 2366 - Salisbury 27634 - Slough 28585 - Southampton 25656 

;windon 27299 - Taunton 87383 - Truro 4488 - Winchester 2018 - Worthing 36734 - Yeovil S688 


AUTOSPORT, JANUARY 26, 1974 13 


Jackie Stewart's Ron Harris-Team Lotus 32 chasé 


Jack Brabham's BT1O durine their dice for 


the lead of the Montthery race which Brabham won by 0.1 s. 


Recalling the irregular 
cars of F2 in 1964 


Ten years ago 2 wis about 
to burst on to the racing scene. When the 1} 
litre Formula 2 evolved into the 1961 
Formula 1, the secondary formula had 
lapsed into’ abeyance for three years, with 
‘erstwhile F2 drivers able to participate in the 
innumerable minor Fl events, and the up 
and coming able to show their paces in 
Formula Junior. 

By 1964, however, Formula 1 had be- 
come increasingly more expensive with the 
number of events much reduced, and in addi- 
tion, it was that Formula 

Its function 


Fy 
Formula 2, which was to have one 
of the shortest runs—only three years—for a 
pure racing formula, 

The success stories of the Formula are to 
be found in the history books, so let us for a 
change delve into the archives of the Formula 

some of the lesser 
that are to be 


‘The first race of the year was to be round 
the houses of Pau, and the new Cosworth 
SCA engine. although still in short supply, 
made its debut in the hands of the ys 

major combatants, the Ron Harris-Team Lotus 
325, the works Brabham BT10, the MRP Lola 
‘T5ds, and the Normand Racing Cooper 72s, 
with’ vietory going to Jim Clark's Lotus. For 
the first time in a major formula since 1987 
and the withdrawal of Gord'ni, there wi 

French works team on the grid—indeed TWO 
Alpine with three Tauranac-influenced cars, 
and & pair of Rene Bonnets (the remaining 
half of the DB concern, following the 
departure of Charles Deutsch). Graham Hill 
‘actually practised one of the Alpines, but was 
unable to produce competitive time, and 
‘opted not to race it, whilst one of the Rene 
Bonnets was in the hands of a youthful Jean- 
Pierre Beltoise. Yet another new “ works” 
team came from Giannini of Italy. with 
their own engines in Brabham chassis for 


cry 


abba and Mario Pandolfo. 
of the shortage of SCA 
two. ex-FJ. Cosworth Ford 
powered entries from John Willment for 
Australians Paul Hawking and Frank 
Gardner, with “Alexis and Lotus 22 chassis 
Fespectively—and finally, but not to be for- 
gotten “Le Petoulet™ Maurice Trintignant 
having one of his last races with one of the 
advanced but underdeveloped Mk 4A 

built by Graham Warner's Chequered 
cern. and entered the previous year 
by George Henrotte, with various pilots In- 
cluding Howden Gank 

On next to Vienna and the straw bales of 
Aspern Airport, where the new works Abarth 
‘with ts Simea-based engine and. six-speed 
gearbox from the Abarth 2000 GT made its 
debut in the hands of Hans Herrmann, whilst 
further variety was provided by Pete Broeker 
and his Canadian Stebro Mk V, but neither 
featured, victory going to Richard Attwood's 
Lola, 

‘Then to Aintree, wh 
the F2s were mixed 
brethren in the “200,” an 
miles in those days. Here the combatants 
Were jo'ned by. yet_ another works team, 
Merlyn, with David Hobbs in a Mk 7. For the 
Evfelrennen, however. Hobbs was in an MRP 
Lola, with BMC motor, but not the new F2 
BMC engine being developed for the works 
Coopers which was destined never to race, 
though it underwent prolonged testing in the 
two chassis tha Coopers built for it. Of the 
local entries to appear, Bernard Fischer had 
a Glas 1004-engined Cooper T65 (FJ-16-62), 
and Karl Starke had his own DKW 1000SP 
engined Special with VW gearbox, whilst 
Klaus Miersch’s.Lola Mk 3 was 1 m 28.7 5 
slower than Jim Clark's fastest practice lap 
fon the South circuit of 3m 12.851! American 
Carol Smith was down to drive a Conrero, but 
this was never to be seen, or indeed heard of 
again. 

'Whitsun brought the circus back to Eng- 


Taking advant 
engines were 


for the first time 


land, and at Mallory Park an unknown 
Austrian named Jochen Rindt made his F2 
debut—and surprised the racing world by 
Snishing third, just ahead of Alan Rees in 
the Winklemann Brabham, and well in front of 
Denny Hulme and David Hobbs, this time 
back in the Merlyn. However, even more 
startling things were to happen at Crystal 
Palace, where Rindt was to take the 
chequered flag ahead of Graham Hill's grey 
Joha Coombs entered Cooper. Adding variety 
to the scene was Jack Newton, who brought 
along his 1961 Emeryson to finish the first 
heat only two laps down, whilst Sid Fox's 
Gemini damaged ‘itself in’ practice, so that 


was. that 
By July, the Formule wag in’ particularly 
healthy ‘state, with "37. entries 


Reims, including Bradford's Peter Proctor in’ 
fourth’ works Lotus, Richie Ginther in an 
MRP Lola, Silvio Moser in a De Sanctis, with 
Fiat-based motor, and Klas Twisk, with whom 
Ian Titchmarsh had his motor racing ground- 
Ing as part time helper/ mechanic, appearing 
in an old Cooper, but the latter failing to 
make the starting grid. 

Clermont Ferrand saw the French Rene 
Bonnet team make a last totally uncompetitive 

ands of three unknown 
Frenchmen : Rudaz (later to pur- 
chase the Fl ex-Rob Walker V8 Cooper 760), 
Roland Charrieres, and Robert Bouharde 
finishing 14th, 18th and 19th respectively, 
never to be seen again, only to rise again 
like the Phoenix ag the basis of the 1968 
Matra, 

‘At Brands Hatch, US sports car driver Wi 
Hansgen bad a ‘run in David Prophet's 
Brabham, whilst at Enna, another American 
‘as yet unknown, Peter Revson, finished fourth 
in the ‘new Alexis HF 601. ‘behind the. trio 
in Hart (Lotus), Frank Gardner (Brab- 
plit by only 
Pergusa slip: 


Zetterstrom in a locally-bullt Focus. Chris 
‘Amon was more unfortunate in his F2 debut, 
crashing his MRP Lola at Albi, 

Terry Ogilvie-Hardy had been impre 
the year's club racing with his front 
Alexis, HF 201-based Project 


Vallelunga behind race winner Jo Schlesser, 


but ‘clear of Massimo Natiti’s Gianni 
Brabham, and Sid Fox's Brabl wilt 
‘Vrooman’ entered an ex-ENB Emeryson, but 
thankfully never appeared, though Franco 
Bernabei got as far as practice in his works 
De Tomaso, but predictably failed to start. 
Variety on the engine theme was provided by 
Remigio. Cianfrigiia with a Stanguellini- 
powered Cooper T65, and Clement Barrau' 
Alfa Romeo-engined Lotus 21 

For the last two races of the season Jackie 
‘Stewart was in a competitive motor car, 
Victory at Snetterton and second spot at 
Montihery in the Ron Harris 
‘was perhaps © portent of thin 
even at Montihery, Stewart was only 
behind Jack Brabham. Amongst the Snet 
entry was Chevron designer Derek Bennett in 
Robert Ashcroft's Brabham BT9, and Clive 
Baker in a BT6, and perhaps as obscure as 
any. Mike de’ Valerio in a BMC FJ, 
fone of the cars produced by British Motor 
Car Distributors of San Francisco, more 
famous for their MG Liquid Suspension 
Specials and other Huffakar  chassised 
Indianapolis cars 

r had there been quite such variety 

in's major formula, I being only 4 pity: that 
none of the Continental projects had found 
either the speed or re 
British SCA-engined teams. 
the advent of the BRM Type engine, 
hope of more power from the Renault Gordit 
engined Alpine, prospects still looked good for 
the Formula's second year. . 


DUNCAN RABAGLIATI 
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Road test 


Srame. 

To start a road test report with poetry 
may be unconventional but 1 am dealing here 
with a very unusual car. The name of Rolls 
Royce has denoted a car of incomparable 
excellence since Edwardian times, but le 
skip a history which is already copiously 
documented and consider the latest production 
In terms of today and tomorrow 


The power of grace, the magic of a 


In the course of my duties as a road test 
driver, 1 live with cars ranging from the rare 
fand exotic to the small and popular. In a few 

ort years, it has ceased to be a penance to 
drive cheap cars and indeed they are often 
Superior in many important respects to. the 
more costly machines. Some very expensive 
cars are remarkably bad and one might come 
to the conclusion that only the vast budgets 
of mass-production permit the full develop. 
ment of a really modern vehicle, 

Yet, the Rolls-Royce is the exception that 
proves the rule, It Is not the fastest or the 
Biggest or anything like that, but it has such 
a well-balanced set of virtues that it makes 
everyday journeys memorable. T was lucky 
enough to be lent the latest Royce for an 
extraclong period and though the present 
dictates of economy denied me the long jour. 
neys and high speeds which I had promised 
myself, I liked it better every day. At. the 
conclusion of the test, I asked myself a 
question. Would I, if I had that sort_of 
money, buy a Shadow for my own use? The 
answer must be, “yes!” 

When I collected the car from Dennis Mil 
ler-Williams at Conduit Street, I was amazed 
to see that it had a registration number which 
has figured on earlier test cars. Though 1 have 
previously tested a model with the enlarged 
6.7-litre engine, this one had the important 
steering and suspension modifications which 
were introduced not long ago. Small changes 
are made as required to cats of this make 
and these had already included quicker steer 
ing and the deletion of self-levelling from the 
front suspension. However, a fairly radical re 
design became possible when the lai era 
tion of radial ply tyres 


16 


jon of bemp-steer effects under even the 

inditions, and particularly the 
4 noises into the body, the 
ich becomes a problem after 
wind noises have been vir 


The test car was a Silver Shadow saloon, 
which f pr the more expensive Corniche 
because it mur doors. Indeed, were I buy 
ing & Rolls-Royce I would order a long-chassis 
Shadow because, to me, this is essentially a 
car to be shared with friends. In a delightful 
shade of bive, the big machine looked smaller 

was, without any hint of vulgar 
That immortal radiator and bonnet 
all the b heir later and 


lower shape 
‘When I entered the car, I set my seat both 
switch. Other switches arranged the door 
locks ‘and windows to my requirements, the 
electrically raised panes moving both quickly 
and silently, which is rare. Electric relays set 
(he heating and air conditioning, too, with 
Separate controls for the upper and lower 
parts of the interior. When I opened the door, 
2 red light warned other traffic, and when 
T closed it the courtesy lights stayed lit for 
sufficiently long to let me insert the key and 
get the engine started. An interior control 
focused the outside mirror 
The transmission selector is really a 
switch, too, relays again doing the work. The 
engine has enormous torque and one can make 
a very impressive getaway in spite of an all 
up weight of just over two tons, the indepen 
dent rear suspension preventing wheelspin. 
The transmission is now. so smooth that it 
is almost impossible to feel the changes or 
even to know which gear is in use. 
The present very smooth transmission un. 
expectedly” giv ter 
the earlier and less refined setup, Maxi 
performance was not the object e 
Present test and the performance figures in 
‘data panel were taken by me in happier 


with a. similar specification 


sina’ manitieee 


by John Bolster 


the Rolls-Royce speed control was a godsend, 
as it’s difficult to keep a powerful car down to 
50 mph without constantly looking at the 
speedometer. On a motorway, you simply 
Switch it on, drive at the exact speed you 
Want, and then press the “engage” button, The 
car will then cruise at that speed, Irrespective 
f gradient. If it becomes necessary to acceler: 
ate or brake, the speed control at once goes 
wut of action, until the driver presses. the 
resume” button, when it will. speed up OF 
slow down until it Is cruising at the previously 
hosen speed. If a city has to be crossed, 
including stops at traffic lights, the device 
remembers" and will resume ‘the cruising 
speed when the open road is reached, 


Only switching off the control, or the 
ignition, will erase the chosen. speed, which 
can be selected again or replaced by any other. 
This device is a real petrol saver for it give: 
more correct carburetter control than” the 
wobbly foot of the average driver, At 50 
mph, the Rolls-Royce uses hardly any more 
fuel ‘than a typical medium-sized saloon. It Is 
above 100 mph that the big engine really be. 
comes thirsty 


The new steering and suspension arrange- 
ents give more precise control (for example, 
every light steering) yet gives sufficient 
feel” for carefree driving on wet roads. Tho 
anti-drive suspension geometry avoids the 
occupants being thrown forward during hard 
braking and there Is quicker recovery when 
S-bends are taken fast, The new front end 
does not cause any startling difference but 
makes the car feel less ponderous to drive. 
Similarly, the revised insulation of road noise 
still admits some sound on certain non-skid 
ces but in general there has been an 
cable reduction of tyre noises. 


‘The ride is absolutely outstanding, especl- 
ally in the back seat, and the self-levelling 
system keeps the car level irrespective of pas- 
Senger and luggage load. The Shadow moves 
with great ease over any surface and the 
absence of wind and engine noise is most 
noticeable in comparison with the majority of 
cars. Curiously enough, the vehicle seems less 
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silent to passers-by, the engine or fan noise, 
Which is insulated’ from the interior, being 

ble. through the radiator matrix. No 
t this tiny problem, too, will be solved, 
for nothing is more impressive than a car 


sliding away in total silence. 

‘Obviously the size of a Rolls-Royce makes 
it less nippy than a smaller car in traffic or 
on winding roads, but the precision of the 
very light steering and the ease of judging the 
Width do much to reduce this disadvantage. 


famous bonnet ahead, and the interior, with 
its leather, walnut, and lambswool carpets, it 
is in a class of Its own. The depth and colour 
of the paint give a splendid air of qu 
‘and I washed the car regularly myself, for one 
does not risk the tender mercies of “Bert's 
Car Wash" with such a fine finish. 

It's hard to put into words the pleasure and 
delight of living with a Rolls-Royce. There 

8'& period of my life when I owned several 

iccession—all second-hand or even tenth- 


that ‘they were the only 
aiford to run. Now ‘they are rather beyond 

purse, apart from an Edwardian Silver 
Ghost which T have cherished for many years. 
However, those glistening Royces which carry 
the Royal Family on state occasions are all 
well over a dozen years old, I am told. These 
cars have always been a good Investment and 
anybody who buys one nowadays can have 
‘a year of fabulous motoring and still sell it at 
useful profit. Unfortunately, the waiting list 
for new ones is now #0 long that only young 
men need apply! 


/| Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow | 
(automatic) |~ 7 
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¢ Shadow 


tested. Below: 6.7-litre 


carburetters 


ROLLS 


IROYCE 


The world's largest 
distributor of 


Rolls-Royce 
and 
Bentley Motor Cars 


Jack Barclay 
18 Berkeley Square 
London W1 
(see list opposite) 


ROLLS] 


J. R. J. MANSBRIDGE 
St. Rumbold Street, Lincoln 
Tel: 27117 


ROSS BROTHERS 


(Ben Rhydding) LTD. 


Ben Rhydding, Ilkley 
Tel: 09433 3431 


200 IN STOCK 


NEW AND 
USED CARS 


Tell us what 
you want 


USED SALOONS 


1972 Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow. White, black ever- 
flex roof. 1 owner. 


1972 Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow. Birch green. 6000 
miles. 1 owner. 


1971 Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow. Caribbean blue. 
Many extras. 


1971 Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow. Astrakhan over 
sand, Low mileage. Full history £10.750 


1960 Bentley S2. Shell grey £1300 


USED SPORTS 

1971 Fiat 850 Sports Coupe at £875 
1971 BMW 2000. 1 owner. Very low mileage £895, 
1972 Triumph Stag, Hard top. Manual, o/d ... £2265 
1972 Ford Escort Sport. 1 owner. 11,000 miles £945 
1973 (M) Jaguar XJ12L Series II. Many extras £4850 


NEW SALOONS 

Most Morris Minors from stock. 

Wolseley Six and Morris 2200. Choice of colour. 
Triumph Dolomite and Sprint 

Triumph 2000. Manual and Auto, Choice of colour. 


NEW SPORTS 

Jaguar V12 E-Type Drop head. Primrose 

MGB GT and V8. MG Midget 

Triumph TR6, GT6 and Spitfire. Choice of colour. 


Dutton-Forshaw (Preston) Ltd. 


Corporation Street 
Preston, Lancs 
Tel : 0772 54242 
15 miles trom motorway junction 31, M6/MGI. 


Lancashire leading distributors for: 
Rolls-Royce, Jaguar, Triumph. MG, Morris, Rover. 


A! mentor BAiTISH 
of the 
Dutton-Forshaw 
Group 
LEYLAND, 
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The people who sell the best car in the world. 


y i Ky 


Derby 
Exthoure 


Edenton 


oe s 
times Andby ewe alowing he atock of teed 
low the egied minimus MOTORS 

Theresul ofthis vigilance epubied here 
the bet distributors and retailer inthe world sof the best ear 
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think I'll reserve 
judgment on the 
new Brabham until 
it gets to another 
circuit” 


winner’s 
story 


For most of the winter I seem to have been 
lying around, and really enjoying it. After the 
Porsche race at Riverside in November I went 
home to New Zealand for two or three weeks 
and only came back to England for the Dog- 
house Ball, Then I returned to NZ, where I 
wasn't so much lying around as getting myself 
Organised with a house. 

‘a and I have never had a home out 
there, we've never had any land of our ow: 
so we wanted to find a piece of propert 
Somewhere we could be happy and perhaps 
Took forward to living at some future time. 

Testing the M23 has largely been Emerson's 
job, because I went to Ricard just once. It 
wasn't a very successful day, so I went back 
to England. Emerson seems’ to like the car 
Set up the same way that I like it, which is 
Obviously good. He goes about it a little 
differently from me, because he likes to change 
things. I tend to get myself fairly happy with 

then change myself to suit the car, 

Jers to tweak it that final little bit 
#0 that it's perfectly adapted to his taste 

‘The changes that are noticeable on the car 
this year are that it's three inches longer, and 

of inches wider at the rear. Other: 
just been refined, tidied up here and 
there, and of course it’s got a nice red and 
‘white paint job to suit the new sponsors. Until 
we get it on some of the circuits where we 
ran it last year I can't say what has improved. 
but I do know that it's quicker round Paul 
Ricard, and I was very happy with the way 
went in Buenos Aires, 

Last year I was affected by the heat in 


Denny takes the chequer 


Argentina, and it was even worse at Inter 
lagos. This time I was much better, and per 
haps it's a psychological thing, because after 
spending four weeks In New Zealand I've been 
able to get some time in the sunshine. If I'm 
brown, then I feel fit, but apart from a bit 
of swimming 1 don't do as much training as 
the team manager would like. Motor racing 1s 


my way of keeping up to scratch, and as long 
as I watch my diet I don’t have any trouble. 
‘This year they decided to switch the GP 


to the long number 15 circuit in BA. It makes 
it a bit easier on the driver, because there's 
not much to do as you thunder down those 
Jong straights, but I figure the car has to 
work a bit harder. We might have performed 
better round the short circuit, but in the end 
it's results that count, and for us the result 
was perfect. 

T just managed to scrape into the top 10 
qualifiers, but 1 wasn’t too worried about that. 
We tried the car with full tanks on race 
morning. and it was pleasant to find that only 
Carlos Reutemann and perhaps Mike Hailwood 
in his YardleyMac were any quicker. 

f the guys got caught out at the 
Fangio didn't mess about with the 
flag, because he's an ex-race driver, and he 
knows that these racing engines get damn hot 
if they're not moving through the air. Even $0, 
‘once we'd moved up on to the grid. 1 had 
time to take it out of first for 10 seconds, 
then slip it into gear again and move off 


The Tyrrelis of Depailler and Scheckter are split by Regazzoni's Ferrari 


by Denny Hulme 


d flag to win the Argentine GP. 


Anyway, with a Latin-American start you've 
0t to be prepared for anything at all 

jody Is quite sure what happened in the 
accident after the start. It would help if we 
could see a slow-motion film’so that we could 
work out better what happened, From my 
point of view 1 remember that Mike Hallwood 
made a good start from alongside me, and we 
set off together, Then I was semi blocked-off 


“Ferrari have done @ lot of useful homework 
on their 12-cytinder.” 


for a fraction, and 1 had to make up my mind 
whether I should go round Cl 
Ferrari. The Ferrari is difficult to get off the 
line as fast as a Ford because of all the extra 
fuel it carries, and Clay was lay 
But I didn’t want to swerve pi 
‘hat might have squashed out someone along: 
Then I found that 1 was sandwiched be- 
Mike and Clay, so 1 backed out of 
uation and at that moment Mike and 
came together. There was a great sheet 
of magnesium sparks, and it occurred to me 
that things were getting a bit desperate, Mike 
scrambled through, Clay swung to his left 
and I came through from behind him to 
find Peter Revson's Shadow turning sideways 
Peter was heading for the infield, which is 
re I'd decided to go, and it seemed 
inevitable that I would ‘rum over his nose, 
but there was no thump oF thud, and I knew 
Twas clear, 
There didn’t appear to be anyone following 
when I looked in the mirror, so I thought 
there must have been an aimighty shunt, 
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perhaps another Silverstone, and that the race 
Was bound to be stopped. There was no pace 
car arranged for this one, and it all looked 
like being a shambles, but it had all been 
cleared up when we got back, part from some 
debris and tufts of grass on the road. It was 
just a matter of pressing on. 

The accident had cost me a bit of time on 
the leaders, but I got most of it back through 
the esses, and the M23 seemed to be getting 
through the big ffth-gear loop at the end of 
the straight better than anyone else. By the 
time I got to the end of the next straight 
was right with the bunch, and it was just 
matter of picking them off one by one, James 
Hunt eliminated himself on the frst lap by 
getting the hairpin all wrong, and all I could 
See of him was an airbox spinning through 
the grass. He was a long way off the road, 
fand there was no way he could get back on 


Anxious Brabham-team faces watch out for 
Reutemann, as he loses ground to Hulme. 


the track before the pack arrived 

‘Meanwhile, of course, Carlos Reutemann had 
made a fantastic break and gone. I think Tl 
Feserve judgment on the new Brabham wntil 
ft gets to another circuit. Carlos went very 
well at Watkins Glen, I know, but remember 
that he was on pole for the Grand Prix in 
BA two years ago. It's his home track after 
all, and his time he had a really good engine 

Tm not knocking him, but let's see what 
happens elsewhere, For sure he had bad luck, 
and the local papers gave Bernie's team a 
hard time on Monday, which maybe they 
didn’t deserve. 

Ferrari has done a lot of useful homework 
through the winter, and the 12-cylinder seems 
to pick up well ‘out of slow corners. 
T've always had a lot of time for Mauro 
Forghieri, because he's such a practical person, 
and Niki Lauda has turned into a useful test 
driver, Clay, of course, just presses on. 

Peter Revson is enthusiastic about his UOB 
Shadow, in fact he says it handles better than 
the M23 he drove last year. Peter's always 
been a trier, and if he wants something, then 
the designer’s got to go and do it. Perhaps 
this is what Shadow lacked last year. 

Tyrrell is bound to get his cars sorted out. 
‘The team’s gone through a dramatic change, 
and itll take time before the drivers can get 
through to the designer what they need on 
the cars, Jody and Depailler are very young, 
and they'll have problems getting Derek 
Gardner to understand what they want. 

Lotus had a bad day, but they'll get going 
again soon, We've got Emerson from their 
side, and he’s going to go like hell all season 
Tong. Obviously I'm going to try to go like 
hell too, and ‘having Emerson on the team 
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Hailwood’s Yardley McLaren leads Hulme's Marlboro McLaren, Ickx's JPS, Pace's Surtees and 


takes some of the I 
Perhaps I give the impressi 


Care too much, but I'do care, and Emerson some time ago, and we have the staff and 
will help the whole team, 1 know I'm getting the facilities to run three cars. At the track 
the same equipment as him, and we're work- we'll keep thi arate, for the sake of the 
Ing well together. I don't Know what would sponsors’ identities, but all the equipment 
have happened if that plug lead hadn't come comes out of the same factory, and we'll con- 
off, but my car was good In Emerson tinue to swap ideas. Mike Hallwood’s already 


was enthusiastic about his. 


Lauda's Ferrari through the fast sweep: 


4 off 


going well, and I really can't 


‘Our team has split its efforts this year, but culties in the arrangement. 


To a background of heat haz 
Fittipatdi’s MeLaren. 


id the skyscrapers of Buenos Ai 


#, Mass" Surtees leads 


of the Buenos Aires circult 
my shoulders. there's never going to be a problem between 
that I don't us and Yardley. That side was all sorted out 


any diff 


2 


Teddy Pulette leads Guy Edwards on his way {0 winning the Rothmans F5000 championship. 


PROFILE 


Teddy Pilette — 


Rothmans European Formula 5000 Champion 1974 


By MIKE KETTLEWELL 
The 


71 and 1973 Rothmans European Formula 5000 Champions have som: 
In 1960 Frank Gardner and Teddy Pilette shared a room in Downham 3 


were employed by Jim Russell's racing drivers’ school, Gardner was @ mechanic, repairing 


Formula Junior El 


‘and Lotuses bent by over-enthusiastie pupils; Pilette was a €5- 
‘sweeper-cum-apprentice” Who washed and moved the car 


week 
Both became well-known racing 


drivers and both were to find a niche In Formula $000. Gardner won the championship in 
1971; Pilette is the current champion following a highly successful season at the wheel of 


the Racing Team VDS Chevron B24. 


Théodore Jacques René Pilette—known as 
‘Teddy—was born on July 26, 1942 into a 
motor racing orientated Belgian family. Both 
his father, Théodore André Pilette, and his 
grandfather, Théodore Jean Henri Pilette, 
Were famous racing drivers. Grandfather raced 
& De Dion Bouton tricycle at the turn of the 
Century and ater bought the Mors which 
Frenchman Fernand Gabriel drove in the 
curtailed 1903 Paris-Madrid race. Subse- 
Quently he became the Daimler factory's Bel- 
Bian agent and raced a variety of Mercedes. 
in 1913 he was third in the Grand Prix de 
France at Le Mans and he competed with a 
Knight sleeve-valve-engined Mercedes in the 
Indianapolis 500, finishing fifth’ at an average 
of 68.14 moh. ‘Théodore Pilette was also.a 
member of the five-car works Mercedes team 
In the 1914 French Grand Prix, but retired 
on the fourth lap due to a broken propeller 
shaft. After World War L he renewed his 
acquaintance with Daimler and continued to 
race Mercedes cars. In May 1921 he left 
Stuttgart in the chain-drive 1911 model Mer- 
cedes he was going to race at Brooklands. 
However, near Steinfort in Luxembourg he 
crashed and both he and his mechanic were 
killed. Théodore Pilette was 37 at ‘the time 
of this death 

André Pilette was born on October 6, 1918, 
in Paris, His mother was an Englishwoman, 
from Sheffield, and was a member of the 
women's transport corps during World War I, 
driving an ambulance. Although his father 
died when he was two, André continued the 
family’s passion for the motor car and took 
part in his first competition at the age of 19 
—a gymkhana ar Ostend. After serving in the 
Belgian Army in World War Il, he bought a 


22 


garage and in 1947 started motor racing with 
2 1932 Alfa Romeo, a 2.J-litre supercharged 
Version. Later cars included a Bristol, a BMW 
328, a Veritas-BMW and various production 
machines. In 1951 he entered Grand Prix 
racing, driving @ Lago-Talbot into sixth place 
in the Belgian Grand Prix. By 1954 he was 
a member of the Gordini works team, driving 
the French company's Formula 1 and sports 
cars and he was also Belgium's National 
Champion that year. After Gordini's with 
drawal from racing early in 1957, he drove 
for the Equipe Nationale Belge, racing Fer- 
rari and -Lister-Jaguar sports cars and a 
Formula 2 Cooper-Climax. In the early 1960s 
he competed in Formula Junior and Formula 
1, retiring after the 1964 season when he 
drove an ex-works Sciroceo powered by a VS 
Climax engine. His racing career was also 
I accidents 
naturally fo 


Teddy 
father's interests and after taking a mechani- 
cal course at technical school he arrived in 
England at the age of 18 ¢0 join the Russell 


wed his 


sohool. This was when he met Frank Gardner 
who taught Teddy some colourful Australian 
words! Later he went karting, running in 
highly successful team With his father, and 
his first racing car was an elderly front- 
engined Formula Junior Lol 

In 1962 Teddy had a course at the Jim 
Russell Racing Drivers’ School and in his 
first race with a school Lotus 18 at Snetterton 
in March hhe finished third. He later bought 3 
Lola Mk 3 (the first rear-engined car built by 
Eric Broadley's then small company) and took 
places at Silverstone and Avus, the famous 
banked track in Berlin Before the season was 
out Teddy teamed-up with his father co race 
4 pair of Merlyn Mk 3s and his best result 


with it was a fourth at Caserta, 
In 1962 Pilette went to Italy to join the 
Abarth team. His job was that of mechanic, 
but when a team driver walked out at 
Sebring he found himself partnering Swiss 
driver Tommy Spychiger ina Simea-Abarth 
1300 in the Sebring 12 hours. ‘The pale 
finished 21s: overall and won their class 
Teddy was soon given the job of testing 
Abarth-modified Fiat 2300S coupés before 
they were sold: each car had a 120-mile road 
trial run and Teddy tested three a day. He 
had occasional outings in works cars, winning 
the Nurburgring 500-km in an 850cc Fiat: 
Abarth coupé he shared with German Hans 
Herrmann. With the Simca-Abarth 1300 he 
eee Fen Teeceattorind a) Bowes shia, sacks st 

Solitude, Avus and Hockenheim 
At the end of the year Teddy married his 
long-time girlfriend Kristin (they now have 
two. sons, John) and 
mised a 


Jan Théodore and 
worked for Merlyn. He was 
Formula 2 drive in 1964, but this failed co 


materialise. Teddy had only a couple of races 
that year. He shared a Ford of Belgium Lotus 
Cortina in the Francorchamps 24 hours with 
& young fellow countryman, one Jacky Ickx. 
Although in the interests of reliability a 105 
bhp engine was used, they had their problems 
and finished a poor 14th. 

Tn 1965 i: was back to Abarth. Teddy went 
to Turin to see whar the chances were of 
getting a drive and wound up with a L-litre 
Fiat-Abarth saloon to drive in Belgian events 
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long distance sports car races. 


and, winning everything in sight, he took the 
Belgian National Championship for the class 
‘At the end of the year he joined La Precision 
Llegeoise to prepare a Formula 3 Brabham 
for Jean-Claude Franck to drive in 1966; the 
company were to have built a Formula 2 
facing engine, the Belgica, but the project 
came to nothing. 


However, it was in 1966 that Teddy started 
his association with Count van der Straeten's 
Racing Team VDS, At that time the team 
were running Alfa Romeo Giulia TZs in GT 
races and Alfa Giulia GTAs in saloon car 
races, Teddy drove with Taf Gosselin in the 
Francorchamps 24 hours and finished third 
behind the winning BMW and another Alfa. 
Tt was the same recipe for 1967 and in. 1968 
the Count bought a pair of 2ditre Alfa Romeo 
T33 sports cars. Teddy was filth in the Targa 
Florio, won the North America Trophy, was 
fourth in the Swedish Grand Prix and’ sixth 
In the Austrian Grand Prix. By the end of 
the year a 2i-litre engine had been fitted 
fand this was also used in 1969 when Teddy 
Won at Jarama and finished sixth in the Spa 
1,000 Kem, 

For 1970 the Racing Team VDS bought a 
Lola T70 coupé and this was campaigned in 
many sports car races from long 
championship classics to minor sprint events. 
Teddy was fourth at Buenos Aires, second in 
Paris, won at Villa Real in Portugal and — 
this time in an ‘Opel Commodore saloon— 
second at Zolder. At the end of the year VDS 
decided to go into FS000 and bought a 
McLaren M10B, Its first appearance was in 
the 1971 Tasman Cup series. With the 
Morand-engined car, Teddy took a second at 
fandown Park, a third at Teretonga, a fifth 
at Warwick Farm and a sixth at Pukekohe. 
‘The car was shipped back to Europe and used 
in Rothmans Championship rounds from 
August onwards. Teddy was an excellent 
second to Frank Gardner at Hockenheim, third 
at Silverstone and  Snetterton, fourth at 
Brands Hatch and sixth ac Thruxton and 


Prior to their move into F5000, VDS provided Pilette with a Lola 770 for 1970, campaigning 


Oulton Park. The Lola 170, now out 
depth when matched against the latest 
Porsche 9175 and Ferrari 512Ss, was a game 
sixth in the Spa 1,000 km bur retired in the 
Le Mans 24 hours. An. Interserie McLaren 
MSC was bought, but this was completely 
writen off when the suspension broke. It was 
replaced with an MSE. 

‘The 1972 season was somewhat frustrating 
for Teddy Pilette and the Racing Team VDS. 
It started reasonably enough with a trip to 
the Tasman Cup series with the McLaren 
MlOB; Indeed, Teddy set something of a 
record by finishing in all eight races: he was 
second at Teretonga, third at Adelaide, fifth 

Levin and Surfers Paradise, sixth at Puke- 
Kohe and ‘Sandown Park and seventh at Lady 
Wigram and Warwick Farm. He was seventh 
in ¢he championship. 

Back in Europe al 


of its 


was not so good. A 
new McLaren had been ordered from Trojan, 
but until this was ready Teddy used the 
MISB model used by David Hobbs in the 
Tasman Cup series. The new M22 was 
delivered in time for the Rothmans Gold Cup 
‘at Oulton Park in May, but it was not a 
good car. Teddy explained, “It was a verit- 
able catastrophe ‘completely undrivable 

a bad design. . . bar it was all exper 
fence for 1973!" His second places at Snetter. 
ton and Nivelles with the M1SB and a third 
at Oulton Park with the M22 cepresent more 
Of a tribute to Teddy's driving and the Mor- 
and engines than to the car. At the season's 
end he was fifth in the Rothmans European 
‘Championship. » 

The Interserle programme was even more 
of a disaster. Teddy started che year with the 
old MSE and Jater bought a new MSFP, but 
neither chassis could live with the 900+ bhp 
Of the special 7.6-litre turbocharged Morand- 
Chevrolet engine, The car was overweight 
and handled badly, while the engine was 
temperamental in the extreme with the result 
that it only finished one race, the end-of- 
season Hockenheim meeting when Teddy 
eased it over the finish line in fifth place. 


VDS and Pilette had an unsuccessful time in Interserie with various McLarens. 
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Count van der Stracten wanted ¢o be more 
successful in 1973. An order was placed for 
2 Chevron B24, while the McLaren MSF was 
faltered beyond recognition; it was given a 
Porsche 917-type body and powered by an 
B-litre turbocharged Morand-Chevy mill, for 
which 1100 bhp was claimed 

‘As recalled in this week's Issue, the Chev- 
ron carried Teddy to victory in the Rothmans 
European F500 Championship following @ 
very successful season. His victory at Oulton 
Park in May was clear-cut to put it mildly! 
On a greasy track, Teddy left the opposition 
standing and drew out seconds a lap until 
‘easing off towards the end. His second victory 
was at Brands Hatch on Summer Bank Holi- 
day Monday when he inherited she lead rom 
Peter Gethin’s works Chevron which blew up 
in the closing minutes of the race, Second 
places were scored at Oulton Park in Septem- 
ber, Jyllandsringen and Snetterton, two-thirds 
were gained at Mallory Park and a fourth at 
Brands Hatch on Easter Monday. 

‘Teddy's championship season was not with- 
out its dramas, however. In the flnal round 
there was still a chance he could be beaten 
owing to the doublepoints scoring system, 
When his engine blew up the danger was 
very real; his nearest challenger Tony Dean 
had only to finish third to take the title 
away, but Dean was fourth and finished a 
mere three points astern—the score read 136 
to 133 in Pllette’s favour. Those three points 
Were almost reduced to nil at Zandvoort 
when Teddy was eighth after a spin and two 
pit stops, After the race the organisers dis- 
Qualified him due to outside assistance, but 
the members of Formula 5000 Europe present 
decided ¢o reinstate Pilette as far as the 
Championship poims were concerned owing 
to the complete lack of marshals at the 
potentially dangerous position where he— 
and several others—had spun, 

‘As the Interserie car was totally unreliable 
yet again, it was abandoned in mid-season, A 
Second FS000 Chevron B24 was ordered and 
it-was driven by Chris Craft from July 
onwards, augmenting the VDS team's points 
score in the entrants’ championship and 
doubling as a back-up car for Teddy ‘should 
anything have gone wrong with his. car. 
Currently both cars are “down-under" for 
the Tasman Cup series. The driver of the 
second car, however, is now Peter Gethin, as 
Chevron and VDS have come to an arrange: 
ment whereby they will represent the works 
in F5000 in 1974 with a strong team com- 
prising Teddy Pilette and Peter Gethin, 

When not racing Teddy runs a 
business in Brussels. ‘This is the reason he 
always returns to Bolgium immediately after 
@ race—the only time he didn't catch the 
night ferry back to Ostend after a British 
race was after Brands Hatch in October, With 
Count van der Stracten, his wife Kristin and 
the VDS personnel, he celebrated his cham- 
pionship victory at the Rothmans party. 

As for future plans, Pilette says he is 
already where he wants to be—in Formula 
5000. “It is more powerful and quicker than 
Formula 1, although fess prestigious, Also, in 
most cases entry into Formula 1 is a case of 
money, not skill.” In fact, Teddy has almost 
got into Grand Prix racing twice. At the end 
of 1962 Reg Parnell was searching for young 
drivers and initiated a scheme whereby he 
would test successful candidates from Jim 
Russell's school. OF three drivers pu forward 
Pilette was the fastest in school tests, but 
Parnell died and the project came ¢o nothing. 
For the 1972 Belgian Grand Prix at Nivelles, 
Teddy found sponsorship money for a drive 
but was unable ¢o reach an agreement with 
any of the teams. 

The Pilette family—Théodore, André and 
Teddy—must go down in motor racing his- 
tory. Stories of racing fathers and sons or 
brothers, even brother and sister or husband 
and wife, are not new. But surely for three 
generations to fave been involved in inter- 
national racing must be a record? As Belgian 
journalist Paul Colson wrote recently” in 
Sport Moteur, Théodore didn't win anything 
of note, André Pilette was a national cham- 
pion, Teddy Pilette is a European champion, 
So will eight-year-old Jan Théodore Pilette 
become World Champion... .? 
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Teddy Pilette took the Belgian Team VDS B24 to victory in the Rothmans F500 championship. 


EUROPEAN F5000 REVIEW it purchasing a second Chevron for Craft to 


drive from July onwards. During the cou 


season Pilette won (Wo of the 15 


An encouraging SEASON Sees Me es 


score 136 points 


By MIKE KETTLEWELL to Jackie Epstein's shelisport, Luxembours 


This time last year Aurosront's Formula 5000 survey was chiefly concerned with the prospects 
for 1973. The 1972 season had failed {o live up to expectations : there were few competitors 
In new cars and at times the racing was dismal. But there had been s glimmer of hope. Some 
1972 races had proved exciting, notably the end-of-season October Brands Hatch Rothmans 
finale when Brian Redman in the prototype Chevron B24 kept Graham McRae’s McRae GMI 
‘at bay and fourth man Gijs van Lennep (Surtees TS11) clinched the Rothmans Championship. 
crown. With many top people from other formulae present to watch, F5000 fans could not 
have wished for better advertisement. A general feeling of gloom tured into optimism and 
from this optimism grew confidence and the four-season-old category suddenly became 
attractive to other teams, 
This year, however, it is possible—indeed, a pleasure—to look back on # superb season of 
ing. The racing was always close and clean and it took a brave man to 
t results, as 10 different winners from 15 rounds suggests. No one gained more than 
two vietories, The competition was fierce between chassis manufacturers and engine builder: 
While onthe tyre front Goodyear and Firestone shared the spoils. 


oints, 20 better than Tony Dean's Anglo 
To iilustrate the point about how close the while Thompson was too far down the field American Racing Team which was a two-car 
Rothmans European Championship was it to be a serious contender. Could Dean make set-up from March to May and August t 


is worth reviewing the points table. F5000  jr> He finished fourth In the race after a October, otherwise Dean represented the team 
veteran (if he'll excuse the expression) Peter typically strong and reliable drive. But it was alone, 

Gethin snatched the early lead, heading the not enough: mathematicians calculated that Foc saccade be bb asiined Corseeatiow 
points table after the first and second rounds. Dean needed to be third to wrest the title  Chatles Heidsieck Challenge, a championship 


Tony, Dean marched in front after cound 3. from Pilette, so it was the Belgian who Won based on practice times ar ‘British, and. irish 

then Brett Lunger after round 4 and Steve the Rothmans European Championship. rounds of the Rothmans series. Pole position 

‘Thompson jumped to the top with five counds man a each round won a crate of champ: 
Palen ‘Teddy Pilette. aged 31, drove a Chevron — m: 

chalked up. Eventual champion Teddy Piette 24 for the Belgian Racing Team VDS headed and tne end-of-season champion was pre. 


only squeezed into the top six after round 
6, and then only in fifth place. Thompson 
siayed ahead until after the eighth round 


7 Count wan der Stracten, a milionsive with sented with» trophy. plus a crate of extra 
Rony “interests (he heads’ the Stella ‘Ariols special ‘bubbly. ‘Winner was Keith Holland 
Fen ceiereat? (oe ‘cet passionate ‘being by a short head. from Peter Gethin. “Keith 


a mid-season testing accident and other Deer, concern). che Jest passicnatied ine was perhaps F5000's "hardest trier" 
sblems putting him out of contention. motor racing. The VDS team  twpiied the iter’ years of struggling with 

hunger now led again, ‘but only by the  Guring the season they lent their spare of under-financed | machinery ound a 
narrowest of margins, and when he, too, had forand engine to the works Chevron team backer in Ian Ward who provided him with 
his luck tuen sour up jumped Pilette from  Snd once to ‘Tony Deam Many is the time Trojan T1O1 

fourth to first place after the tenth race. There that “other parts have been loaned, Count Outside Europe F5000 continued to go from, 
were five races still to run and with double van der Stracten's philosophy being “You strength to strength, especally in the United 
points in the final round it was still any- are in F5000, you are our friends.” Last States where it is almost the “Formula, 1 
body's championship. Thanks (9 a trio of year's VDS McLaren M22 was retained for of North America, Teams spend large budgets 
seconds plus a controversial eighth place the first part of the season. Pilette drove it oa preparing the racing cars—not to mention 
Pilette eased out a 23 point lead before the for the first ¢wo rounds until the Chevron tne travelling which amounts. to thousands 
final round at Brands Hatch on October 21. was delivered: it was later driven by Chris and thousands of miles and large driver 
Tony Dean, Steve Thompson and Tom  Belso and then sold to Australia. The team retainer fees—and top. teams like Roger 


were ina’ position to topple him and this involved with Interserie racing,  Penske's and Carl Haas's develop thelr cars 
Indeed seemed a possibility when Pilette's despaired of ever getting their turbo: specification, Yet a team run 
‘engine blew up in the race. Belso retired, too, charged McLaren au point and abandoned opean nes trounced 
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the lot! Sid Taylor shrewdly signed Jody 
Scheckter to race for him in the nine-race 
L&M series and driving a Trojan T1Ol, and 
later a Lola 330, Scheckter won the L&M 
title from Britain's Brian Redman who con- 
ducted a modified Lola T330 for Cari Haas. 

In the Tasman Cup series Graham McRae 
won the championship for the third year cun- 
ning, using the trusty McRae GMi he had 
handled in the latter European races of 1972. 
McRae found the opposition down under 
‘tougher than ever before, for in Australia and 
New Zealand F5000 is very strong and the 
drivers highly talented. (In the national cham- 
pionships John McCormack won the Australian 
series in his works Elfin MRS powered by a 
Repco-prepared, Holden-based engine, and 
David Oxton won the New Zealand series in 
George Bege's beautifully built Berg FMS.) 


MANUFACTURERS 


pitodihed hat, dt 
‘Ze motor racing supporters have pointed out 
go fervently in the current fuel crisis, Bratain 
provides the world with most of its cacing 
tars. In Formula 5000 this is no exception. 
Even though the formula emanates from the 
United States, 95 per cent of the cars raced 
in the LEM series were exported from Britain, 
from the factories of Lola, Trojan, Chevron. 
MeRae and March to be precise. 

Lola were the first British manufacturer to 
build a Formula 5000 car, the spaceframe 
140 of 1968, This and the updated T142 
1 1969 the first year of F5000 in Europe) 

from the well-known 


T'worksrtooned car, drastically altered the 
Specification “and transformed the T1090 into 

‘ready winner. In doing 30 he found employ- 
Tent at Lola as-a fest driver and Lola devel- 
oped Frank into the, 1971 T102. Half- 
say, through “1971, when Frank, found the 
Tide ‘was snot always. the match of Mike 
Hallwood's "works “Surtees TSS, he had a 
brainstorm and evolved the prototype of what 
has become one of Lola's best sellers. Basically 
fe took the Formula 2 Lola 240 chassis 
Shochomed. in. a Chevrolet engine. What's 
more, was & winner from the start. 

Known as the 7300, this smaller, more 
compact Lala sold in. great numbers $9 1972, 
especially to 
creecipdated and redesigned to 7330 specifica 
tion and'S1 cars were aoid—not bad consider 
(or tla ‘originally estimated a run of 12! 
Six ‘Talor were sold 
Sekme, half this number to ShellSport Luxem- 
tire, Guy ‘Edwards, fon Ashley and Colin 
Byarks were the other customers, although 
Uy emdseason Australian Hyams quit driving 
Cala his car, to. Trevor Twaites and 
Brendan, Meinerney. ‘There were hordes. of 
[ola customers in the United States, the most 
Important, perhaps being US ageat Carl Haas’ 
tek 'Sponsored by Steed and prepared bY 
Sim’ Hall of Chaparral fame, one. car 0- 
Derporated “factory-developed "modifications 
Sanile the other was developed by Hail him- 
Teil tm mid-season both sets of ideas were 
Hoveporared. into one car with which Red- 
Iman'"won the. final four LAM Championship 
Tounds, Carl’ Hogan ‘had a pale of, Haggar 
Stacks-aponsored ‘cars, while other customers 
included Eppie Wietzes, Tony Adamowicz (in 
Roy Woods! car), Marke ‘Donohue (in. Roger 
Penske's car), Bob Lazler and Sid Taylor. 

MeLaren opted out of the F5000 scene in 
1978, Trojans who. since 1964 had built the 
Golnbsook concern’s customer cars, were {0 
fave laid down a. small batch of replica FI 
Metaren Migs. for F5000 use, but suddenly 
Groped. the idea. and ‘came up with their 
‘own machine, the Trojan TIO1. (in 1969 and 
1970 the, Trojan-bullt. McLaren MIO-series 
hhad proved almost unbeatable in P5000 and 
Were ideal cars for private teams. However, 
the 1971 MIS. was not a. success for some 
feason and’ the M22 which followed iin 
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Steve Thompson's Chevron B24 leads Graham McRae's latest McRae at Brands in October 
When the latter's new car made an encouraging debut. 


1972 was even more of a disaster. Some 
people felt that Trojan should have developed 
fhe M10. theme on the lines of the cars of 
Graham MoRae, Frank Matich, Keith Holland, 
Tony. Kitchiner & Co who all made their 
modified MIOBs go much quicker than any 
MIS.) 

Trojan's T1O1 was, in essence, the front: 
end of the 1972 McLaren M21 Formula 2 car 
(as raced by Jody Scheckter) mated to the 
rear-end. of the 1972 M22. FS000. Trojans 
"aul Rawlinson did the pencil work and later 
ex-Brabham designer Ron Tauranac was 
Signed up as @ consultant to ensure that the 
car was thoroughly developed. The prototype 
was sold to lan Ward Racing and raced by 
Keith Holland, Sid Taylor came to an arrange- 
ment. whereby he ran a car for Jody 
Sheckter in. the opening Rothmans rounds 
tnd later in the L&M series; Sid  sub- 
Sequently ran a second Trojan in’ Europe for 
Brett Lunger. Another car went to Alen Mec- 
Kechnie to be driven by Bob Evans and a 
fifth was sold in mid-season to Hexagon of 
Highgate who used Willie Green, John Watson 
and Damien Magee as drivers 

But what if Trojan ‘had developed the Mc: 
Laren M19? During the year the works dis- 
posed of their three FI chassis, the first 
Being bought by Tony Dean who, before it 
was even reody, had arranged to sell it to 
Brian Robinson. ‘The conversion was, in fact, 
Gone by McLaren themselves and after Dean 
tested ‘Robinson's car he wanted to buy it 
beck—it was "at the least as good as my 
Chevron.” Robinson wasn't having ny but 
before Dean could do a deal on the remain- 
ing pair they had been sold to Tony Kitchiner 
who is to run them this year. 

‘Chevron’s prototype B24 appeared in May 
1972 and was driven chiefly by Brian Redman 
for Sid Taylor. Keith Holland bought it_at 
the end of the year but within weeks it trad 
passed on to Alan Brodie’'s Servis Appliances 
feam for. Steve Thompson to drive in the 
Tasman Series. Chevron also built and sold 
deveral customer cars, similar to the proto- 
type but equipped with the deformable 
Structures with 1974 in mind. Tony Dean 
Sought two, as did the Racing Team VDS. 
‘There were works cars in the US and Europe 
and another car was built for Steve Thompson 
who wrote-of the ex-Redman machine in @ 
tyre-testing accident in May. 

Graham McRae built a small batch of 
McRae GMIs at his Poole, Dorset, factory 
during the winter of 1972-73. He retained his 
1972 European car for the “73 Tasman races 


plus the early European rounds before re- 
placing it with a new GMI. In Europe Jock 
Russell_retained the car ‘he bad bought in 
mid-1972 (an ex-Leda raced briefly by Trevor 
Taylor before McRae took over the Leda 
concer), while Alan Roltinson had a new car 
for the ‘Tasman races and Europe. A deal 
for a car for Peter Hanson fell through, but 
several customers were found in the States, 
where Graham had been L&M Champion in 
1972 
‘At the end of the year the GM2 appeared, 
a ‘beautifully constructed car on current Fi 
fines. At the same time came the news that 
McRae was ceasing to be a constructor. His 
factory was sold to Roger Penske, the rights 
for the GML were sold to Ian Ward and the 
ights for the GM2 to American Jack Mac- 
Cormack. Four cars are likely to be built for 
‘and Sam Posey to drive with Norris 
backing. 


5000 would be the 
made all its” rivals look “agricultural 
amounted to more words he now has to eat. 
March had looked at F500 since its inception 
land took the plunge in 1972, John Cannon 
Ordering what was virtually an F2 chassis with 
a lightweight Oldsmobile engine. Smack on 
the ‘then-current minimum weight limit, the 
car had terrific potential and at the Nivelles 
meeting in Belgium in April 1972 one won- 
dered if the traditional Chevy-engined car had 
‘been rendered obsolete when Cannon stole pole 


was soundly trounced. For 1973 Mi 
Gated the car and fitted the Chevy engine. 
There were several customers in the United 
States, but only one car was seen regularly in 
Europe, that driven by Clive Baker who had 
made a deal with March. None of the Marches 
Seemed to be able to match the performance of 
the Lola, Trojan, Chevron or McRae opposi- 
tion, Brabham's’ BT43, rumoured to be mak- 
ing its debut from August onwards, never 
raced, It was unveiled only after the final 
European race in October. John Surtees didn't 
build an F5000 car in 1973, but two second- 
hand cars were raced in Europe from time to 
time. McLaren—as opposed to Trojan—built 
car based on the M23 Fl car late in the year 
‘witn a works atack-on the 1974 American 
series in miné 

‘Next biggest FS000 manufacturing country 
is Australia where Garrie Cooper builds Elfins 
and Frank Matich builds cars carrying his 
Own name. Both are powered by Repco- 
modified Holden engines (Holden are General 


FOR SALE 
WORKS CHEVRON B24 F5000 


As driven by Peter Gethin. Compietety. 
rebuilt, absolutely as new . 500 
Contact Graham White 
Chevron Cars 
Bolton 45151 or 
01-735 5121 


IAN WARD RACING 


offer 
Their successful 1973 
Trojan 101 Rolling Chassis 
with Spares 


Contact: Ian Ward, Medway 364456, 
Eric Seal 01-669 2733. 


Another successful year 
at the top 
for Morand Engines 


Ist ROTHMANS 
F5000 CHAMPIONSHIP 


2nd ROTHMANS 
F5000 CHAMPIONSHIP 


We have also scored a victory 
in the 1974 Tasman Championship 


Developpement Moteurs Morand 

Ch-1635 La Tour De Tréme 
Switzerland. Tel: 010 41 29 29001 
Telex 36142 
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Motors’ Australian subsidiary). The Elfin 
MR5s remained in Australia, although Matjch 
made an unsuccessful attack on the L&! 
Series with his own ASO and ASI models. His 
Intest Matich A52 is basically an updated ASI 
with side radiators. Bowin and Birrane, two 
Smatler Australian manufacturers, either have 
Or are rumoured to be building, F5000 cars. 
In the United States no new Eagles have 
been built for F5000 application for some 
While, but for 1974 Dan Gurney’s company 
wake a comeback to the formula 
Iso news of a F5000 from Parnelli 


In New Zealand George Bega’s FMS had a 
busy season, After David Oxton had won the 
Nz Championship he raced in the NZ half of 
the Tasman series before shipping it to Europe 
for the Rothmans rounds. In August it was 
shipped back down under and Oxton again 
won the NZ tite. 


ENGINES 


ti the United States a Britian prepared engine 
won the championship; in Europe, where 
most of the races are run in Britain, a Swiss 
Built engine took the honours; in New Z« 
land and Australia an American-prepared en- 
gine won the Tasman series. 

‘There is plenty of healthy competition 
between engine firms within F5000 and in 
Europe the chief battle was definitely between 
‘Alan’ Smith of Derby and Louls Morand of 
Lausanne, Switzerland. Morand's fuel-injected 
engines certainly offered plenty of power — 
demonstrated at Silverstone —and the reli 
‘ability was there, too, on most occasion: 
‘Although an experimental fuel-injected engine 
Was tried in Sid Taylor's Trojan from time to 
time, Smith engines relied on carburetters. 
They had plenty of power and seemed the 
most reliable of all engines. 

‘Race Engine Services and Bolthoff engines 
were also seen in Europe, while Graham 
MeRae had his engines prepared by Al Bartz 
in the United States instead of Morand. RES's 
Strongest. runner was Steve Thompson, but 
Steve's season seemed hampered by lack of 
power and carburation problems ; the Bolthoft 
Engines seemed to lack power and reliability ; 
MeRae's disastrous year both in Europe and 
the States seemed entirely due to engine 
failures, but as Bartz engines worked so well 
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‘Jock Russell's MeRae leads a very tweaked-up Gijs van Lennep in a SheliSport Lol 


for many American competitors perhaps it 
was an installation problem ? 

‘When Ford delayed their 24-valve Cosworth- 
developed V6 engine project for a year any 
‘chances of seeing this engine utilised in F5000 
Guring 1973 disappeared. It will be recalled 
that F500 regulations were changed for '73 10 
that instead of a list of " accepted” VB engines 
based on the American one, engines had to be 
derived from homologated Group 2 cars. This 
cunningly allowed all existing engines (with 
the exception of Tony Kitehiner’s Rolls-Royce 
VB project) plus, among others, the Ford V6. 
An additional rule change said that engines 
below 4000 ce could benefit from  unres 
tricted valve gear, while those below 3570 cc 
could be either supercharged or _turbo- 
charged. Ford's new 3412. ce Cosworth 
Geveloped engine for 1974 produces 400 bhp 
at present, so imagine what turbocharging 
would dot 

(However, before you queue outside Cos- 
worth, perhaps it should be said that the 
Jurbocharging, supercharging rule has been 
‘dropped for 1974. It ruined CanAm and the 
F5000 crowd did not want it to ruin their 
Formula as well.) 

In Britain the Rover projects came to noth 
ing, but British Leyland could still theoreti- 
cally be represented in F500 by the 
‘Australian-built Leyland P76 V8. Repco have 
developed a full S-litre version for use in the 
Elfin works cars down under and if it does 
produce as much power as the traditional 
Chevy we could be in for a surprise as it's 
1S01b lighter. Repco's main work in F5000, 
of course, has been the production of Holden 
‘engines giving almost 500 bhp. Now the Repco- 
Holden engine is more popular than the Chev- 
rolet in Australian F5000 racing, being used 
in Elfin, Matich, MeLaren and Lola chas: 

In the United States the Chevy engine 
reigns supreme, of course, although it is 
ironic that every L&M round plus the first two 
places in the championship were taken by 
Engines which had come from Britain's Alan 
‘Smith ; Bartz and Traco engines were common 
in the privately-run teams, but a sign of what 
might come was given by Gus Hutchinson, 
the March privateer, whose home-brewed BRM- 
Chevy engine employed sidedraught intake. 
Money problems meant that little was seen of 
this project, although when it appeared at 


la—the team which scooped the Entrants’ title 


Elkhart Lake it was, to quote American race 
reporter Gordon Kirby, “clearly and visibly 
faster than anything else.” 

Roger Penske used American Motors power 
in the Lola T330 raced by Mark Donohue, but 
it "was Donohue’s driving rather than’ the 
‘AMC engine which put the car well up (but 
never first) on the results shes 


ROTHMANS EUROPEAN 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


There were 18 Rothmans European F5000 
Championship races in 1973, but there should 
have been 18 On June 10 a ra due to 
be run at the recently opened. Santamonica 
circuit at Misano Adriatico in Italy. Many of 
the regular F5000 circus made the trip and 
duly practised, only to be told that the local 
mayor had withdrawn permission for the mé 
ing to be run as the cars were considered to 
be " too dangerous for the circuit.” In a year 
‘of major political problems in motor racing it 
‘was inevitable that politics should enter F5000, 
ind so they did in Italy. If F5000 cars were too 
fast for the circuit (which competitors praised 
for its safety arrangements, incidentally) how 
is it that Interserie machines with almost 
twice the power and driven by a bunch of 
mainly German amateurs raced there not two 
months later? 

Three weeks later another round was sche- 
duled for Zandvoort and, indeed, some com- 
petitors stopped off at the Dutch track on 
The way back from Italy. This time an FIA 
ruling stopped the meeting. The CSI circuit 
inspection committee (including Jackie 
Stewart) were there at the beginning of the 
week of the race and it was decided that no 
racing should take place on the newly 
resurfaced track until the Formula 1 Grand 
Prix a month thence. Understandably the F1 
crowd didn't want a repeat of the Zolder 
fiasco. 

‘Third “race that never was,” the Silverstone 
Club Circuit international on August 2, was 
rained off. The cars practised—often some- 
what spectacularly —but the downpour con- 
Yinued unabated all day and by the time the 
race was due {0 be fun the track was flooded 
in places. Wisely, after some hairy rece laps 
and two drivers’ meetings, the race was called 
Off. despite some verbal diarrhoea from one or 


a 


two gentlemen who should have known better. 

‘The season started on March 17 with the 
first Rothmans qualifier on the eve of the 
Daily Mail Race of Champions and the top 
tuners also raced with the Fl cars on the 
Sunday, although championship points were 
‘not at ‘stake. All Fools Day saw the second 
round at Mailory Park, one of many races to 
be spoilt by changing track conditions, while 
six days later the scene changed to ‘Silver- 
stone for the GKN-Vanwall Trophy race. Again, 
the best F5000s raced with the Fls in the 
GKN-Daily Express Trophy race the following 
day. Over Easter there were rounds at Snetter- 
ton on Good Friday and Brands Hatch on 
Easter Monday, the latter providing some of 
the wettest conditions of the season, 

The firsteever Sunday race meeting at 
Oulton Park was highlighted by the sixth 
Rothmans round on May 13 when once more 
track conditions were far from perfect — it 
was damp following a shower of rain. On 
‘Spring Bank Holiday Monday the F5000 circus 
Paid their second visit to Mallory Park. 

Next, the Continental interlude should have 
begun with Santamonica and Zandvoort, but 
Jn fact it was six weeks before F5000s raced 
In anger—at Mallory Park again on July 
Mondello Park in Ireland hosted the ninth 
(wet) round two weeks later and, with the 
Silverstone race abandoned, the ‘next time 
points could be won was at ‘Brands Hatch on 
Summer Bank Holiday Monday, August 27. By 
this time the leading F5000 entrants had 
banded together with John Webb and formed 
Formula 5000 Europe, an association to look 
fafter the interests of ‘the formula. 

Following the Rothmans Gold Cup at Oulton 
Park on September 9 the Continental side of 
the “European” Championship got under 
way. On September 23. the '0.916-mile 

in Denmark hosted the P5000 
brigade. circuit evoked mixed feelings. 
if definitely too Mickey Mouse, while 
the lack of pits or even cover meant that 
team personnel were soaked to the skin when 
It rained. On the credit side, however, the 
locals were very hospitable and a large 
‘crowd turned up to watch the biggest motor 
race in Denmark for years, Next Sunday the 
teams arrived at Zandvoort and in Holland 
It rained with a vengeance. This meeting was 
‘additionally spoilt by the poor quality of 
race marshalling. A quick trip home was 
deemed necessary for the cars to be prepared 
for Snetterton the following Sunday while 
two weeks later the final round was held at 
Brands Hatch. Plans to fit an extra date of 
two in the calendar to replace lost rounds had 
to be abandoned because of date clashes, 
While a non-championship race scheduled for 
Mondello Park on October 28 was also called 
off, 

Having set the scene for the year, let's 
review the season for the competitors, team 
by team, in the finishing order In the entrants 
championship. 

Champion team ShellSport Luxembourg took 
over where the 1972 champions Speed Inter. 
national Racing left off. Jackie Epstein 
yecured sponsorship from Shell and Radio 
Luxembourg well before the previous season 
had been concluded and the Brands Hatch- 
based team’s plans were to run a pair of 
brand new Smith-powered Lola T330s for 
reigning champion Gljs van Lennep and 
Denmark's Tom Belso. Van Lennep’s old 
Surtees TS11 went to Clive Santo, but by mid. 
season Santo, too, was in a new Lola and 
the old Surtees was sold to northerner Bil 
Wood. Both van Lennep and Belso are first 
ate drivers, but they didn’t enjoy the best 
of luck and neither won a championship race 
Van Lennep's closest chance was at Snetterton 
on Good Friday, but he was beaten after a 
dice with Brett Lunger’s Trojan. Gijs was 
also handicapped by the fact that his Martini 
Porsche sports car contract took priority over 
F5000 and he had to miss the first Mallory 
Park and Oulton Park meetings; he wasn't 
able to run at Santamonica either. Later his 
FI rides with Frank Williams kept him away 
from the cancelled Silverstone meeting and 
the second Oulton Park fixture. Belso. took 
part in every round that was run, but he 
‘wouldn't have been able to race at Silver 
stone as no engine was available. He nearly 
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missed the October Snetterton meeting as 
well as he was due to drive F1 for Frank 
Williams at Watkins Glen; when this fell 
through he jetted back to Snetterton double- 
quick as he sill had an outside chance of 
winning the championship. 

Towards the end of the year the SheliSport 
Luxembourg Lolas seemed to be suffering 
from the rigours of the season more than 
most other cars. Trifling problems kept 
occurring, especially a. spate of tyre 
deflations’ on Belso’s car. Santo often started 
races with cracked cylinder heads, a. flat 
battery or wrong-size wheels—or a combina 
Lion of all three !—but on the occasions when 
his car went properly, usually in practice 
he demonstraced his talent. None of. the 
three drivers will be driving for ShellSport 
Luxembourg in 1974 when the ever-cheerful 
Jackie Epstein hopes to win. the entrants’ 
champion for the third running. 

The Anglo-American Racing Team started 
the season with a pair of Morand-engined 
Chevron 824s owned by Tony Dean and 
driven by the veteran Yorkshireman himself 
and his American friend Bobby Brown. Dean 
("I may be the oldest but I'm not the bloody 
slowest!") never won a race, but he was 
always a consistent high-pace finisher, taking 
‘one second, five thirds, three fourths and two 
Afths. His only non-finishes were caused by 
@ broken driveshaft and a practice accident 
(both times at Mallory Park) and on one 
other occasion he was out of the points fol 
lowing an off-course excursion during the 
first heat at Jyllandsringen. Tony led races, 
however. At the Gold Cup he led until the 
handling deteriorated, while at Snetterton in 
October he stayed in front until he lost his 
Drakes owing to a leakage of fluid. At Zand 
voort Dean drove a storming race, lopping 
seconds a lap off Guy Edwards’ lead to bes 
mere haif-length down at flagfall 

Brown had an upsetting year. Pleurisy and 
@ family bereavement caused him to. miss 
Several rounds (Peter Gethin borrowed his 
car for the May 13 Oulton Park round, 

nd after taking an excel 

Mallory Park on May 25 
he was never seen again in Europe. After 
this race both cars were air-freighted to the 
United States for two rich L&M Champion 
ship rounds. Dean returned, but Brown 
remained in the States because of business 
commitments. When Brian Robinson joined 
the F5000 ranks with his converted Fl 
McLaren M19 (which used a Morand engine 
bought from Dean) he ran under the Anglo: 
American Racing Team banner in an effort 
to boost the team's score in the entrants’ 
championship. Although the car was 
undoubtedly fast, as Dean's private testing 
showed, Robinson seemed to take some time 
to acquaint himself with the car. His best 
placing was a seventh in the final round. 

Teddy Pilette won the drivers’ champion- 
ship but the Racing Team VDS were only 
third in the entrants’ section. This is chiefly 
because his team-mate Chris Craft took some 
time 10 adapt himself to the team's second 
Chevron B26 and by the time he did it 
encountered problems. At Zandvoort in the 
wet Craft was unlucky to be punted into the 
Armeo by van Lennep; his rear wing was 
bent and he had to stop at the pits, Return 
ing to the fray. Chris lapped faster than 

most anyone else on the track, unlapped 
the leader and took a well-earned fifth. 
Pilette and Craft relied on some of Mr 
Morand's most powerful engines, and Teddy 
certainly gave ‘em stick. Teddy rarely went 
quickly in practice, but he usually made a 
brilliant start and worked his way up into 
@ useful position. Ironically, when he did 
take pole position at the final Brands Hatch 
round his engine played up, lacking power 
low down, and his start was one of the worst 

With the racing so close and competitive 
it is easy to say that so-and-so would have 
won if. One of the most unlucky drivers 
must have been wet-weather expert Steve 
Thompson who drove Alan Brodie’s Servis 
Appliances Racing Team Chevron. Steve led 
the championship in the early stages and was 
an outside contender for the drivers’ title 
right up to the final round, but various 


lems hindered his progress, For most of 
the season he suffered from lack of power 
and when RES did come up with a screamer 
fat the end of the year it went sour just as he 
hoped to pounce for the lead at Snetterton 
in October! Add to that a near-tragic testing 
accident at Silverstone in May when a tyre 
burst and sent him into the Armco at Wood- 
cote (the original Chevron was totally 
demolished and Steve's helmet was dented 
against the Armco!) and problems trying to 
get the replacement to handle and one can 
understand how frustrated Steve was at the 
end of the year. As a wet-weather driver he 
is the tops—all his three victories In F5000 
have been in a downpour—but in the dry lack 
of power usually clouded his performances. 
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In the spray at a damp Mallory Park. Hobbs’ Lola is hounded by Holland, MeRae and Thompson. 


Smith-engined Trojan 
Holland's ‘press 
in F5000 and Kelth 


red for Ray Allen ¢ recounted earlier, 
mn siyle is second to none 


was rewarded with wins at 


‘and eventually 


Keith benefited 


| Mallory Park meeting thanks to a demon 
yres and finished a strong 


way property developer lan Ward als 
the F500 McLaren MI4A 
driver Allan Kayes. 


of ex-Formula F 
‘Although it is customary 
to dismiss a step from FF to F5000 as foolish 


nbourg Lola when he deputised for van 


Jr tremendous battle in the October Brands finale, Holland leads eventual winner 
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nsidering the machiner 
Kayes drove with confidence and reasonable 
speed; the fact that he qualified to start 
in his. first-ever 5000 race at Brands Hatch 
on Summer Bank Holiday Monday bears this 

‘What at one stage appeared to be a miser 
able year for Guy Edwards in 5000 was 
ransformed at the end of the season when 
he won at Zandvoort and Brands Hatch, Right 
from the start at Brands Hatch in March Guy 
had. proved he could handle the power at 
hand, but an accident at Mallory Park in 
April set him back somewhat and then a 
series of trivial problems almost made him 
give up hope. Guy drove John Butterworth's 
Smith-engined Lola T330 which was jointly 
sponsored by Barclays International and 
‘Amoco, an amalgam which meant his entry 
took at least two and sometimes three lines 
ina race programme with the mouthful 
Barclays International Racing with Amoco/ 
John Butterworth, 

Sid Taylor's European season was not as 
good as his American one, although at of 
stage it appeared the could do the “ double 
For the first two rounds Jody Scheckter 
drove Sid's Trojan T101 (with no success) 
before taking it to America for the L&M 
series. Then Sid acquired another Trojan for 
Brett. Lunger to drive in. the remaining 
Rothmans rounds which didn’t clash with his 
American commitments ; Brett had the advan 
tage of 30 points already gained when he 
drove Carl Hogan's Lola and after wins at 
Snetterton and Mallory Park (July) he seemed 
a good bet for the championship. Then Fate 
intervened: a practice blow-up at Brands 
Hatch, a practice shunt at Oulton Park and 

sblems contrived to keep his points 
low and both Lunger and Taylor were 
seventh in their respective championships. 

‘Bob Evans’ first year in F5000 has already 
been recounted in Avrostorr’s pages. Suffice 
it to say that, driving the MeKechnie Racing 
Organisation's’ STP-backed Trojan T101, Bob 
acquitted himself extremely well and was 
definitely F5000's “ find" of the year. He won 
the BP Superman of the Year award most 
deservedly. Evans had one victory to 
credit, at Snetterton in October when he beat 
Pilette. Bob's biggest disappointment was his 
failure to start at Brands Hatch in August. 
After setting second best practice time 


at his disposi 
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‘Trojan developed a fuel leak as it came out 
for the warm-up lap and had to be with- 
drawn. 

‘Thanks to David Hobbs’ and Brett Lunger's 
1-2 at Silverstone and Lunger's second place 
in the first Brands Hatch round, the American 
Haggar Slacks-backed team of Hogan Racing 
Lola 7330s amassed sufficient points to be 
placed ninth in the points table. Few will 
forget the pair's total domination of the 
Silverstone race when the Morand-powered 
cars clearly had the legs of the opposition. 
Next up were the Chevron Racing Team who 
started the year with the States-bound, Mai 
thon Oil Chevron B24 which Peter Gethin 
drove to victory twice at Brands Hatch. Dis- 
mayed with Formula 2, Chevron reappeared 
in F500 late in July with a non-sponsored 
works car (this time Morand instead of Smith- 
powered owing to delivery dates) which 
Gethin drove from time to time in the remain- 
ing Rothmans rounds, winning the Rothmans 
Gold Cup at Oulton Park in September. 
Peter's season ended with a nasty accident 
in the final Brands Hatch round from which 
he was lucky to escape unhurt. 

Tan Ashley was a real surprise, the young 
Lincolnshire driver winning the Jyilandsringen 
race at the wheel of his Henley Forklift- 
entered Lola T3930, From July, following a 
Session in which "Frank Gardner thoroughly 
sorted his car, Ian became one of the fastest 
perhaps the fastest @—and smoothest in 
F5000. A troublesome Bolthoff engine ham- 
pered early-season races and prevented 
Serious ‘testing, but Once a Smith engine wa: 
Installed Ashley was able to get down to som« 
serious motor racing. As people still recal 
Feadily his old reputation of being a reckless 
Griver, Tan’s efforts were perhaps not taken 
seriously enough by the press and other 
onlookers, but 1973 saw a new Ian Ashley 
emerge. He certainly justified the faith of 
Rocky Plumridge, the part-owner of the Lola 
who also painstakingly prepared it, not to 
mention erstwhile F5000 driver Doug Hard. 
wick whose Henley Forklift firm provided 
some backing. 

Hexagon Racing appeared in July with a 
‘Smith-engined Trojan T1O1 driven by Willie 
Groen, the historic racing hero who also used 
to drive GT cars with verve. What went 


finished runner-up to Pitette. 
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wrong? Willle didn’t seem at ease in the 
car and quit the team after a row during 
practice for the Oulton Park September meet- 
ing. Ulsterman John Watson. later drove it 
twice and Damien Magee once; Watson 
proved the car was a potential winner by 
Teading ‘at Zandvoort until he slid off at the 
very slippery chicane and taking third place 
fat Brands in October, while Magee proved 
he was no slouch at Snetterton, 

Poor Graham McRae! With Iberia Airlines 
sponsoring his European F5000 venture 
instead of STP (who did, of course, continue 
to back him in the LAM and Tasman series), 
McRae achieved a lucky win for Iberia Team 
McRae at Mallory Park in April, when he 
was the only driver to choose the right tyres 
for the conditions, plus a string of non- 
starts (some due to USAC commitments) and 
broken engines. Graham switched from 
Morand to Bartz motivation (and also did 
some engine work himself) but probably now 
wishes he hadn't. Soon after the GM2 
‘appeared the news was released that Graham 


Ian Ashley established some excellent performances towards the end of the year, as did Bob 
Evans who pursues Ashley on opposite lock in this picture at Oulton Park. 


had sold his interests and returned to being 
a racing driver, Perhaps he wasn't cut out 
to be @ constructor? 

George Bege’s Begg FMS driven by David 
Oxton was a real surprise, Before the season 
started one felt that this New Zealand ven- 
ture, to be run on a shoestring, couldn't pos 
bly, succeed. But the fact is that Oxton's tal- 
nted driving of a soundly constructed, well- 
fengineered and superbly prepared car put the 
Begg well up the results sheets. Oxton started 


the season late as the boat didn't arrive in 


a grandstand 
the apalling conditions meant a reskinning 
job at John Thompson's, but this was made 
amends for when David’ took fifth places at 
Silverstone and Mallory Park. Following the 
rained-off Silverstone meeting in August the 
car had to be shipped back to New Zealand 
for the Gold Star series, which Oxton won. 

‘Tony Trimmer started ‘the year as reserve 
driver for ShellSport Luxembourg, but follow- 


‘Originally the Anglo-American team comprised Bobby Brown and Tony Dean but the former (seen leading) went back to America while Dean 
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CONGRATULATIONS TEDDY PILETTE 
1973 ROTHMANS F5000 CHAMPION 


MORAND ENGINES 


Congratulate Teddy Pilette on 
winning the 1973 Rothmans 


F5000 championship Three out of the first four 


can't be bad, 
congratulations 
Teddy, Tony, Steve 
Chevron Cars 


Morand—1635 
La Tour-de-Treme, Switzerland 
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ing  first-lap practice accident at Mallory 
Park when he damaged van Lennep’s Lola 
T330 (due to a special throttle pedal arrange- 
ment) he did not drive for them any more. 
Instead, The Portobello Inn near Brands Hatch 
combined with Sheridan Thynne to provide 
Tony with the ex-Howden  Ganley/Speed 
International/Kent Messenger McLaren MISA. 
Tony prepared the car and engine himself 
and was far from disgraced in this outdated 

. An unfortunate collision with Keith Hol 
land when practising for the September Oulton 
Park race resulted in Tony breaking his wrist 
and he was out of racing until the final round 
when he piloted the Connew PCIB hired for 
the occasion by The Portobello Inn. (Sadly 
Tony's season ended as it began with an 
accident, the cause being a broken shock 
absorber), ‘The McLaren was not damaged 
in the Oulton incident, however, and it was 
hired out to Jac Nellemann at Jyllandsringen 
Arie Luyendijk at Zandvoort and Brands Hatch 
and Bernard Bird at Snetterton. Nellemann 
was very Impressive, taking a good sixth on 
aggregate in front of his home crowd. 

Scot Jock Russell retired from racing at 
the end of the year after a mixed season with 
his own McRae GMI. Highlight of Jock's 
season was to lead in the pouring rain at 
Brands Hatch on Easter Monday—and to 
continue to lead following a 360-degree spin 
out of Druids! Eventually Jock tired and his 
part-worn tyres lost thelr grip and he dropped 
to. 10th. Alan Rollinson” had a disastrous 
season with his own McRae GMI, sitting 
out most of the season owing to lack of 
finance and blown engines. Alan, a past win- 
ner of F5000 races, deserved better luck 

Ex-Monoposto Champion of 1971, Chris 
Featherstone competed with his ex-Frank 
Gardner Lola TI90X but at best could only 
really be described as a make-weight. Tony 
Kitchiner revived the McLaren MLO5-based 
Kitchmac In mid-season for Kaye Griffiths to 
drive, but Kaye failed to keep an eye on the 
oll pressure gauge and blew the engine in 
practice for both Oulton Park rounds. One: 
time Australian Formula Ford Champion 
Richard Knight found some Shell backing to 
run the car in most of the end-of-season 
races, impressing onlookers with his conf 
dence and smoothness. Last points scorers 
were American John Gunn, who drove his 
March 73A at Brands Hatch in March (but 
crashed in practice at Mallory Park and blew 
up at Silverstone before he returned State. 
Side) and Clive Baker. The Devonshire driver 
started the year with his ex-Keith Holland 
McLaren MIOB. and was a reasonable ninth 
in the April Mallory Park meeting. Perhaps 
he should have Kept it instead of buying a 
new ‘March 73A which never got Into the 
results, 

With the points going down to 10th place 
in each round, anyone who failed to score 
in 1973 must ‘have had a very poor season 
Indeed! John Bowtell appeared from time to 
time in a Rover-engined McLaren MIOA/B, 
but the car was underpowered and unreliable. 
Chris Shaw bought the ex-works Leda LT25 
of 1971 vintage but never started a race 
neither did Bob Ellice who purchased the 
car from Shaw and practised for the August 
Brands Hatch round. Jim Moore ran the ex: 
David Prophet McLaren M10B in some rounds, 
while when Pierre Soukry appeared twice 
with the Connew it never survived practice. 
Bill Wood changed his ex-Tony Dean McLaren 
MI4A for the ex-van Lennep Surtees TSI1 
(the McLaren went to Allan Kayes), but poor 
Terry Sanger put himself in hospital when 
he crashed the ex-McKechnie Racing Organ- 
sation Lola T300 in practice for the July 
Mallory Park round—it was the first time 
Terry had appeared with It. A mysterious 
‘Swiss named Hans Furian crashed an equally 
mysterious Lola T190/1 during practice for 
the October Snetterton round, while despite 
‘at one time owning two McLaren MIOBs 1 
don’t think Chris Oates ever managed to 
start a race either. 

Trevor Twaites and Brendan Mcinerney 
shared the ex-Colin Hyams Lola 330, but 
were let down by is troublesome Boithoff 
engine. It only began to show form whea a 
‘Smith engine was hired from Ian Ashley for 


cd 


The winning power units : From Alan Si 


the final Brands round. It was at this meeting, 
of course, that John Webb Imported the 
Chuck Jones/Jerry Bisert Lola 7330. from 
the United States for Clay Regazzoni to 
drive, Sadly, the money was wasted as the 
car had handling and engine problems and 
Clay was never seriously in the hunt during 
practice or the race, The idea in Webb's mind 
jas to dispel suggestions thet European 
5000 drivers were “not very god, 


average,” which were being made by certain 
journalists. It’s a shame the exercise wont 
off at half-cock. Who were the journalists ? 


Well, it was significant that no F5000 driver 
was given a Grovewood Award Jast year, 
and perhaps it should be added that Avro: 
Sront was not included on the panel 

The Rothmans European "Championship 
season ended on a high note with a spectacu 
Jar final round at Brands Hatch, an excell 
Prize-giving party plus the confirmati 


‘and from Morand. 


Rothmans' continued support in 1974, But 
then came the crunch of the energy crisis 
which must affect the prospects for this 
coming year, Other worries on the horizon 
fare large-scale price increases for new equip: 
ment following the agreement between racing 
car manufacturers t raise prices as som 
in order to price their cars comp 
were effectively selling them at a loss. The 
prize fund remains the same 4—either 
£3,840 or £7,080 per race—but there should 
be more bonus money to be won; Firestone, 
for instance, have dropped Interserie for full 
seale support of the P5000 series 

Finally, requests to run F5000 races abroad 
have inundated MCD's offices at Brands Hatch 
even if there are some cancellations owing 
to the fuel crisis replacement races will no 
doubt be organised, Over 20 races (including 
@ four-round mini-championship in Italy) look 
like being cun. 
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Major F5000 winners of 1973 
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Don 
MacLeod 


—a profile 


One of the names to emerge from the hun- 
dreds of drivers contesting Formula Ford 
championships last year was that of Donald 
MacLeod. Rather as a foreign name becomes 
better known quicker than an ordinary English 
ame, MacLeod is regarded as a “new” name, 
Principally because he wasn't previously seen 
around the English circuits too much. Strange 
, this 26-year-old Scotsman, 
ing in Wokingham, has been racing 
for four years, ‘and the success of "73 has 
come at just the right time, for 1974 is 
scheduled as the year of big formula racing 
for Donald, and he is currently chasing spon- 
sorship fora full season of Formula 2. 

With a 1973 Formula 3 driver doing For- 
mula I this year, and causing a few heads to 
turn, what will be the reaction to a Formula 
Ford driver turning to the European circuits 
of Formula 2? Don has his own views: “What 
Is important about driving is racing experi- 
ence. I don't wholly believe in. this business 
of having to drive in FF and F3 and F2 in 
order to reach Fl. Your ability doesn't have 
to be developed in such precise stages be- 
cause basically you either have it or you 
don’t. The limiting factor of one's ability is 
how one is able to cope with speed.” 

It's not surprising to learn that MacLeod 
was born under the sign of Cancer, because 
his path through motor racing up until now 
has been one of determination, Like so many 
drivers, /his Interest in motor racing began 
‘at school and at the age of 17 went along to 
see David Murray of Ecurie Ecosse in Edin- 
burgh where Don was educated. “Obviousl 
1 wasn't going to be taken into the organ 
tion, but he sent _me to the Scottish Motor 
Traders Association.” Don was determined 
not be become a mechanic because he didn't 
reckon mechanics made good racing drivers; 
however he became an apprentice salesman 
gaining all round experience in an Austin 
distributorship for five years. 

It was during those five years that Mac- 
Leod started to go to the two motor racing 
Schools in the South of England, MRS and 
Jim Russell. However, in 1969 he bought a 
Dulon LD4C kit “after realising that racin 
Schools would not make me a budding wor! 
champion.” The Dulon was put together dur- 
the winter of ’69/'70 and took to the tracks 
in March 1970, Despite what Don calls “a 
waste of time,” racing in the North netted 
him wins in four minor races at Ingliston 
and the North of England circuits with a 
home-prepared engine, although he also says 
the engine itself was not much good. 

With that in mind, the Dulon was exten. 
sively tweaked by Don to his specification, and 
with sponsorship from Mackinley's whisky 
and a BRM engine, he set out on the 
Southern trail of BOC races. Don says of 
the season that he learnt a lot, but the 
racing was ruined by the engine in the early 
part of the season when it simply didn’t have 
the steam. After a rebuild by Scholar, which 
restored the guts to a decent operational 
efficiency, they discovered the car to be lack- 
ing in both straight line speed and braking 
capability. There was precisely one success 
throughout the entire season at Oulton, and 
it was there that Don first really established 
himself with a pole position in the final BOC 
round on the GP circuit. However, under pres- 
sure from Tony Brise alongside, he spun 
off at Cascades on the first lap! 

‘Throughout 1971 he had been working on 
a freelance basis in the motor <rade, 
‘and this continued in 1972 allowing 
Don to do quite a lot of commuting from 


Edinburgh to Norfolk, for that is where his 
‘car for that season was being prepared. Don 
bought the ex-Dave Walker F3 Lotus 59 which 
was converted to a Lotus 69 under the 
guidance of Ralph Firman who had indeed 
tended the car when it was raced by Walker 
in 1969, 

Heavily in debt from his new venture, but 
with a decent engine bought’ by a. friend 
who had lent material help, Peter Graham, 
Don went about the BOC championship once 
more as well as the Scottish championship. 
He won three races in the latter, running equal 
to Jay Pollock and finally sharing the cham- 
pionship, while he netted two wins in the BOC 
championship. Around the same time in 
August of 1972, at about the same time 
moving South’ to work for BMW. in 
Chiswick as a zone manager, Ralph Fi 
man first mooted the Van Diemen plans for 
1973 that finally allowed him to win the BOC 
championship and came second in the STP 
series. 

However, Donald was never entirely keen 
on the idea of racing an entirely new car in 
what was to be his fourth and hopefully last 
season in Formula Ford. Initially he ordered 
a Hawke DL1O which had done so well in 
the hands of Syd Fox towards the end of the 
1972 season. Fortunately (for the DLO 
enjoyed little further success), the Hawke 
wasn't ready on delivery day and Don can- 
celled the order, determined to have a car 
that was well sorted by the beginning of the 
first race of the season. For this reason he 
bought a five-year-old Merlyn Mk i which 
took him to six wins and an excellent lead in 
the BOC series before the Van Diemen was 
finally finished in June and promptly went out 
and won its first race, a BOC heat. As is well 
known, Don took a further nine wins, the 
BOC championship and just to set the seal 
on it, won the Formula Festival after Derek 
Lawrence had been disqualified. 

The year also saw Don drive something 
other than a Formula Ford for the first time 
in his racing career. Working for BMW and 


races in 
3.0 Si Group One car; “ 
but couldn’ take it 
the way to go for 

Ys more to lose than to gain. 

‘not a good move for a single 
‘seater driver to be beaten and shown up not 
to be as good as the Group One drivers. 
However, it was good publicity.” 

Don remembers three races last year as 
being of particular significance. The first 
was again on the Grand Prix circult at Brands 
where he won despite tremendous pressure 
from the rest of the field and driving the 
Merlyn. The other two were at Silverstone, 
once beating Lawrence in the wet, the last 
time Lawrence used his Rowland engine in 
the Dulon. The other was at the TT meet- 
ing. winning with an underpowered car against 
the healthy ones of Murphy, Wentz and 
Hawkins. Ralph Firman was particularly im- 
pressed at the way Don seemed to know what 


he wanted in setting the car up and this, to 
gether with what Don describes asthe 
best’ engine tuner in Formula Ford, 
Scholar, helped contribute to his successes 
Don doesn't lose his cool when driving, being 
a thinker rather than an immediate hard 
charger. The fact that he has only had one 
serious prang during the four seasons he has 
been racing (in the Merlyn this year) apart 
from what he describes as “four brushes with 
Armco,” bears this out 

Becoming BOC champion has meant that 
Don is immediately thrown into the upper 
echelons of the sport, the formulae which 
cost money and which’ lead towards the top. 
For many drivers, this step can't be taken 
without some form of financial assistance or 
a works drive, and the switch from FF to F3, 
Formula Atlantic or F2 is one that must be 
seriously considered in the form of successes 
Zained and the chances of attracting spon- 
Sorship. Don believes there are two elements 
in climbing to the top if one is to attract 
the right drives: “One must_make progres 
through the formulae quickly, because the 
longer one is in one formula, the harder it 
Is to get out. However, on the driver sid 
‘one must make progress, but not too much too 
Quickly.” 

Don has considered the prospect of a move 
carefully: “Many drivers have shone in FF 
and perhaps F3, but their light has dimmed 
as they progressed to faster cars, This Is to 
say that success in a lower formula doesn't 


guarantee success in the next one. So going 

from FF to F2 and failing wouldn't nece 

sarily be altered by progressing through F3, 
racing 


provided of course that sufficient 
experience was there in the first place. 
there's the prospect of let 
set of circuits during ot 
of which be will hav 
Thruxton, should he do the F2 
doesn't worry him: "Good drivers hi 
been able to learn circuits quickly. 

‘With these thoughts in mind, Don is cur- 
rently on the long hard road of sponsorship 
hunting, giving up his job for this important 
step in his career. He's already done a cet 
tain amount of homework on chassis avail 
able but should all current negotiations come 
to nought, he will almost certainly do AUan- 
tie at least 

‘There are two prerequisites in Don's atti- 
tude to racing, with one “out” clause. The 
first is to get into Fi in as short a time ai 
possible. Then there's the patriotic part abou 
following other successful Scotsmen in the 
sport, but if he shouldn't make the progress 
he expects of himself, he's quite reilistic in 
saying that he'll get ‘out and do something 
else. He admits that the F2 move is paril- 
ally because "I'd rather find out sooner than 
later whether I'm going to make it and I don't 
think this is going to be altered by spending 
a year or two in F3." Determined words, from 
a determined driver who showed his’ form 
nationally in 1973, and intends to make his 
‘mark internationally in 1974, 


BOB CONSTANDUROS 


Don MacLeod’s successful 1973 Formula Ford season started with this five-year-old Merlyn 
Mk I with which he gained six of his 15 FF wins and contributed to his Grovewood award. 
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Special stage 


USSR bans W- 


Russia has banned the UDT 
World Cup Rally from driving 
through its territory. The TASS 
News Agency has confirmed the 
decision though no official reason 
has been given. It is thought that 
the Soviet Union regards can- 
celling the rally authorisation as 
Suitable retaliation for not being 


Cup Rally 


in the World Cup football finals 
after refusing to play in Chile. 
The rally will be re-routed and 
competitive sections are planned 
in Turkey. It is planned to travel 
through Greece ‘and Yugoslavia 
and competitors may benefit as 
this will involve less expense and 
documentation. 


The RAC and rallying future 


Last Thursday, the RAC held a 
Sort of press talk-in at Pall Mall 
Chaired’ by Phil Drackett, its 
stated function was to bring 
together the specialist press and 
the race committee to discuss the 
plans formulated by thar com- 
mittee for the continuance of 
motor sport in Britain in 1974. 
Rather a wider range of journal 
Ists attended than was initially 
conceived—several confessed 
openly to gatecrashing—and 
most of the talk centred around 
rallying and what the RAC had 

had not—done about 


all the 
Initiative for this proposed 20 
per cent cut in race meetings and 
speed events had come from the 
race committee but that the 
rallies committee had not been 
convened since the petrol crisis 

sn. It was clarified that rallies 
are not part of the proposed deal 
because they are the subject of 
Jegal authorisation by the govern- 
ment themselves and the RAC 
Belgrave Square 


the rallies committee could 
sorted out 
ter—cut in the num: 
ber of rallies in order to get the 
sport started, but Dean. Del 
mont, for the Motor Sport Divi- 
sion, said that this was a matter 
of politics and it had been di 
cided that the best thing for 
rallying was to lay low for the 
time being, as rallying on the 
Jess acceptable 
on private 
ly 
hat it was conceivable that this 
was a wrong decision but it was 
the one that had been made. 
‘There was some heavy criti- 
clsm by the pressmen for the 
fact that since the crisis started, 
there had been no press commu- 
nication from the RAC. telling 
what they were doing until this 
Felease was phoned out to the 
motoring press on January 11. 
‘The gulf separating the deitbera- 
tions of Belgrave Square and the 
press department at Pall Mall 
Was held to be responsible and 
the pressmen asked for an inde- 
pendent person at Belgrave 
Square with press/public rel 
tions responsibilities. In a similar 
fashion, the question was raised 
that the licence holders knew 
nothing of what was being di 
cided on their behalf and it was 
Suggested that the RAC Motor 
Sport Bulletin be re-started and 
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ssued more regularly. 

‘The public image of the RAC 
did not ‘come out of the meeting 
terribly well and as far as rally: 
ists were concerned, it was very 
bad that there was no positive 
Information to pass on to those 
concerned in participating in the 

direct questions to 

r the end of the 
meeting, the RAC were unable 
‘anything constructive 

that was about to happen regard 
Ing the future of rallying. All one 


ment added that rallies using the 
public highway were in a special 
category as they already came 
under direct government control 
They will be the subject of 
Separate approaches to the gov- 
ernment.” 
© With the name of the BTRDA 
being printed towards the end 
of the RAC Motor Sport. Divi- 
yn's’ Green Paper, it would 
appear as if the BTRDA hi 
Tent wholehearted support to all 
the proposals Msted in it. At a 
meeting of the press and several 
members of its rally committer 
Inst week in London, the BTRDA 
made it clear that, while there 
are some points in the Green 
Paper that it would endorse, 
there are far more that it feels 
fare not constructive and which 
cannot support 


In particular, the BTRDA feels 
thay it has been upstaged by the 
RAC Motor Sport Division, in 
that last June it prepared. its 
own consultative document on 
what it thought should happen 
to rallying in this country and 
presented it to the RAC. It is 
this document that is mentioned 
in the Green Paper. However, the 
BTRDA feel thay whereas” the 
Green Paper seeks to have road 
rallying in its present form done 
away with, the BTRDA believe 
that if road rallying is properly 
controlled and re-structured (less 
events bur better organised) then 
it has a strong future and 
should be allowed to continue. 
After all, it is the base from 
which all other branches of 
rallying spring and few of the 
top. rally drivers of today can 
claim. that they started their 
career on stage events. In any 
‘ease, there are many thousands 
of people who compete in road 
rallies and look mo farther for 
their sport and entertainment, so 
it is unreasonable to deny them 
the freedom that society gives 
to other amateur sportsmen. 


BTRDA plans public meetings 


The BIRDA’s rallies commit- 
tee had a meeting just 72 hours 
after the publication of the 
RAC’s Green Paper which shows 
an alacrity to deal with prob- 
lems that is lacking elsewhere. 
They feel that the omissions in 
the Green Paper cover such 
points as a closed season, en- 
forced public relations visits, 
greater ‘access to public land, 
time span of events, licensing of 
organisers on a proper basis and 
a revision to the scheduled list 
of events. The BTRDA hopes to 
have further meetings in the 
future and to be able to help 
the RAC come to some final con- 
clusions on legislation ¢o improve 
rallying and rid it of its worst 
aspects 

‘One thing the BTRDA is plan- 
ning to do in the immediate 
future Is to organise four major 
public meetings during the next 
three weeks. The venues for 
these have not yet been fixed 


but there will be one in Sheffiel 
one in the Birmingham area, one 
im Bristol and one in London, 
There will be films on raliying— 
to remind us what It used to be 
ike—but most important, there 
will be an opportunity t voice 
your opinion to she BTRDA 
members who will be there in 
order to try to get backing for 
the Ideas the BTRDA already 
has, or to give them some new 
ones, Naturally the BTRDA are 
hoping that it will encours 
rallymen to join the Association 
and by giving it support, be 
better represented 

‘After all, there are 
nationwide _ clubs _ representing 
racing—BRSCC, BARC and 
BRDC—which “wield a lot of 
power for their side of the sport 
and the BTRDA feels that there 
isa similar need for a supra- 
ational rally club, Full details 
Of these meetings will be in this 
column next week. 


Chris Sclater for 
Arctic Datsun? 


Chris Sclater is tikely to take 
over the Datsun 1200 Sunny entry 
on the Marlboro Arctic Rally. 

Mehta, originally to drive 
; telephoned our Midlands 
correspondent last week from 
Bombay saying he would not be 
able to drive on the rally. Selater 
has personal sponsorship from 
Marlboro who are the rally spon- 


© Competitors, stimulated into 
action by a recently added top 
prize on the Ford: Rallye Sport 
Club's "National Indoor Rally 
Championship, took the final 
entry figures to 476 RAC affiliated 
motor clubs, repres are 
markable 15,142, individual com 
petitors. Commenting on the mas- 
sive response to the series Club 
Secretary Charles Reynolds said, 
“we expected a lot of enthusiasts 
would want something to keep 
them occupied while thelr sport 
was banned by the RAC, owing 
to the fuel crisis... but we were 
delighted that so many people 
entered.” Mr Reynolds added, “I 
think that putting in 

to Finland to the top navi 
is what finally took the 
entry over the 19,000 mark, 


TAP —hopes of 
a go-ahead 


With the firs: round of the 
World Rally Championship, the 
Swedish Rally due to be held on 
February 14/16, definitely can- 
celled, all eyes and hopes have 
turned to the TAP Rally. Cesar 
Torres and the rest of the organ- 

ing team are doing their utmost 


tion to.fun the rally, 
Portugal there are still problems 
with petrol supplies. A’ decision 
Is expected almost any day and 
with the worldwide situation im- 
proving daily, it may well be a 
favourable one, 

© With full sponsorship suppor 
Ing the project, Mike Hill is to re. 
turn to rallying this season with 
Rob Lyall as co-driver. Hill, well- 
known for his rallycross exploits 
and his good performances in 
rallies driving Lancias, will be 
competing in the Castrol/Auto- 
Srorr Special Stage Rally 
Championship with a Gl VW 
Passat TS Coupe and the project 
will be sponsored by the Fork 
Lift Truck division of the Yale 
Eaton Group. Hill is very enthusi- 
astic about the car and its capa. 
bilities in rally conditions, 


Chris Beddow wins Egg Awards series 


Twenty seven year old Walton 
motor engineer Chris Beddow 
has won the Egg Rally Awards 
series and with it a Hillman 
Avenger which he will collect at 
the prize presentation in Coventry 
next month. 

Campaigning his Cooper $ 
Beddow scored 635 points from 
his best eight results well ahead 
of John Payne-Benstead from 
Wallington, Surrey, who scored 
543 points in his Mexico. Payne- 
Benstead will receive a Hillman 
Imp and a similar car will go to 
Roger England from Shrewsbury 


winner of the navigator's section. 
totalled 486 points in 
py with John Jones from 
Oswestry, using an RS 1600 and 
Jones finished third best driver. 
Second best navigator is Nigel 
Williams from  Presteigne with 
393 points with Andrew Harrison, 
from Widnes, Lancs, third only 
11_points behind. 
‘Top lady navigator—there were 
lady drivers entered—is 
Malpass from Swinton, 
Lancs, with 250 points, four 
ahead of Mrs Brenda Harrison 
from Lymm, Cheshire, 
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Barry Treacy (right) peruses the Wolfrace stock with manager R 


Dew 


Days of expansion for 
Wolfrace wheels in Bedford 


The name_of Woolferace will be known to 
most of Tune-in’s readers, for we covered 
the activities of John Woolfe Racing a couple 
‘of months ago. However, we only scantily 
Covered. the activities of Woolferace wheels, 
equally well known as the other company 
fand quite a lot has happened on the wheel 
ide since that last article, For a kick off 
Woolferace are now Wolfrace, if you get my 
meaning. Secondly, they are no longer in 


London, but beside thelr part shareholders 
John Woolfe Rating in Bedford, who have 


lalso. changed their name and are now 
Wolfrace Racing Equipment, and thirdly, 
they are about to add five new wheels to 
the range which will probably see their role 
in competition change considerably. 


The wheel market is perhaps a strange 
business. There are basic wheels in steel or 
jay, they have safety qualities which others 
n't have. They have pleasing designs, vary 
ing widths, varying strengths and various 


should Took 
cae 


uses, The marketing aspect of wheels allows 


Ne companies to hold massive stocks, and 
he waiting list for other companies’ wheels 
> be months long. Prices vary from company 


to company, and 1 know one gentleman who 
will decry almost any steel wheel, whatever 
ts manufacture, although admittedly, he's in 
the ‘aluminium ‘business. 


Wolfrace are at the peak of the business. 
In some cases, they buy their wheels from 
their three different suppliers at more than 
a customer of another firm would have to 
pay retail. They have a design that has been 
vie copied by two. different manu: 
Tacturers, and. have thousands of pounds 
permanently tied up in stock. They aren't 
tied to any agents in this country, and yet 
they only employ four people currently. They 
market one design, export throughout the 
world and hope to enjoy a prospected turn 
ver, of -40,000-50,000 wheels in 1974, with 
wheels fitting more cars than many manufac 


Left, the wheel Barry subjected to 10 mites on a flat tyre with a one-ton load. Right. how it 
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turers have dreamed of. 


‘The man behind the whole operation is an 
enthusiastic ‘Irishman called Barry Treacy, 
known to many a hot rodder as Mr T for 
his fabulous Model T Ford (complete with 

litre Chev), and his hot Ford Pop (powered 
by a mere 5 litres). In fact it was his Model T, 
the original one, not that which has replaced 
it, that led him into the wheel business 
Ironically, it was potatoes that the Norfolk 
farmer Treacy was selling while he was busy 
with the Model T, and he ran into problems 
with wheels, Ultimately ‘he found some 
‘American ones which took his fancy, and was 
surprised to learn that they were manu- 
factured in Rochester, Kent, by Kent Alloys, 
a division of GKN. The wheels looked good, 
the manufacture looked good, and a business 
proposition looked good, so Mr Treacy drafted 
an agreement that allowed him to market 
the wheels in this country and to pay the 
‘American company royalties for wheels sold 
Ultimately, the American company lost 
Interest altogether, and with the partners of 
John Woolfe Racing, David Riswick and 
Armold Burton, Barry bought up the dies, 
designs and rights to what are now Wolfrace 
wheels. 


That was in 1970. Since then the sales of 
Wolfrace wheels have grown steadily, and 
this growth, with new wheel sizes and 
increased turnover, recently led them from 
thelr North London home, where things were 
more thi tle over-crowded, to the Elms 
Industrial Estate just outside Bedford. They 
did the move themselves, and if any other 
Wheel manufacturers would like to know 
what's involved, it took 30 Journeys to move 
them ‘and. the '8,000-9,000 wheel stock that 
they hold, up to Bedford, Currently, Bedford 
Is thelr sole outlet, but they hope to move 
back Into London within the next couple of 
weeks with a retall outlet 


What makes the Wolfrace wheel so popu- 
lar, when it is practically the most expensive 
wheel, is of one design, and is of a sub 
stance which some people (mistakenly) are 
wary? First, the wheel is made to a high 
standard of finish. Once taken from the die, 
it is machined almost all over by hand to 
an accuracy of five thou. Then it is heat 
treated to give it the right properties, X-rayed 
and pressure tested, if the batches are of 
large quantities. Wheels may then be delivered 
from Kent Alloys, or, in future, any of the 
other two suppliers in either a polished state 
or not, and either drilled for the wheel nuts 
for not. If wheels are not drilled, Wolfrace 
hhave the equipment to do it themselves, 


Selling wheels, or rather a set, is not 
simply a matter of asking what size etc, and 
Shovelling them out through the door via 
the customer or BRS, Wolface have a vast 
chart of every different car which they can 
Supply, outlining what requirements regard- 
ing wheel size, wheel nut size (over 50 are 
held in stock permanently), and whether a 
spacer is required to clear the wheel from 
the brake caliper or any. other protruding 
metal within the wheel arch. Needless to 
say, there are the cowboys who want the 
Biggest and the best, and who try to fit 
umpteen inch wheels on their Humber Super 
Snipe or Ford Zodiac. Don't think that 
Wolfrace turn a blind eye and count the 
pennies; it isn’t true. Thankfully, they too 
have a ‘conscience, and if someone intends 
to do something stupid with their wheels, 
there's no end to the discouragement they 
may receive. After all, if their wheels are 
connected with a nasty happening, Wolfrace 
carry the can as much as the bloke who 
ordered them. A point that might save them 
is that a new line of five 13 in wheels is 
about to burst on the market, probably some 
time in March. Up till now, Wolfrace have 
kept to 14 and 15 inch diameter. wheels and 
this latest departure into 13 in of 6, 7 and 
5 in width will put them amongst the most 
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Rod Dew drills the wheel stud locating holes on a brand new wheel. 


competitive of rivals, as well as the big 
turnover market, At the same time, Wolfrace 
have the Idea of marketing a combination 
lock, combined with wheel nut. for when 
you're paying up to €30'a wheel, you want 
to keep them, and a lock (sa fairly sure way 

Apart from being a very attractive design, 
there are people who want to feel that this 
structure of wheel is safer than thelr own 
steel wheel which might have been supplied 
fas standard, Despite the design being known 
as & Mag Five Slot wheel, it must be noted 
that there's little relationship to the break 
Prone magnesium wheel apart from the name. 
Wolfrace wheels have never recelved a 
“secondhand” wheel with a chunk out of 
it, There's an expression amongst wheel men 
called “kerbing a wheel.” It doesn't need 
much explanation ; simply it means thumping 
&@ wheel into a kerb, which is normally the 
most solid thing it's ever going to encounter 
Mag wheels would probably be rendered very 
secondhand and in two pieces under such 
circumstances ; steel wheels tend to bend 
quite considerably, while aluminium wheels 
such as those provided by Wolfrace tend to 
merely bend a little. Barry Treacy inadver 
tently did a little testing himself during the 
company’s move from North London to. Bed 
ford. Coming off the motorway, he found 
himself with a flat tyre on his trailer, which 
also had a one-ton load. One ton is a fair 
Toad to raise skywards on a jack, s0 Barry 
continued the journey with his flat on a 
Wolfrace wheel which just happened to be 
fon the trailer. Ten miles later, on arrival at 
the Bedford Industrial Estate, the wheel 
hhadn’t touched tarmac, thanks to the tyre still 


being beaded, The wheel was undamaged, the 
tyre torn to shreds, and there's no. rumour 
that he's forsaken ‘tyres altogether on his 
Escort Estate! On the question of porosity 
the company have a firm policy that any 
such “wheel Is taken back without question 
which no one can dispute 

One of Barry Treacy's aims is to get his 
wheel adopted elther as standard or at least 
on jon list of a major manufacturer. 
Barry says he's sold wheels to almost all 
the motor manufacturers in this country, and 
white Wolfrace wheels were adopted as an 
option for TVR, Barry's currently trying BMW 
to adopt the wheels in their Blue Ribbon 
list. For the knock-on market, Wolfrace can 
arrange an“ inner spline for use with Aston 
Martins, MGs, and ACs only. The latest 
wheels come in three sizes of 13 in diameter 
as already mentioned, with widths of 6 in 
Tin, and 8 In, another new model being the 
45 in diameter with 10 in width, 

Barry sees his past work as being building 
platform for the arrangement that is now 
in operation. With the latest models, the 
number of wheels marketed will rise close to 
the 20 range that he foresaw in the past. Once 
this is reached, then Wolfrace may be seen 
to introduce a new range for which plans 
are already on the stocks. Barry's enthusiasm 
will surely carry Wolfrace wheels to greater 
things in the future, and already he looks 
forward to this year as being the beginning 
of the great things to come. The hopeful 
entry of Wolfrace heels. into rallying will 
show road customers what they can do with 
wheels, and the target sales figure of 45,000 
could well be attained and more 


New seats for 
E-types from Restall 


Restall Brothers Ltd, the Birmingham-based 
seating specialists have introduced to their 
already wide range of products a new car 
seat to be known as the Monaco. The 
Monaco is a luxury reclining seat finished in 
black ambla with nylon facings. A wide 
range of subframes are available to suit most 
cars, and there are sockets for head 
estrainers which cost a further £4.30. Price 
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of the seats themselves is £30. 
Restall_ have also adapted their Auto. 
strada 738 seat specially to suit the 42 
Jaguar E. As a seat, the Autostrada is parti 
cularly suitable for rallying and long distance 
motoring. It has strong tubular framework, 
lateral supports and a fully reclining back 
incorporating a Lumbar pad and sockets to 
Restall head restraints which are extra 


These seats are available in pairs only for 
the E-type and are trimmed in black Ambla 
with nylcn facings at a price of €80 the pair. 
Black sheepskin trim is an optional extra. 


Metso’s new box 


Following the success of the types 34 A 
and B Metso transmissions, the London NW1 
based gearbox manufacturers have Introduced 
aC type. It is @ logical development af che 
former two types of transmission, but the 
most obvious difference is the “straight on” 
method of mounting the inboard disc brake 
caliper adaptors which allows the quick and 
easy removal of a brake caliper without the 
need to remove driveshaft or disc. The 
calipers are inclined at 22) degrees which 
allows the gear change rod to run forward 
almost straight between the sideplate and 
disc. ‘The straighter the gear linkage, the 
better the gear change. 

‘Other changes include the supporting of the 
91 in diameter discs on two deep groove ball 
bearings. The rear bearing housing is now 
machined on a numerically controlled jig 
boring machine to three cimes the accuracy 
of a normal road eransmission. The type 34 C 
transmission complete with Ford engine 
adaptor, quilishaft_ and clutch operating 
mechanism for Cortina 2 clutch, excluding 
brake adaptors or brake parts costs £285. 

Metso have also appointed agents in New 
Zealand and Canada: Competition Develop- 
ments (NZ) Lid, PO Box 251, Blenheim in 
New Zealand and The Ancan Group Ltd, 
10120-103 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta in 
Canada. 


Clutch distributors 


Schofield and Brown Ltd of Newhaven, 
Sussex, have announced a recently completed 
deal between them and Fichtel and Sachs 
AG, the largest supplier of OE chitch com- 
ponents for the German Automotiv industry. 
This gives British garages the availability 
from One source of clutch components for 
every leading Continental vehicle on Britain's 

Scobro already distribute the clutch com- 
ponents of the SMAT company of Grebenau 
and with the products of Fiohtel and Sachs 
also available fram them, Scobro now offer 
virtually all types of Continental clutch parts, 
thus obviating the need for the garage to 
“shop around.” 


American car 
refurbishers 


The idea of owning an elderly American car 
may well have been stemmed by the fuel 
risis, but an enterprising garage in Talbot 
Road, London, W11 have recently started in 
specialising in this type of machinery. Pearson 
Ware Motors is the brainchild of Roy Pearson 
and Charlie Ware, both very keen on the 
early “fifties and earlier model American cars, 
and their interest Jed to the formation of 
thelr own business, 

‘The company are principally interested in 
the restoration of the old cars to their former 
glory and their well equipped workshop will 
Stop at nothing to put cars back on the road 
in as. close to thelr original state as is 
desired. This service extends from bodywork, 
chassis work, engine rebuilding and "interior 
Secorating” on whatever year car one chooses 
to confront them with, 

‘On a purely maintenance basis, Pearson 
Ware Motors also offer ordinary servicing and 
car sales, specialising in later model sports 
cars such as Mustangs, Corvettes, Firebirds, 
Trans Am etc. The spare part business doesn’t 
seem <0 worry them in rebuilding for they 
carry a stock of parts as well as having 
Suppliers in the States, Examples of their 
handiwork are often on hand to give custo- 
mers some idea of their capabilities, 


“To the drag racer, the name of Gary Goggin is as well known as Frank Gardner is to the circult racers, 


Go—Go Camaro! 


An appreciation of Gary Goggin's Pro- 


Stock Chevrolet Camaro 


Although he finished second to Kevin 
Pilling in the STP Pro Stock championship 
this year, it would be fair to say that If he 
had attended the @rst two meetings, Gary 
Goggin would almost certainly have clinched 
the title. Although in fact the two cars 
were very close nearly all year, each 
improving bit by bit almost together, it was 
Goggin's car that ended up fastest by a 
couple of tenths, whilst even when he was 
running slower, he seemed to be able to pull 
all the stops out on the all-important runs, 
‘and towards the end of the year was almost 
Unbeatable, 

To the drag racer, the name of Goggin is 
as well known as Frank Gardner is to the 
circuit racers, and he has been successfully 
racing a selection of street cars for almost 
as long as drag racing has been going in 
this country. He started with a Shelby GT350 
that also saw a few hillclimbs and sprints 
But it was with the purchase of his now 
legendary Corvette that he started to make 
a-name for himself. Although initially raced 
in near stock trim, In 1971, he really started 
to dominate the Top Street division, running 
regular low 125" times with the car. 
Towards the end of that year, there took 
place one of the most famous drag races of 
all time, when Jack Pearce turned up with 

‘and qualified 
at 11.9, abead of Goggin’s Predictably 
these two made it to the final, and with the 
traditional drag/circuit rivalry at fever pitch, 
the two cars came down to the start to some 
of the loudest cheering ever. So eager were 
both drivers that they both red-lit, and came 
down again for a re-run. This was almost 
‘more than the crowd could stand, but this 
time, Gary judged the lights to perfection 
and ‘put a car's length over the Ford right 
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Jack apparently turned the Ford 
over 9,000 in the gears trying to catch up, 
and even had his door come open half way 
up. but the blue Corvette was there first by 
a whisker at 12.0/116 to a quicker 11.78/129 


But the writing was on the wall, 

imported his 
to give Gary some support on such occasions. 
and also of course to beat him. This he did 
slowly but surely, the Corvette got quicker 
and quicker with the addition of a Tarantula 


Goggin's Goodyears set up a smoke screen on a " 


Championship and a best time of 11.55, The 
previous year he had also turned a 187 top 
Speed at the Brighton speed trials in 22.25, 
& kilo record that still stands in the sports 
class. But Keith Harvie eventually stopped 
him at the last meeting of 1972. with an 
112s, and so the car had to go, overweight 
and uncompetitive with an independent rear 
end for really serious work. 

During the yearly trip to the States, Gary 
met Don Wolfson, a lawyer from Michigan, 
Who had run his car to an occasional 9.9, 
and regular tens, Gary liked the look of the 
car, and soon the deal was made, including 
Toads of spares, with a choice of engines. 

The Corvette had meanwhile been sold 
with a stock 396 motor, so, for a start, Gary 
had the well-proved single carb 427 to try 
the car out with, and this was to prove a 
valuable standby during the year. 

The first of the two engines that came with 
the car is a truck block built up by Ron 
Hutter, this having more deck height in the 
block to accommodate a longer stroke if this 
should be required. Most of the internals of 
all the Pro. Stocks are basically the same, 
the stock high performance Chevrolet parts 
being sufficient for most of them. The second 


bleach out.” 
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‘engine is a Wally Booth-built one of around 
439 cubic inches, with .100in longer than 
Stock rods. The rods are Chevrolet with 
7/Gin Boron rod bolts, and these “are 
generally torqued up using a micrometer to 
‘measure the bolt stretch rather than any set 
figure. The pistons are TRW, with some 
reworking done, and a compression ratio in 
the 13 to 1 range, though some of the 
‘modifications are not talked about. ‘The block 
is a four bolt mains Chev, biue- 

deburred, whilst, of course, the 
crank assembly is balanced and “ clearanced " 
aswell 

For some time now the cam to use in 
Pro Stock Camaro engines has been the 
General Kinetics 332B, and this is what Gary 
luses, installed at 108 degrees. However, 
during the year, the switch has been to 
various brands of roller lifter cams, which 
besides using less power to drive, enables the 
use of stronger valve springs without wiping 
lobes off the cam, a common failure of the 
regular flat tappet designs. Garry, in. fact 
found his GK cam had a couple of chipped 
lobes even before he had run his Booth 
motor this year, and had to wait some time 
for a replacement one with hard face 
overlay. 

Part of the reason for the failure is the 
weight of the valve train. The pushrods are 
a massive 7/16th diameter standard 
Chevrolet, whilst the equally large valves are 
also heavy with their 2.3in intake and 2 in 
exhausts. ‘The rockers are standard stamped 
steel Chevrolet, which have proved to be 
more reliable than two different brands of 
needle roller aluminium rockers. With the 
original super strong GK 3014 springs, the 
motor would go safely up to 9,000 rpm, but 
in the interests of cam life, softer General 
Kinetics 2010 springs are used, which limits 
the engine to around 8,500 before valve float 
Tappet clearance is held at 26 thou all round, 
and with this set-up the engine has proved 
to_be pretty reliable. 

The “heads themselves are Booth-worked 
aluminium open chamber ones, around 70 Ib 
lighter than the cast iron units and these 
fare carefully matched to the Edelbrock TRX2 
tunnel-ram intake manifold. On top of this 
are two Holley 60cm  “centre-squirter ” 
four barrels. These are not in fact "double 
pumpers” with two accelerator pumps, but 
have a single pump with four discharge tubes 
mounted in the centre of the four chokes, 
or barrels as they are known, They are 
mounted sideways on the manifold to 
facilitate easier jet changes, and are fed from 
4 long distribution tube which has a fuel 
pressure gauge feeding off the end. This is 
mounted in front of the windscreen, and 
Ideally shows around 7 psi across the Anish, 
Twin Carter electric pumps mounted under 
the tank feed through half inch line to a 
Holley filter and pressure regulator, although 
next year Gary may fit a cool-can to keep 
the fuel cold. This is quite simply a large 
ean with a coll of fuel line in it which is 
packed with dry ice, but In England this is 
not so necessary as it is in California, where 
high air temperature can be a problem 

Ignition is a Mallory MiniMag with 40 
degrees maximum advance, whilst the plugs 
are Champion NSY, and other points on the 
engine include a clutch fan and M/T ally 
rocker box covers which have Dzus fasteners 
with Posidriv heads screwed into the head 
for quick removal. The cam drive is by a 
stock nylon tooth/gear chain set-up, and 
although this has given no trouble it may 
get replaced with a roller chain or gear drive 
set_next year. 

‘The oil pump has been improved to reduce 
cavitation, but otherwise the olling system 
remains standard, whilst the bearings are 
TRW throughout, Finally, two and a quarter 
inch diameter Hooker headers with four inch 
collectors exit just under the front seats 

Inside the Hydro-formed Lakewood _bell- 
housing is a 501b flywheel with a Booth 
modified Borg and Beck-type clutch with 
around 3800 Ib spring pressure. A Hays Glass- 
lock disc is used, and the whole set-up has 
been very reliable, the only disadvantage 
being a tendency to cause failure of the crank 
thrust bearing when power shifting. 
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The box itself is an aluminium case 
Chrysler four speed. This has been “Pro- 
Shifted” by Doug Nash, and this basically 
involves removing the synchros altogether 
and making up new slider hubs to engage 
the gears. The original idea here was to 
remove every other tooth to enable faster 
engagement, but now these rings are made 
specially, and have only one tooth in three 
machined into them, and these are thicker 
and sironger than’ the. regular ones. The 
internal shifter detent has also been modified 
to ensure that the gear does in fact engage 


ful 
Shifting Is via a Mr Gasket vertical gate 
unit modified by the Balino Brothers. This 
has no H pattern to worry about, just push 
it forward into first, then back to second 
With this move the mechanism goes up to 
the upper gate, and then it is forward and 
back again for third and top, as near fool 
proof ‘as possible. A Roadrunner propshaft 
and Dana rear end are used, all these trans: 
mission components being stronger than the 
Chevrolet items. The axle carries Scheiffer 
gears with a ratio of 5.38 to 1, and the longer 
halfshaft has been cut down to the same 
length as the other one so that the shafts 
are interchangeable, and also to get the axle 
in under the narrower Camaro body. Discs 
by Strange engineering have been grafted on, 
whilst the wheels are 15 x 10 Cragar Super: 
Tricks. ‘These are. three-piece aluminium 
wheels with the two halves bolted to a solid 
centre, The width can be varied by bolting 
on different inner or outer halves. Tyres are 
14.50 Goodyears with a height of 31.5 Inches, 
bolted to the rims with pointed Allen screws 
tapped through the rims that screw into the 
ads. 
Suspension is by Loggie’ coll/shock units 
with a 75/25 action, with location by a Watts 
linkage and adjustable ladder type traction 
bars that pivot under the doors. The wheelie 
bar frame at the back has a valve spring at 
the top of each upright tube to absorb shock 
when the wheels touch the ground, though 
Gary hasn't got the car that far up as yet 
The front suspension is basically stock, 
though it has been lowered, and Koni shocks 
are used. Steering is by a rack and pinion 
from an NSU of unknown type, whilst the 
dises are again by Strange, and the wheels 
are 15 x 3 Cragars with Firestone funny car 


Worm’s eve view of the Camai 
—_— = 


type front high-speed tyres 

The bodywork has been extensively 
lightened, and stafts off with a one-piece 
fibreglass front end which has the stock Chev 
radiator bolted into it so that the whole lot 
comes off in a few minutes, whilst the hood 
and scoop are a separate item held on with 
Nascar pins. The boot lid is fibreglass, and 
covers the battery, and the bodyshell has 
been acid dipped t0 reduce the metal thick: 
ness, which makes the larger panels rather 
susceptible to denting if you lean on them 
too hard. The inner body panels have been 

immed or removed where possible, but a 
carpet keeps everything looking neat, and 
two Baja “off road” racing seats are fitted 
A fall roll cage serves to stiffen the car and 
Ue the front and rear sections together, whilst 
the dash and door trims etc are more or less 
stock, with rev counter, oil and water gauges 
mounted on the dash top 

Overall weight at present is around 
2900 Ibs, but Gary plans to reduce this over 
the winter, though he Isn't too sure exactly 
what's left to take off, Performance to date 
Includes a very commendable 11.0 $ with 
the single carb Corvette engine, 
from the truck block, and currently 
of the strip record’ with the Booth engine 
at 104 3 and 136 mph 

Next year he hopes to try the truck block 
again, as this should do a lot better than It 
has, whilst he still has to ft a different 
tunnel ram with 1150 cfm Holleys, which 
should give more top end, With various other 
modifications, he will be trying very hard to 
make a nine, though these last four-tenths 
will of course be the hardest, and it will 
probably be late in the year if he, or anyone 
else for that matter, does manage It, 

A lot of the initial preparation was done 
with the assistance of ‘rival and STP cham: 
pion Kevin Pilling, but the Page brothers 
flso help out from time to time, At the track. 
his wife Liz also lends a hand with the plug 
changing and generally helps to organise 
things, whilst it Is a pleasing feature of the 
current Pro Stock scene that all the drivers 
help each other out as much as possible in 
order to put on a good show for the specta- 
tors. This year the racing is likely to be 
even closer, but the chances are that Gary, 
a staunch supporter. of the genuine Pro 
Stocks, will still be the man to beat 


‘« rear, prior to blast off. Good luck worm! 
ee 
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Sports extra 


PROD CAR TRIAL 


Exciting finish 
‘A Bator ‘ook. crept. Seven ian haga 
tod sn Rovere proaneed em onshing od te 
the, West Sulfole MCe: prodnetlon far tia 
Nutt Farms Glemstord.” near: Seabury, ast 
Bondy, when. tne chub surected « fall/house 
find tied ‘qth’ Lourie, Knight's Bacere both 
ot seeing ont one minke ta Ges eed at 
Shs Iiveslloas whens Meise Srtcoet eer 
mas 

There was another tle in the FEFWD class 
where "Rick, Wildetdge.(Clitoen Dyane) ‘und 
John Pra, (Austin 800), both dropped "38 
etre, oon tere epee woeees be 
ee st 
perc Cane wissen, Gn 8A toms wee Same 
sotart tn: bis Cooper’ us notag as an 
Gontnriy.sovere soe ton’ spurts one’ euntiaont 
Set meer ints Seoley Stopeee s48 earns ts 
ev Spies. to win ty it mae. om F 
Willams (ldge). sith 'D, "Walden. (MGB) 
ard'om 148 mate. The hay of Gatley took 
Wine Vevers second in ia VW" on: 80 ‘naa 
R Ldngenats ts, bs tun ca Oh ote 


PROD CAR TRIAL 


Ladies to the fore 


Three lady competitors were among 
awards when Winchester & District \ 
thelr production car trial with a full entry of 
36 at Oakmoor House, Durley, near So 
‘ampton, last Sunday. Mrs Alwyn Jones t 
her Mini to victory in the specials class (the 
lass being for cars with knobblies), Mrs 
Janette Parkhurst was only three marks be- 
hind her in another Mini in her first com 
petition and the third lady, Mrs Claudia 
Fisher, was second in the conventional saloon 
class, 

‘Outright victory went to the Bognor Regis 
driver C, J. Denehan in a Fiat 600D who 
Sropped only 26 marks on the 10 sections 
while the lowest score of the day went to 
Graham Lindley who took the PEFWD class 
in a Mini with 18 marks lost. Lindle 
finished four marks ahead of John Young 
and seven ahead of Peter Marshall, the latter 

also in Minis. Peter Coates took his 
Marina to an 11 mark win in the 
ventional saloon olass dr 
Mrs Fisher's 51 with John Whittaker (Escort) 
third with 53 marks lost. 

The sports car class produced a win for 
the Morgan 4/4 of Paul Watton who dropped 
31 marks with Paul Skelton second on 36 
marks in his Midget. VWs took all the 
honours in the rear engined class with Alan 
Foster's 1300 ce variety dropping 32 marks 
Alan Jux, in a 1500 cc version, was second 
on 37 marks and Bob Halfacre, in another 
1300 cc machine, third on 39’ marks. Mrs 


class winning total was 45 marks 


Flather is president 


Denis Flather was elected president of the 
BTRDA at the AGM. which followed last 
Sunday's prize presentation luncheon at 
Solihull when nearly 300 members attended 
The AGM also voted -Alan Jolley, of the 
Kautsford club, onto the Association's council 
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BTRDA prize-giving 


— held in Solihull last Sunday 


A 
Go's 
me aT 


plonship. 


fron of the RAC 


Autocross champ 
Castrol and A. € 
Tye. 


in Terry Smith receives the 
Westwood Troph rs 


Cooper : BTRDA chairman. 


A Flather Trophy for w 
Motor Sport Division's depu 


a) 


Richard Miffe (right) winner of Rally 
Star and Esso Unifio trophies, 
driver and brother, Stuart. 


Derek Smith: BTRDA secretary 
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Sports extra 
BARC’s new 
sprint series 


The BARC have announced a new Sprint 
Championship, in which seven qualifying 
events have ‘been arranged although it is 
hoped to include other events as the season 
progresses, A trophy end £75 goes to the 
Winner and the winner in each category earns 
€20 and a trophy and points are awarded on 
8 6-5-4-3-2-1 basis in each of the categories, 
which are for production saloons, special 
saloons, production sports, mod sports and 
sports racing cars. Each’ class Is further 
divided into cubic capacity classes 

‘The following meetings have already been 
arranged: March 17, Blackbushe; March 23, 
Greenham Common; April 6, Oulton Park 
June 30, Curborough; August’ 4, Blackbushe 
October’ 13, Bl 26, 
Greenham Common. Com 
members of the BARC, 
HQ and carry a BARC decal to obtain points 
‘and prize money. 

‘As already announced in these pages, the 
Castrol/BARC Hillclimb Championship " will 
be continuing as usual in 1974 under the 
wltra-efficient helm of BARC Yorkshire 
centre's Mike Wilson. The Castrol/BARC BTD 
‘award will be continued too, after being in 
troduced in 1973, and the list of qualifying 
rounds is as follows 


March 31, Prescott; April 14, Harewood: 
‘April 21, Wiscombe; April 28, Pontypool; May 
12, Gursion Down: June 16, Loton Park; June 
30, Scammonden; July 21, Gurston Down, 


‘August 4, Harewood; August 25, Cadwell Park 
September 8, Loton; September 15, Pontypool 
fand September 29, Harewood 


Changes to 
club formulae 


Following the successful introduction of the 
1300 ce Ford pushrod engine to Formula 1200 
in 1973 the name of the formula was changed 
from January to Formula 1300, The regula. 
tions for F1300 in 1974 will be available in 
the January edition of the 750 MC Bulletin. 

‘The 1974 championship will once more be 
sponsored by BP and entitled the Super Visco 
Formula 1300 National Championship. There 
will be approximately 20 rounds with the 
first at Lydden on Good Friday, April 12. All 
competing cars will be required to wear 
championship decals and the sponsorship 
monies will be used to reduce race entry fees 

‘Also announced last week by the 750MC 
was that Rellant would once more sponsor 
the 750 championship. There will be approxi. 
mately 20 rounds in the championship which 
will also start at Lydden on Good Friday 

The 1974 Reliant 750 Formula National 
Championship will see the introduction of the 
Reliant 750 cc ohv engine with a 22 mm car- 
Duretter restrictor. This engine will race 
alongside the current 642 cc engine whose res- 
trictor will be increased to 28 mm and the 
750 cc Reliant side valve engine with no 
restrictions. 

Ex-750 Formula champion Brian Clayton 
has presented a trophy to be awarded for the 
best performance in the championship with 
an engine different to that of the champion: 
ship winner. 


© With rallying in its present state Will 
Sparrow, it Is rumoured, is working on a 
scheme to shoehorn a Rover V8 engine intc 
a Firenza, It's not a rally exercise but purely 
@ road car. 
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January 12, the Ford GT40 Owner's Club got together to pre new 


annual award, the Paul Hawkins Memorial Trophy. Donated to the winner of the club's own 
seven round championship, it was won this year by Anthony Hutton with his Mirage. The 
picture shows John Wyer (left), who accepted the position of honorary president of the club, 


presenting the trophy to Anthony Hutton. The presentation was held aboard the Evening News 


Showboat and was the 


rest gathering of owners 40 far 


Jaguar victory 


Birmingham jeweller Tony Green scored BTD 
‘at last Sunday's MG CC (Midlands Centre) Red 
Horse Competition at Long Marston, Warwick: 
shire, The event was reduced from rally status 
to an autotest and 28 competitors completed 
the five tests on one of the tarmac runways 
of the former airfield. Green in his V12 E-Type 
completed the tests in 613.3 s well ahead of 
the field. an Greenhalgh (Fiat 124) took the 
honours in the combined classes one and tw 
but the MGBs of Clifford Payne and Richard 
Budd finished just over four seconds apart in 
the car class. The MG TC of Chris 
Ravenhall won the Triple Register section and 
the MGA Registered class saw an easy win 
patrick Lees 


Webb wins at 
Fort Dunlop 


Ray Webb scored an easy win with his Sprite 
at the first autotest meeting of the year in 
the Midlands last Saturday run by the Dunlop 
MC. On the IZ tests run at Fort Dunlop 
he totalled 443.0 s, some 18 seconds ahead ot 
the field of 19 competitors 

Mike Sones, in his Mini had an 11 s advan. 
tage over Peter Gladstone (Mini) in class one 
finishing with 472.0 s. In class two—for larger 


engined Minis—Dave Murray scored an 
exciting 1.8 s victory over Mike Styles. Murray 
finished on 461.0 s having led throughout the 


day. Clive Hampson (Escort 1300) was an 
easy winner of the combined classes three and 
four and Peter Withers, more famed as an 
autocross exponent, won class five in his 


Special’s Mudlark 


Using two sites near Newquay for their 
Mudlark production car trial last Sunday, 
Newquay MC attracted 29 entries for the 
event which included 10 sections plus a time 
test in case of ties, Driving a Special, Ian 
Bolton was an easy overall winner dropping 
aly four marks. 

The first of two classes for rear-engined 
cars — the one for competitors using 
standard tyres — went to Terry Jago's Imp 
who dropped 30 marks, handsomely better 
than Richard Uren (Imp) who was in second 
place on $3 marks and only three up on 
David Crabb, also in an Imp. Ironically those 
with “grip” tyres fared badly for Robert 
Williams dropped 50. marks in winning the 
class in his Imp with Jim Wright in his VW, 
way behind on 82 marks, 

Best of the conventional saloons, allowed 
to use grip tyres, was David Taylor in his 
Popular who walked away with the class on 
37 marks, with David Jones (Anglia) on 64 
marks unable to contest the lead at any 
stage and Roger Brickell (Anglia van) was 
third on 73 marks. Of the five Specials, three 
retired leaving Miss Gilllan Stevens to take 
the class in a Special on 36 marks. 


@ The Thames Estuary Automobile Club will 
be running the first Rallycross of the 1974 se 
son at their home circuit, Lydden, on Sunday 
3rd February. In order’ to meet the RAC 
request to cut down events by 20%, runs will 
be confined to two per driver instead of the 
usual three, with the fastest eight drivers at 
the end of the two runs meeting in a two 
semi-final knockout race and the first and 
second from each semi-final meeting in the 
fina 

The meeting starts at 2.00 pm with practice 
from 12.30 pm 
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1973 ESCORT wexico. 


Back with gold coachline, black cloth 
Interior. ‘Custom Ww, map fight, 
RS ‘alloy foad ‘wheels, 


Cibie head! 
lbw profle tyres. 12,800 miles 


£1150 ono 
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SPORTS AND PERFORMANCE CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 44-47 * Racing and Competition Cars 48-53 .* Autosport Market Place 53-56 


1966 DAIMLER 
v8 250 


saloon. Metallic silver/grey. 
Excellent condition. 
£400. 
Phone Dave at 
‘Walton on Thames 21405 


D.! iB. MOTORS 


‘of Leicester 


ars both thd and thd. Full 


fare. Open 


MAIN DISTRIBUTORS 
TVR GINETTA 


3. GELDER AUTOMOBILES LTO \, 


Z28 CAMARO 


19,500 miles only, K regristration, 360 
bhp, never raced or rallied, auto, PAS, 
PB, radio, Webasto sunroof, metallic 
fern with black interior, immaculate 
condition, £1,695. 

Telephone: 01-778 3939. 


1969 LOTUS ELAN 


Blue with black trim 


£995 


1970 ALFA ROMEO 242 GT SPRINT. 
White with black trim. 1 owner. Low 
mileage 21195, 


1972 MG MIDGET 1275 GT. Red with 
black trim, 1 owner £795 


ALL CARS GUARANTEED FOR A YEAR 
TEL: 01-504 1971 


Watker conversion 


GILBERN INVADER Mk Ill 


Ssual “Giibern 
Gost new. today over £3000, Taxed unt 
‘re, ag 


agent 


Danbury 3574 (Essex) 


ATTENTION TO ALL ENTHUSIASTS 


For immediate de! 


(unreoo.) LANCIA FULVIA LUSSO 


1600 HF. Dark brown, black trim 


Swindon Road Service Station, 


at Chettennam 32 


MASERATI 
INDY 


1971 metallic blue, champagni 
interior. 5-speed gearbox. Air conditioning 
and refrigeration. Power steering J 
glass. Heated rear window. Sel 

Fadio and electric aerial 


£5,500 


Core Aids 
LOTUS and SAAB 0% ST aasinela su338 MAIDENHEAD 27523 
JANUARY SALE PONTIAC DAVIAN-BERESFORD 
Bose Le Mans Sports 380, 1970 model. MOTORS LTD. 
1271 Lots tian Sprit te] | xutomatic. Hil radio and stereo M 
caer (8 | | Rettgertion. Tmecolate, £1906 |Gan 
Price Now Phone Lydbrook 287. 
tora Datsun 3402" 10.000 mien” E1706 ENT BMW Area Dealers 
172 Seah "W9 Bive 2dr. 13.000 oes | | EX-SPARROW COOPER S are ATOUR nocd: ighe lin lke 
1972 Ford. Granade GXL wuio, 12.000 fim. 1 owner, 8000 miles. Full . 
Fee ares frre cme tron SE valigbie, “Pristine condition throughout 
197 Saab 99 4door, Ambe iam ema | | Sant, ie. Slow dead Win, Wowner. Ful history. “Bleupunct 
Bayes cee |= on, (250 rebuild with new clutch, crank, pistons. radio. Superb condition £2328! 
NORTHGATE, SLEAFORD. oe 2262 (wort), STORFORTH LANE 
‘elomons Ssh San ere ta. td CHESTERFIELD 


= aa] 


1972 Fecrgt_ ine 348" 
1969 Lotus “El 
1908 (Greg) Al 


ied.” tiectrie 


3967 MGB GT. 0/4, w/w. radio 


Alloys 
Romeo Spyder 1306.” fied 
2 'Sponts’ 8 

1570 Citroan 088%. Fuel ini 

3872 (Nov) Seimitar TE. 


Large stocks of Lotus and Scimitar parts. 
Service and repairs by works trained stall 


WHARF GARAGES 
STOKE-ON-TRENT 
Tel: 48361-47623 


ag08 23 


1 on 2! 
Pare 


COLV! LLLTD 


“to nner LOTUS@ 


STUART GRAHAM MOTORS 


Broomhall, 
Nantwich, Cheshire 


35 
od. india, Superb 
‘28 


1 361 sito, ere 
note in cooper ears 
rive, radio, Superb. White 

1080 


‘TINA 2000 GXL. + owner. Low mile 
hee teen Goss 
1970 CAMARO 228. Auto. Fabulous throughout 
4073 MGB ROADSTER Auto. Supe 1 owner 
tus, tent ee 
197 ESCORT MEXICO, immacvisie. 1 owes 
‘ius is 
1972 'SCiMITAR GTE. Ovedrive, 5 s 

Babler tan stein a | 

1972 AUSTIN 1900 Mic il. Superd througnaut | 
Test bow eri00 
ROADSTER, Tonneav, radio. Real 

cin ood 

ROADSTER. Overdrive. wires, ste 

iP Qosere throughout Yn Blase £4238 


‘a Sy jhe 


Sports and performance car specialists 


1973 PORSCHE CARRERA 


RS Touring. 11800 miles. Finished | ta 
Royal purple (Special paint). Black int. 
Fitted electric sunroof. Radio/tape player. 
Electric aerial, etc. 1 owner. immaculate 
condition, * £6950 


Tel: Lee Aspinall at 
01-654 8111 
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gerry marshall 


Wingfield Ltd 


856 Finchley Road, London NW1. 
Tel: 01-458 4204. 


by a, 4038 ann, 


TRIUMPH GT6 MARK II 


1970, green, HRW. Radio, stereo. 54 Cos- 
mic fitted G800 185/70. MRS, year’s Mot, 


taxed Feb. Many extras £760 ‘ono. 
Tel: Warmister 4000 ext 7325 (working 


hours), or contact S./FGT Buckley, 
Sargeants Mess, School of Infantry, War- 
minster (after hours). 


LONDON ROAD MOTORS 


offer CARS OF DISTINCTION 


1974 RANGE ROVER. Very rare in having 
powerstecring. Finished in Lincoln Green 
With beige “nylon trim. Works mile: 
age 23,495 


1973 BMW 520 injection saloons. Choice of 
blue Or red, fitted usual BMW extras. 
Approximate’ cost new today £4,000, our 
price £2,995 


1972 L_ROVER 3500S. Finished in almond 
‘with huntsman roof, Extras f:ted. Leacher 
Upholstery, PAS, front. seat head rest 
Radio, spare wheel carrier on boot, This 
performance car is offered a £1,095, 


1968 MERCEDES-BENZ 280SL. Pitted hard 


‘and 2 soft tops, auto, PAS, radio with 
electric aerial.” Full’ service histor 
Offered at £2,795 


1969 JENSEN INTERCEPTOR. White with 
red trim, fitted with all the usual refine: 
ments. "Plus radio/stereo,  Distingul 
E"Reg plate. Exceptional value at € 


ALAN DOUBLE 


Alan Foster's 73 Group One 
MARINA 1.8 COUPE. Now 
offered in full raceworthy condi- 
tion for '74 season, together with 
many spares. Unblemished car in 
every respect . £900 ono 


British Leyland showrooms 
Sau 


On view 


1972 LOTUS PLUS 25 130/5. Regency 
‘silver roof and Black trim, alloy. who 
HRW. ‘One owner car with recorde 
10,000 


1973 LOTUS EUROPA SPECIAL, JPS colour scheme 
with osimesl trim, S:speed gearbox, tinted 

joy wheels, radio, B.track stereo. 
Recorded mileage, 10,000 e380 


1973 DATSUN 2402. Green with black trim, Fitted 
‘with radio and stereo, 6.000 miles only ~ £2100 
1873 MGB GT. Tes! blue with ochre trim. O/d and 
‘Recorded mileage 8,000 

1800 


lack trim. Fitted 
|. radio and stor 
£1580 


May, 1973. 6000 miles only by one careful owner. 
Fitted all sensible extras, including overdrive, Turnlock 


radio, HRW, 


navy 


terior, cloth seats. Under 


manufacturer's warranty till May, 1974. £1500. 
Tel: Anne Insole, 01-636 3600, office hours. 
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1973 (Oct) BMW 30 CSL. 
Chamonix. 2000 miles. Pro- 
prietor's car £5950 

1973 FERRARI DINO 246 DTS 
Spyder. In metallic green. One 
private owner £4980 

1972 FERRARI DINO 246 COUPE. 
Yellow. One private owner 
from new v= £4300 

1971 FIAT_DINO 2400 COUPE. 
White. This is the Mk 2 
version with IRS and 2.4 litre 
engine. One private owner, 
plus proprietor, from new 

£2700 

1972 TOYOTA CELICA. In yellow. 
Private lady owner. Low 
mileage. Price £1750 

1971 MERCEDES 350 SL. In red. 
Immaculate order with auto 

£5450 

1971 (Nov) FIAT 1255. Deep 
brown nylon cloth interior. One 
owner from new. 2100 miles 

£890 

1971 MBG GT. In blaze. Two 

‘owners from new £1100 


PIMPERNE GARAGE, 
BLANDFORD, DORSET. 
Tel: 025-82 2358. 


D and A AUTOS 
(Kingsbury) 


8-10 Slough Lane, Kingsbury. NW9 
(off Church Lane) 


1971 AUDI 100LS. Auto. 8-track stereo 
radio, many more extras, Faultiess 
condition £1360 


1971 ROVER 2000 TC. Latest green, new 
tyres, immacutate condition. 1 owner. 
HAW, ‘rechning seats. Beige interior 

£1215 


1968 MGB GT. Festa yellow. Automanc 
At £650 
1970 MINI CLUBMAN Estate Glacier 
whine, black interior. Radio £575 


1966 ROVER 2000. Dark green. Nice con: 
dition. Stereo 6-track £495 
1969 MINI saloon de luxe. Black trim 
1000ce. Two owners. Excellent con. 
dition £400 
1969 MINI ESTATE. Reasonable condition 
for year £395 
Tel: 01-205 4296 
205 1136 
Also a regular supply of Bentley S1, $2. 


3, Available also, Rolls-Royces to order 
all at competitive. prices. 


sm SLOAN MARSHALL 
Qg GARAGES 
The SPORTSCAR special 


‘971 Reliant Scimitar GTE, Overdrive. Nevads 
Yellow. Radio/stereo. 28.000 ‘only 
Superb car Seks 


1008 MOR | Ronttr, Whe. Ousenging 


1973 BMW 2002. Silver. Alloy wheels ste 
3,000 miles ony eto 


1968 Triumph Spittire 


Costin Amigo, built 1971. 2-itm Hart. Over 
‘drive ‘ate iiss 
56-58 Barnes High Street, SW13 
Sales : 01-876 9245 
Works : 01-876 9131 


1970 JENSEN FF Mk 2 


White with matching green trim. 21,000 
miles. All usual extras, plus air condition: 
ing. Carin absolutely immaculate 


condition throughout. £3100 ono. 


DAVID HILL 
Tol: 01-588 2772 day 
01-850 9538 evening 


1972 (K) Jensen Interceptor 
Wl, “Metallic fern green. 
15,000 miles. Sundym and 
fridge, etc. Excellent con- 
dition throughout ... £4950 


1971 Jaguar XJ6 4.2 litre 
Manual with overdrive. In 
white, dark blue leather 
interior. Radio, HRW, etc. 1 
owner from new £1995 


1972 BMW 2002 Tii. Algarve 
green with fawn cloth 
upholstery. F it te d Philips 
stereo/radio cassette. 6 in 
wide mag alloy wheels, 
HRW. 19,000 miles £1595 


1955 Bentley S1. In regal red 
Good mechanical condition 
throughout £750 


Offers and exchanges con- 
sidered on any of the above 
vehicles and competitive hire 
purchase facilities available. 


CHRIS OATS LTD. 


Nottingham 294060 
247399 
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1969 MARCOS 3.ITRE. Lime ore 


CATERHAM CAR SALES 


SS 


——==e 


Tel: CATERHAM 46666. 


R. PRATT LTD 
262/270 High Street, Sutton, Surrey. 
if the A217 London to Brighton R 


1972 Daimler Sovereign XJ6 4.2. Black 
with black interior. Auto. PAS. Radio, 
Headrests. Refrigeration. Door mirrors. 
Fog lights. Electric windows. Sundym 
gloss. Chrome wheels. 16000 miles. 
Owned previously by a member of the 
Royal Family. us offers invited for 
immediate sale. 


1971 Triumph Stag. Red. Auto. PAS. 
Radio. Hard top/soft top. HRW. New 
‘engine fitted recently by factory cost- 
ing over £500. Reduced to £1985 or 
wil accept best offer over £1825 for 
Cash deal or HP with no part 
exchange. 


1973 Triumph TRG Mk II, In mimosa 
yellow with black interior. Overdrive. 
Wire wheels. Motorola. Radio. Chrome 
luggage cack. Wing mirrors. Air 
spoiler. Latest specication _ vehicle, 
One previous owner. Accept £1495 or 
£1395 for cash deal or HP with no 
part exchange 


1969 (G) Triumph GT6 Mk Il, White 
with Black interior. Magnesium alloy 
whools and other extras, Good value 
at only £695 


1967 Triumph TR4A IRS. White with 
red mask. Works hard top. Wire 
Wheels. Rado. Soft top. Must be seen 
to be fully ‘appreciated. Discernin 
buyer. Available for only £65! 


1970 (J) Mini 1275GT. Finished in 
aqua blue with black interior. HRW. 
28,000 miles only. £60 overhaul just 
completed by us, be quick as these 
are in big damand. Available for only 

£695 


1973 Granada 3000. Auto. Estate car. 
In Burgundy red with tan. interior. 
PAS. Radio. Fog lights Rear wiper and 
washer. HRW. Available immediately 
for only £2195 


01643 7557 


Oe ioe 


LPAAPPPLLLLLALLA LEAPED 


RACING AND COMPETITION CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 44-47 * Racing and Competition Cars 48-53 * Autosport Market Place 53-56 


TONY BRISE 1973 JOHN PLAYER F3 CHAMPION 
has the following equipment for sale 


1973 GRD F3 


Excollent condition. With Holbay engine £1825, or less engine 
£1300. 


ENGINES. 3 Holbay F3 Soreamers, complete with injection 
£850 ono. 


TRANSPORTER. 3-litre Transit Transporter. Takes all cars up 
to F2/Sports. 70 gallon tank, workbench, extensive storage 
compartments, radio. An excellent vehicle £1125 


TEL: TONY BRISE, SWANLEY 64819 evenings 


TERRAPIN V8 — £950 
a 


Hillclimb/sprint car, Rover engine, Hewland FG gearbox. 


Numerous successes and fantastic value 


John Buck, 83 Teall Court, Ossett. Yorks. Tel: 09243 70002 


ISAAC AGNEW LTD 


BMW 


offer for sale 


BMW 200271 Lightweight—These cars, which have been 
extensively developed in. Kelend for. rallying, wel 
$7 owt ‘luntaden) This "particular version is’ ftte 
Group it Alpina engine, five-speed gearbox, 4.37.1 
0, Bilstein rally ‘suspension ait round, Ventila 
fe Y Sump and. cif quord, ful 


Ml Alpina—This is a new unregi 
(1974 model) just driven from BMW Alpina in Ger 
Specification includes a 192 BHP (DIN) engine, 
Gearbox, rally suspension, ventilated disc brakes 
Seats, Sump guard, etc. 


BMW 2002Ti—Group 1 Rally—This car, registered in August 
1973, has completed 3,600 miles. Never used in special stage 
ralies. It has a standardised Ti engine, fiv 

437:1 oxie with LSO, rally springs, Bilstein (front) Koni 

shock absorbers, sump guard, lights, etc 


Contact: David Agnew at Belfast 667001 or 43933 


MIKE YOUNG offers his 


HAWKE D11 73 


This car is in immaculate condition and is ready to 
race. It has had one win, and is offered at £1750 
with a trailer. 


Tel : Charsfield 212 (Suffolk) 


‘ST’ LE MANS CUNNINGHAM 


Outright Watkins Glen winner. Driven by PHIL HILL. 
Personalised in Briggs Cunningham colours. 
Virginal example : 


5.3 V8 Chrysler. Scott carbs on Edlebrook manifolds. 
Hallibrand De dion diff. Le Mans box. An appreciating 
JCB car. 


INTERESTED ? 


LOOOCDIETISSY RED DEDDSDISOOOSS 


NEW! NEW! NEW! 


BEATTIE FORMULA FORD 


i 

Ro 

ay 4 Complete and ready for 74 

tO Scholar/Hewland also suitable for Atlantic. 
Sea 

in 

30 £1,120 

3 = GOODIES 

>o . P 

ZZ __Ex-Brian Ashwood twin cam engine. 

ZS _ Slightly tweaked twin cam engine. 

GO & Hosts of racing and STD Elan spares. 

| 5 Bendix pumps. 

oO New and secondhand racing tyres. Suit 


Modsports and F2. 
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DEALER TEAM 
VAUXHALL N.I. 


Offer for sale their racing 
VAUXHALL FIRENZA 


Built in 1973. Fitted with fibreglass panels throughout. 

Front and rear spoilers. C/R S/C box. 10in and 12in 

Minilites fitted with Goodyear slicks. In August fitted 

with a brand new Lotus Blydenstein 16 valve 2.2 engine 

which has completed only § races. The who'e car is fitt 

with all the latest 1973 parts, and holds two lap records 
(Bishops Court. Kirkistown) 


Trailer and spares included. Price by negotiation. 


JACKIE PATTERSON 
FORTFIELD MOTOR WORKS, GREEN ISLAND. 
CARRICKFERGUS, CO ANTRIM, 

N. IRELAND. 

Tek: Whiteabbey 3465 day 
Glengormiey 44167 evenings and weekends. 


BRABHAM BT36 


Alan Smith 1930 FVC, Hewland FT200 gearbox, set of 10in 

‘and 14in wheels with iatest Firestone slicks. Also set of 10in 

‘and ‘14in Wheels with Firestone wets. Spares include radius 

rods, uprights, injection pump, wheels, ratios, clutch, tyres, 

‘and rose joints. High speed two wheel trailer 

with large fockable compartment and wheel rack. Road car 
‘on in part exchange. 


£3,500 
Tel : 0224 24170 


If you are a rally specialist or 


have any rally equipment to 


sell why not give us a ring on 


01-636 3600 


FORMULA FORD 


HISTORIC SPORTS CARS 
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MARCH 


73B. As Atlantic ex Stan Mathews, only at 
the end of the season this car has had very 
little use, and is possibly the most compre- 
hensively equipped competitive secondhand 
March available. Spare wheels, tub, gears, 
etc, Aeroquipped lines and Konis etc. 

With or without 1973 Nicolson BDA. 

Just checked over. 


SURTEES 


TSII F5000. Rolling chassis complete with 
wets etc. Ex-van Lennep 72 Championship- 
winning car in excellent condition throughout 

£2250 


F5000 ENGINES 


Choice of two Chevrolet, one 72 Smith car- 
bureted model, checked and rebuilt, one 72 
Boltoff on ‘400’ block stripped for inspec- 
tion. Mackay Lucas fuel injection system to 
suit either of these engines. 


CHEVRON 


B23 with or without Allan Smith FVC. Slicks 
and wets. Excellent condition. 


TRANSPORTERS 


1973 (L) Marquess Ford Transit with 
benches, lockers, ramps, bunk, inch, etc. 
Available at a fraction of its cost last March. 

£1195 
1966 Transit Pick-up Custom made to carry 
almost any racing car; ramps, lockers, tyre 
rack, radio, etc. £395 


SPARES 


Lola T330 rear wing and bracket. Complete 
and brand new. £100 

McLaren M10B 15” x 16” rear wheel, drive 
shaft, two rear discs, oil cooler, springs, drive 
pulleys, bag tanks (side and top). Various 
oil pump and gaskets, bearing etc. Lotus 69 
right hand aluminium outer skin and seat 
panel. Two Varley green tops, March F2 front 
wings, rev counter, Willans safety harness, 
FT200 gear ratios, DG300 gear ratios. 


TYRES 


Selection of Slicks, Intermediates wet tyres 
from F3 to F5000. 

Offers and exchanges considered on any 
goods offered. Competitive HP facilities avail- 
able on all goods. 


CHRIS OATES LTD. 


Tel : Nottingham 294060 or 
Nottingham 247399 


= KEN BAILEY 


offers his successful 


Formul 
Atlantic March 


Ruguat, Fitted Falconer body 
Compiece 

by "AES. Shcks 

mss Spar 


061-872 0753 (office), 061-973 5633 (home) 


16 HADFIELD ST. CORNBROOK, MANCHESTER M16 9FG 


HARTBURN 


OFFER FOR SALE 


twin cam. or Clubmans id. currently holds 7 class 
records, 2 FTOs, The Prescott Gold Cup end fourth jn the 
Castrol/BARC hillclimb championship. 


sprint petrol tanks. Wings, 
and rehable car all ready 


FIA Group 1 prepared Opel Ascona 1.9, 2-door saloon. White. 
1973, L reg. 1: Wes and in superb condition. Steinmetz 
‘engine. Close ratio gearbox. LSD, roll cage. Guards and 
ii ‘All ready to rece oF rally and complete with 2 sets of 
wheeis and tyres £1550 


Port exchange considered. HP arranged. 


ROAD CARS 


Joguer_V12 E Type, 1971. K reg. Rosdster, BRG. Sundym 
ass. Chrome wheels. Manual transmission, Radio and stereo. 

mies, A super example of this much sought after 
motor car £2450 


Part exchange considered HP arranged, 
Ford Transit Walk-Through Van, 1967. Double rear wheels. 
Radio. spotlights, tow 


jsed to carry single seater racing 
ind in very good condition 


VARIOUS 


Four wheel trailer, made to carry saloon cars of 
‘or large racing car. Complete with ramps, br 
spare wheel 


Two wheel trailer, suitable for racing car or small saloon. 
Complete with ramps and lights. 


Matlock U2 Chassis, suspension, discs, steering, etc, In fact 
enough spares to build complete cer. 


45 DCOE Weber Carb with manifold and LSD. Both almost 
new suitable for Spridget. etc. 


For more details please contact: 


KEN DAVIES 


Tel: Llanelli 50318 (05542) (9.30 to 5) or 
Bishopstone 3279 (home) 
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HAWKE DL2B 


Mk 8 Hewland, complete with numerous ation 
*Eidoo "one. Part exchange rosd 


1967 MAMBA 1000cc SINGLE SEATER 


Hill climb/sprint car—white. Ex Stansfield  V: 
Philip/Anstruther. Fitted with special BMC thick wall block, 
Don’ Moore head, 2-litre Waed blower, new Firestone tyres. 


Excetent condition and ready to race. Superb begnners car 


inte /Harris/ 


ot £595. HP arranged. Any road cr facing car taken in part 
exchange. 


Apply : Spencer Elton, 
Highfield Leigh Road, Westbury, Wilts 
Tel: Westbury 2262/3 (Wilts), business 


10. and 12 inch wheels with wet tyres, Spare set of 
Nalion “trailer, Many. other spares. include 


PRICE: 3280 
OR BEST CASH OFFER BEFORE CHRISTMAS 
Ger" saidennend 27523 


The car is offered with: 


RACING TEAM 


used 
ry success! 

The engine is 8 BRM 4 cam V8 built to BRMs meticulous 
specification and includes dry sump equipment, Lucas fuel 
injection iding throttles, Opus transistorised ignit 
twin plated clutch. Brake sheet and installation drawings 


supplied with all engine mountings, 
‘er and all other 


GROUP II SUNBEAM 


IMP SPORT 


Offered for sale exactly as raced in the 1973 
British Touring Car Championship. 

This highly competitive car is capable of 
winning any of the European National Cham- 
pionships, or could be converted into an 
unbeatable Club car. 


10 sets of gear ratios @ Spare set of Minilite wheels with Dunlop 356 wets @ 10 gal and 15 gal foam tanks @ 
Rebuilt spare engine complete with manifolds, Webers etc @ Various highly modified cylinder heads 


engine and suspension spares @ New inlet/exhaust manifold 


fitted with unused Dellorto carbs. 


Finance and Part Exchange possible. For details of full specification and prices contact: 


GOODWIN RACING 


IMP SPECIALISTS COMPLETE SERVICE OFFERED 


46A WATERGATE, GRANTHAM, LINCS. 


LOTUS ELAN SPRINT 
2nd in Class B in Prodsports Championship. 
Specs include rebuilt Blue Printed engine. Transis- 
torised ignition. Koni shock absorbers. Roll cage. Fire- 
proof bulkheads. Full harness belts. 2 spare sets of 
tyres, Various spare parts. Since Jan 1973. 2700 miles. 


£1750 ono 
Tel : Glossop 3042 anytime. 
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1972 BRABHAM BT 38 
FORMULA 2 


Complete with Hewland FT200 box. Aerofoil. Choice 
of alternative noses, with front or side mounted 
radiators. Superb order. Little used and never 
shunted. Price less engine £1850. 


Tel: Maidenhead 27523 any time. 


51 


Ex Johnny Gerber ELDEN Mk 12 F3 
IPPOKAMPOS RACING as used in 1973 by 
ELDEN Mk 10A Andy Sutcliffe 


World championship winning car fitted Row- —Fitteq Holbay engine, Hewland Mk 9 gearbox, 
land world cup engine, Mk 8 Hewland, 

Graviner fire fighting system, Ampex joints, PlUS ratios, spare sets of wheels and tyres etc 
ratios, set of wheels, tyres, etc etc. Ultra etc. Pristine condition. Ideal F3, F4, good basis 


competitive, ready to race. £1495. for F/A. £1995. 


Also 2 races only from new, ELDEN 
Mk 10A, fitted Piper engine, Hewland 
gearbox Mk 8, etc. etc. offers 


Enquiries to: Mike Catlow 01-467 3604 
or Andrew Jeffrey 031-449 3821 evenings if possible 
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HAWKE DL 11 SGE GRYPHON ABBOTT C73 


REPLICAS FOR SALE 


The prototype cor was first run on 6th September 1973, 
18 races tater that car had achieved: 


§-Ists 4-2nds 3-3rds 1-7th 1DNF 


We are now building 20 production replicas, available for 
delivery February onwards. 


Write or call for further details to: 
HAWKE RACING SALES 
‘Swains Factory, Crane Mead, Ware, Herts. Tel: Ware 6931/5932 
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BALANCING 


Bei pete 


RACING | GEARBOX ASENTRE 


CHRIS MONTAGUE CARBURETTER CO. 
364 CRICKLEWOOD LANE. LONDON, NW2 205 
Te otss5 3038, 


DYNAMOMETERS 


FINANCIAL 


GEARBOXES 


ct ‘ais or. cre 
6 
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Sex of steel swin com rods 


Main Datsun Dealer 
Chesham Road, Amersham-on-the-Hill, Bucks. 
‘Tel Amersham (02403) 21441, 


URS 


or female, required immed) 
‘exinings £500 


Hotbay front mounted pump. 
ROE inset for MGB. Full cace 


HORLEY 3414 


ARE YOU PREPARED? 


IF NOT THEN CONTACT 


RACE PREPARATION SERVICES 


All kinds of work undertaken at excellent 
rates on a one-off or contractual basis. Let 
your Formula Ford, Formula 3, SuperVee or 
Atlantic be prepared by us : 


ACE PREPARATION SERVICES 


require professional SERVICE MECHANICS of any 
£50 week with overtime. Modern 


raha, Bucks. Tel 


‘marsha, Bucks, Tel: Amersham 21443, 


STOCKBRIDGE RACING 


INVITES OFFERS FOR THE FOLLOWING : 


TO CLEAR THE STABLES 
be Tegal tee hah Minittes, GREEN END ROAD 
ees sor "Atlan. All steel Cosworth kit, BDA, complete clutch, CAMBRIDGE 

‘Ce Clubmins. Holbay” ste Tel : 44193 


$000 SeChubmans.Holbay steel ‘rods, tuftrided 145 bhp 
dn Titan brake, complete, clutch, 45 Webers, oll pump, 
‘te, Five races singe Janspeed overhaul. 


head, complete, slight damage, repairable. 
G id suit ryt Webern 

Sno’ pair orin cam Vepantune full race cams. 

$i eam sportscar front cover 


twin com, complete, 175.185 
‘ono 


21600 BDA Atlentic engines ...... £750 each ono 
1 new 1600cc BDA Rally engine. Worked head, etc. £425 ono 
1 set of twin cam fuel injection with slide throttles ... £100 
Race twin cam, big valve head comp pistons and rods £200 ono 


702 March completely rebuilt and repaired. Finished in white 
and gold. Would make fabulous hittclimb/sprint or cheap 
Atlantic car. With or without FT200 gearbox. No serious offer 


refused 
Tel : Salisbury 28698 
WANTED BDA SPARES 


Magemune injected, ol at 


jock rit wheels. 


PORSCHE 
Accessories and secondhand spares 
for 911/912/914 
Large stocks always carted, body and mechanical 

Gtecetbre spaiors and. Ca 
Toe 
6 High Set, tar, Buch 

sew tsiephone number 
‘Caderwood (07698) 2170 


CONTACT : 
John Fenning, Stockbridge, Hants 


Phone Stockbridge 711 
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Pa 


AUTOSPORT MARKET PLACE 


Sports and Performance Cars 44-47 * Racing and Competition Cars 48-53 - Autosport Market Place 53-56 


PERSONAL 


datamatch 


Nt with Datamatch computer 
datals_ of now! t0)"thoose, YOUR partect 


For 


STEERING WHEELS 
———— 


colt? Bape Astay 50 Maddon tr ‘Tak er-Bk2 3080. ire 
STICKERS 


"Rewihing considered.” Convact Sore 


TRAILERS 


RACE HIRE 


"Winger oem 


Duntaegnaire e52548 
fesnaciene pziaee 


Prnteveans. | poke. steven 


SAFETY GLASS 


‘TRANSPORTERS 


RACE WHERE ? 


SPACE FRAMES 


SPARES AND ACCESSORIES 


s AMD, S001 PARTS. trom 0.8 LOW PRICE, LONMULA FORD, Wil comidr anpinf 


WHEELS & TYRES 


ROLLING ROAD 


SPORTS CAR BODIES 


baa tdaas SITUATIONS VACANT 


For all wheel problems contact: 
MOTOR WHEEL SERVICE AND REPAIR CO. 


ALEY BARS 


71 Jeddo Road, Shepherds Bush 


London, W12 
Laren oct HLM Milane fua tam CTE ey veay 0 “rat: 01506 1901/2 By 
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AUTOSPORT MARKET PLACE 


Sports and Performance Cars 44-47 * Racing and Competition Cars 48-53 ~ Autosport Market Place 53-56 


. A MEMBER OF THE ALAN SMITH GROUP 
Linea Sport FFT RACING GEARBOXES LTD. 


OFFICIAL HEWLAND AGENTS 


repair service by factory trained. stafl. 48 hour 
THEO) ISD Te craint smenermro0t visors or delivery on receipt of your instructions. 
VISOR for integrals. inion given to any enquiry, spares. oF repairs 
ispatch of goods by "any Method to” sult your 
eee new name in top quality era = 
Griffin % peti Peery: eae OVERSEAS ORDERS WELCOMED 
helmets. PROMPTLY EXECUTED 


sriffin PROTECT YOUR BODY, HEAD AND FACE WITH TOTAL CONFIDENCE Tot: ossz ‘ceo. MANCHESTER ST. DERBY 
UK Distributors : Gordon Spice Ltd. * WITH FEW EXCEPTIONS DEPENDING ON YOUR AREA 


12b Central Trading Estate, Staines. Middx. Tel : Staines 57867 


‘The finest racewear money can buy. 


LONDON WATCH IMPORTERS AND PICTURE MAKERS 


with very profitable markets all areas, stores, etc, offer a ground-floor opportunity to 

interested individuals who desire their own business, initially on a part-time basis. 

Absolutely no selling or canvassing, only minimum necessity is £650, for stock and sales 
units. 


Interested in making £40-£50 per week ? Then write to: 


OVERDALE LIMITED, Advertising Agents 


3 Boscombe Avenue, London, E10. 


INES — 0 
os GOODWOOD AUTOMOBILES (London) LTD 
01-904 8272 
FOR RALLY “SPECIALS” We are now in a position to offer complete race 
3 brand new engines available from stock surplus rebuilds on F. Ford and special saloons. We can under- 
for immediate delivery take engines, chassis, and prototype work. We are the 
ves builders of the very successful Allen 1300 BDA prototype 


Contact us now for full details: 
Tol: High Wycombe 34611 979 Harrow Road, Wembley, London. 


Optional Extra RECARO — the European Seat — Recommended 
RECARO by Porsche, Volkswagen, BMW, Ford of Europe 
BUCKET SEAT 


PRICES FROM 
£39.50 


Also, available 


PORSCHE 914 
| Wood & wickets 18, Please send me colour Name pores? Make of car 
Abbey Road, Park Royal, literature and full details Address 
| London, Nwi0 7SA of RECARO seats. Year 
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FOR LOTUS IN STAFFS. 


JOS RANDALLS 
WHARF GARAGES, 
STOKE ON TRENT 


Phone: 0782 48361 


Tel: 2021 Tel: 6119 
EVESHAM EVESHAM 


MAIN DEALERS FOR 


THE SOUTH WEST MIDLANDS 


Immediate or Early Delivery 


25 130/5. 5. 
28 130/5. 1 


@renus S & CO. 


HIGH STREET, EVESHAM, WORCS., 
SALES * SERVICE * SPARES 


FOR LOTUS IN SCOTLAND 


Grierson and Graham Ltd. 
36 CHURCH CRESCENT, 


DUMFRIES, 


SCOTLAND 
Phone: DUMFRIES 3405/6 


BRISTOL, WEST OF ENGLAND, S. WALES 


G.S. CARS 


WARMLEY, BRISTOL 
@ MILE HILL, KINGSWOOD 


Phone: BRISTOL 
673100 or 679466 


FOR LOTUS IN BEDFORDSHIRE 


Come to the Specialists 


CAMDEN MOTORS 
smc EAT 


SALES—SERVICE 


NORTHERN SPORTSCARS 
(Scorton) LTD. 


MAIN DEALER FOR NORTH EAST 
NEW CARS FOR EARLY DELIVERY. 
ALWAYS GOOD RANGE OF SECOND HAND CARS 
DEMONSTRATIONS ANYTIME, ANYWHERE 


Tel: OLD CATTERICK 402 


SCORTON, RICHMOND 
& YORKSHIRE 


peanen 


The best tobacco 


money can bu' BLA AGE 
ney Y tive SIC ' Mis 
ear " 
- C 
jean 
...when you know 


what you’re doing 


